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INTEODUCTION. 



Kow that the prejudices and bitter partisan feel- 
ing of the past aro subsiding, it seems a iitting time 
to record the facts and incidents connected with the 
first conflict of the Eebelliou, Of tlie eleven offieora 
who took part in the events herein narrated, but four 
now eiirvi\'e. Before the hastening jears shall have 
pai'tially obliterated many circumstances from my 
memory, and while there is still an opportunity for 
conference and friendly criticism, I desire to make, 
from letters, memoranda, and documents in my pos- 
session, a statement which will embody my own rec- 
ollections of the tnrbnlent days of 1860 and 1861. 

I am aware that later and more absorbing events 
have caused the earlier struggles of the war to re- 
cede in the distance ; but those who were in active 
life at tliat time will not soon forget the thrill of 
emotion ,and sympathy which followed tlie niove- 
mentK of Andereon'e little baud, when it became its 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 

duty to unfold the flag of the Union again&t a united 
Son til in anne. 

I know how difficult it is to write contemporane- 
ooB hktory, or even to give a bare detail of facts, 
without wounding the susceptibilities of others ; but 
whenever I have felt called upon to gi\e my own 
opinion, I have endeavored to do so in the spirit of 
Lincoln's immortal sentiment — "With malice to- 
ward none; with charity for all." 
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EEMINISCBNCES OP 

FORTS SUMTER AMD MOULTRIE 

IN 1860-'61. 



CHAPTER I. 

r03T MOULTRIE IN 1860, 



The Gan'ison of Foil Moultrie.-— Early Indications of Secession.— 
Situation of the Fort. — Edmund Buffin and Bobeil Barnwell Khett. 
—The Secvetarj of War. — Aims sent to the South. — Colonel Gard- 
ner. — Captain Foster ordered to Charleston Harbor. — The Offlears 
at Eort Moultrie, — Communications with Northern Men by Ci- 
pher. — Proscription of Antislaverj Men in Charleston. — Posilion of 
Charleston Merchants. — The Secession Leaders only prepared to 
reasl Coercion. — The Mob proves unmanaEeHble. — General Scott's 
Letter to the President, October 29. — The Situation in November. 
— No Instructions from Washington.— Colonel Gardner's Keport to 
General WooL 

The Binnmer o£ 1860 found me stationed at the 
head-qnartere of the Firat TTnited States Artillery at 
Fort Moultrie, South Carolina. I was captain of Com- 
pany E, and aeeond in command to Brevet Colonel 
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14 REMINISCENCES OF 

John L. Gai'diiei", who was lieutenant- colon el of the 
regiment The regimental band and Captain Tru- 
man Seymour's company (H) also fonned part of the 
garrison. The other forts were imoecnpied, except 
by the ordnanee-sbrgeaute in charge. 

Cliaiieston, at tliis period, was far from being a 
pleasant place for a loyal man. Almost every public 
assemblage was tinctured with treasonable sentiments, 
and toasts against the flag were always waraily ap- 
plauded. As early as July there was raiicli talk of 
secession, accompanied with constant dnlling, and 
threats of taking the forts aa soon as a separation 
should occur. 

To tlie South Carolinians Fort Moultrie was al- 
most a sacred spot, endeared by many precious his- 
torical associations ; for the ancestors of most of the 
principal families had fougJit there in the Revolu- 
tionary "War behind their hastily improvised ram- 
pai'ts of palmetto logs, and had gained a glorious vic- 
tory over t}ie British fleet in its flret attempt to enter 
the harbor and capture the city. 

The modern fort had been built nearly on the site 
of the ancient one. Its walls were but twelve feet 
high. They were old, weak, and bo full of cracks 
that it was quite common io see soldiers climb to the 
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top by means of the support tliese crevices afforded 
to their hands and feet. The constant action of tlie 
eea- breeze had drifted one immense heap of sand 
against the shore-front of the work, and another in 
the immediate vicinity. These sand-liills dominated 
the parapet, and made tlie fort untenable. Indeed, 
it was originally built by the engineers as a mere sea- 
battery, with just sufficient strength to prevent it from 
being taken by a coup de -main. As an overpower- 
ing force of militia could always be summoned foi' 
its defense, it was supposed that no foreign army 
would ever attempt to besiege it. The contingency 
that the people of Charleston themselves might at- 
tack a fort intended for their own protection had 
never been anticipated. 

Our force was pitifully small, even for a time of 
peace and for mere police pui-poses. It consisted of 
sixty-one enlisted men and seven ofHcers, together 
with tliirteen musicians of the regimental band ; 
whereas the work called for a war garrison of three 
hundred men. 

The first indication of actual danger came from 
Eichmond, Virginia, in the shape of urgent inquiries 
as to the strength of onr defenses, and the number of 
available troops in the harbor. These questions ■were 
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put by a resident of tliat city named Edmnnd liiiSin ; 
an old man, whose later years had been de\'Oted to 
tbe formation of disunion lodges, and who became 
Bnbseqaently noted for firing the fiist gun at Foi-t 
Snmter. His love of slaveiy amounted to fanaticism. 
When the cause of the Rebellion became hopeless, 
he refused to siirnvo it, and committed suicide. 

In the beginning of July, Robert Barnwell Ehett, 
and other nitm men in Charleston, made violent 
speeches to the mob, urging them to, drive eveiy Unit- 
ed States official out of the State ; but as many in- 
fluential Secessionists were enjoying the sweets of 
Fedei'al patronf^e under Buchanan, we did not an- 
ticipate any immediate disturbance. To influence 
his heareiB still more, Rhett did not hesitate to state 
that Hamlin was a mulatto, and he asked if they iii- 
tended to submit to a negro vice-president.* 

It is an interesting question to know how far at 
this period the Secretary of War himself was loyal. 
Hr, Dawson, the able editor of the Ristorical Maga- 
sine, is of opinion, after a careful investigation of the 
facts, that Floyd at this time was true to tlie Union, 

* HamiiD'a fiithei- named four of his sons, Enrope, Asia, Africa, und 
Ameiica, The fact thiit one of them was called Africa gave viso to 
the statement Chat he was an African. 
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FORTS SUMTER AND MOULTRIE. 17 

and tliat he remaiued so until December 24tli, when 
it was diseovered that he had been advancing large 
Slims of money fi-om tlie Treasury to conti-actors, to 
pay for work which liad never been commenced. To 

1I e tl e 1 b8 goo \ nearly a million of dollars was 
tiktn f m the I 1 an Trust Fund. 

!F 1 i g he \iould be dismissed from the Cabinet 
fo h s coi 1 1 ty n these ti'ansactions, and would 
also be nd ted bj the Grand Jury of the District 
of Col mb a he u ade a furious Secession speech, 
se t n h s re tion, and suddenly left for the 
&o tl M D on founds liis opinion in this case 
u[ n tl Q t'ite c t if Fitz Julm Porter, who was a 
u jor on ktj n tl e War Department at the time, 
ai d tl e efo e i^ 1 1 ently well- qualified to judge. 
T 1 ^ 1 ^ t ns to ard us, however, were not tliose 
of a ti'ue man, and I am of opinion that his loyalty 
was merely assumed for the occasion. He sent sev- 
enteen thousand muskets to South Carolina, when he 
knew that Charleston was a hot-bed of sedition, and 
that in all probabihty the anns would be used against 

* He afterwiii'd I'etcimed, gave bnll, and appeared before the court, 
hec:inS9 ha ivns aware that a rule existed that parties who had given 
;e before a Congreesional committee in vefeienoe to uny defal- 
uuld nut be ti'iei) Cut linviiig Lukuii pint iiL i!. 
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the United States. Greeley says, in his "American 
Conflict," that during these tnrbulent times Floyd 
disarmed the Government by forwarding one hun- 
di'ed and fifteen thousand mnshets, in all, to the 
Southern Confedei'acy,* In addition to this, he sold 
large quantities of arms to S. B. Lamar, of Savan- 
nali, and other Secessionists in the South, on the plea 
that the muskets thus disposed of did not conform to 
the latest army model. Just before his resignation, 
he continued the same policy hy directing that one 
hundred and twenty -fonr heavy guns should be 
shipped from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to Ship Island, 
Mississippi, where there was no gai-rison, and to Gal- 
veston, Texas. Yet this was the official upon whom 
we were to rely for advice and protection. This was 
the wolf who was to guard the fold. 

Our commander, Colonel Gardner, had done good 
service in the War of 1812 and in Mexico ; but now, 
owing to his advanced age, was ill fitted to weather 
the storm that was about to bnrst upon us. In poli- 

* It is true there is a law nulTiorizing tTie distribution of surplus 
United States arms l« the States, bnt there were no sni-plus masUeta 
on hftiid; and even if there had been, it was a reryinjndiciout.tiine to 
dietiibufe them among the insurgent States. A littla delay wonid have 
been botli patriotic niid jndicions. 
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tics he was quite Southern, frequently asserting that 
the South had been ti-eated outrageously in the ques- 
tion o£ the Territories, and defrauded of her just rights 
in other respects. He acquiesced, however, in the 
nec^sity of defending the fort should it be attacked ; 
but as he lived with hie family outside of the walls, 
he could not take a very active part himself. In- 
deed, on one occasion, when a Secession meeting was 
held in our immediate vicinity, accompanied with 
many threats and noisy demonstrations, he sent woi'd 
to me to assume command at once in his place. 

He now fonnd himself in a peculiar position. The 
populace were becoming excited, and there wasovery 
probability that a collision, accidental or otherwise, 
might occur at any moment between the troops and 
the mob outside, if not between the troops and tlie 
State militia. Tlie dilemma which confronted liim 
was either to make a disgracefnl surrender of his 
command, or take tlie other alternative, and fight 
South Carolina single-handed, withont the aid or co- 
operation of the General Government. He thought 
the difficulty might perhaps be solved by removing 
the garrison to Smithville, North Carolina, having 
received permission to do so, in ease tlie yellow fe- 
ver, which had proved so disasti'ous the previous year. 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



20 REMINISCENCES OF 

should break out again. Strange to say, some of the 
most ultra papers in the Southern interest in I^ew 
York and Charleston ridiculed the proposed move- 
ment. They probably feared that our absence might 
deprive the conspirators of the prestige of an easy 
victory. 

By the middle of August the country people be- 
gan to be quite violent in their language, and made 
many threats of what tliey would do in case of Lin- 
coln's election. 

"While the rebellion was thus drifting onward, the 
North remained quiescent, utterly refusing to believe 
in the existence of any real danger. Yet it was pub- 
licly known that, although the Southern States had 
refused to commit themselves to Secession, they were 
pledged not to allow South Carolina to be coerced, 
and this practically amounted to a powerful league 
against the Union, since it was a combination to 
prevent the eiiforccniont of the laws which boi^nd 
the States together. 

As we were Hable to be attacked at any moment, 
we desired to get rid of the sand-hills which domi- 
nated our walls. To this end we applied to the 
Quartermaster-general (General Joseph E. Johnston) 
for autlioi'ity to hire citizen laboi'ers ; but he declined 
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to accede to the request, ou the ground that the work 
did not properly appertain to hie department. He 
was a nephew of Floyd, and soon went over to tJie 
enemy. With the exception of Eobert E. Lee, he 
snbseqnently became the most noted of all tlie rchel 



We were gratified, about the 1st of September, at 
seeing some signs of life in the Secretary of War, 
which seemed to sliow that he appreciated our dan- 
gers and difficulties. He ordered First Lieutenant 
and Brevet Captain John G. Foster, of the engineere, 
to repair to Fort Mooltrie, and put that and the oth- 
er defenses of Charleston harbor in perfect ordei-. 
The reason privately assigned for this was that we 
were drifting into complications with England and 
Fi-ance with reference to Mexico. For one, I gave 
the honorable eecretaiy very little credit for this 
proceeding, inasmuch as he had just previous to this 
forwarded to Sonth Carolina the means of arming 
and equipping seventeen thousand men against the 
United States. I, therefore, carae to the concln- 
sion that the forts were to be made ready for active 
service, in order that they might be turned over in 
that condition to the Southern League. 

Two yomig heiitenanta of engineers, G. W. Snyder 
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and li. K. Meade, were soon after sent to Fos 



And here it may be well to speak of the officers 
of our eoiTimand, aa they were at that period. The 
record of their services afterward, during the rebell- 
ion, would constitute a Tolume in itself. 

Colonel John L. Gardner was woniided in the war 
with Great Britain in 1812. He had also been en- 
gaged in the war against the I'lorida Indians, and 
the war with Mexico, receiving two brevets for the 
battles of Cerro Gordo and Contreras. 

Seymour, Poster, and myself had also served in 
Mexico as second lieutenants on our fiiBt entrance 
into the army, and Davis aa a non-commissioned offi- 
cer of an Indiana regiment. 

John G. JFostor, severely wonnded at Molino del 
liey, and brevetted captain, was one of the most 
fearless and reliable men in the service. 

Captain Truman Seymour, twice brevetted for 
gallantry at Cerro Gordo and Chernbusco, was an 
excellent artillery officer, full of invention and re- 
source, a lover of poetry, and an adept at mnsic and 
painting. 

First Lieutenant Jefferson 0. Davis, brave, gener- 
ocis, and impetuons — the boy-sergeant of Bnena Tia- 
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ta — won liis first cominission in the regular avmy by 
liis gallantry in that action. 

First LientenantTheodore Talbot, wlien very youiigj 
had shared the dangers, privations, and Bnfferings of 
Fremont's party in tlieir explorations to open a path- 
way across the continent. He was a cultivated man, 
and a representative of the chivalry of Kentneby, 
equally ready to meet his friend at the festive board, 
or his enemy at ten paces. 

Doctor S. Wiley Crawford, our assistant surgeon, en- 
tered the sei'vice after tlie Mexican war. He was a 
genial companion, studions, and full of varied infor- 
mation. His ambition to win a name as a soldier 
soon induced him to quit the i-anks of the medical 
profession. 

Hall, Snyder, and Meado were recent graduates of 
the Academy, who had never seen acti^'e service in 
the field. They were full of zeal, intelligence, and 
energy. 

In one respect we wei'e quite fortunate : the habits 
of the officers were good, and there was no dissipa- 
tion or drunkenness in the garrison. The majority 
of the men, too, were old soldiers, who could be thor- 
oughly relied upon under all circumstances. 

There was, also, one civilian with us, Mr. Edwai'd 
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Moale, who was clerk and brofclier-jn-law to Captain 
Foster. Ilia services were subseqiientlj very valua- 
ble in many ways. 

Fearing fliat in the coiu-se of events oitr corre- 
spondence might be tampered with, I invented a ci- 
pher which afteiTffai'd proved to be veiy useful. It 
enabled nie to communicate, through my brother in 
New Yo]-k, much valuable iufonnation to Mr. Lin- 
coln at Springtield, Preston King, Koscoe Oonhling, 
and other leaders of pubHc opinion, in relation to our 
strength and resources.* 

Situated as we were, we naturally desired to know 
how far Mr. Buchanan's Cabinet was willing to sus- 
tain us. William 11. Trescott of, South Carolina, was 
Assistant Secretary of State at this time, and fi-equent- 
]y corresponded with liis brother, Doctor Trescott, in 
Charleston. We, therefore,natnrally thought the views 
of the latter might indirectly reflect those of the Ad- 
ministration. The doctor was of opinion there would 
be no attempt at coercion in case South Carolina se- 
ceded, but tliat all postal and telegT'aphic eommnui- 

* My brotlier and myself each owned copies of the same dictionnvy. 
Instead of using a word in my con'espondence, I simply referred to iis 
place in the book, by giving the nnmber of the page, niimbei of tba 
colnmii, and number of (he ivord from the top of the page. 
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cation wtiuM cease, and a man-of-war be placed out- 
side to collect the revenue. This arraEgement wonld 
leave our little force isolated and deserted, to bear 
the brunt of whatever might occur. 

In October the disunionistB became more bitter, 
but they were not disposed to he aggressive, as they 
thought Buchanan could be relied upon not to take 
any decisive action against them. 

Colonel Gardner wonld not at this time mount the 
guns, or take any precautions whatever. He alleged, 
with reason, that the work was all toi'n to pieces by 
the engineers ; that it was full of debris, and that, 
under the ci renin stances, he was not responsible for 
any thing that might happen. We had been prom- 
ised a considei'able number of recmits, but they were 
kept back ; and we now ascertained that none would 
be sent nntil late in December, after the crisis was 
over. 

In the latter pai-t of the month I became quite un- 
popular in Charleston ; partly on account of my anti- 
slaveiy sentimente, but more especially because some 
verj' offensive ai'ticles, written from that city, had ap- 
peared in the Korthern papei-s, and were atti'ibuted to 
me. It seems that at this very time an abolition cor- 
respondent of the N&vi Yorh Tribune was employed 
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ill tlie office of Ehett's paper, the GTia/rleston Mercu- 
ry. This man professed to be the most loud-mouthed 
sece^ionist of them all. In conversation with nie 
afterwai'd, he claimed to be the author of the arti- 
cles referred to. 

In truth, tliese wei'e dajs of extraordinary proaeiip- 
tion for opinion's salie. I heai'd with profound indig- 
nation of the ease of a poor seamstress from New 
York, who had been sent to jail in Charleston simply 
for stating that she did not believe in the institution 
of slavery. On appealing to the then mayor of New 
York, Fernando Wood, he replied that he was re- 
joiced she was in prison, and hoped she would be 
kept there. 

Toward the close of the month, the South Carolina 
leaders began to fcai' that the other Southern States 
would not join them, and were engaged in discussing 
the subject of a French protectorate. 

The negroes overheard a great deal that was said 
by their masteis, and in consequence became escited 
and ti'ouhlesome, for the news flew like wild-fire 
among them that " Massa Linkum " was coming to 
set them all free. 

The enthusiasm of the moneyed men in Ohai'leaton 
began to cool when they reflected upon the enormous 
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expenses involved in keeping up a standing army in 
an agricultural State like South Cai'olina, At the re- 
quest of some Union men, Captain Seymour made a 
startling exMbit, showing the large amount required 
to maintain even a moderate force. It had a good 
effect upon tlie merchants, and, indeed, if tliQ other" 
Southern States had not promptly sustained South Car- 
olina, the movement must have soon collapsed from 
its inherent weakness. 

Although the secession leaders were preparing to 
meet coercion, if it should come, I will do them the 
justice to say that tliey determined to commit no 
overt act against the Union so long as the State formed 
an integral part of it. They soon found, however, 
that the moh did not recognize theae fine distinctions. 
It was easy to i-aise the storm, but, once under full 
headway, it was difficult to govern it. Independent 
companies and minute-men wei-e everywhere form- 
ing, in opposition to their wishes ; for these organiza- 
tions, fi-om their very nature, were quite unmanage- 
able. The mihtary commanders much preferred the 
State militia, because they could control it by law. 
A gentleman from the cotmtry, who had joined the 
minute-men, came in one day to the Charleston Hotel, 
with a huge cockade on his hat, expecting to be re- 
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ceived with great applause ; but, to liis astonishment, 
he was greeted with laughter and ridicule. 

Ou the 29th of October, Genera! Scott wrote Ms 
celebrated letter to the President, recommending 
that strong garrisons be placed at once in all tlia 
Southern forts. Undoubtedly this was good advice ; 
but aa onr army was widely scattered all over the 
West to protect the frontier settlements from the 
Indians, only five small companies were available for 
the piu-pose. The suggestion, therefore, had but lit- 
tle practical value. 

November had arrived. The muttering of the 
storm was heard all around us, and yet not one word 
of counsel or encouragement came from Washing- 
ton. Colonel Gardner began to feel uneasy at this 
studied silence, and determined to place the i-^ponsi- 
bility of any disaster tliat might occui' wliere it prop- 
erly belonged. On the Ist of the month he made a 
full report to his next aupei'ior officer, General Wool, 
at Troy, New York, to be forwarded to the Secretary 
of War, in relation to the dangers that threatened us, 
and onr imperfect means of defense. He notified 
them that our provisions would be exhausted by the 
20th of the month, and that we were very deficient 
in ammmiition and military supplies generally. The 
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secretary, in his aii&wer to tliia communloation, aim- 
ply expressed his regi'et that he had not been in- 
formed of all this befora This sympathy was no 
doubt very gratifying ; but, being of an entirely pas- 
sive nature, did not benefit us in the least. Colonel 
Gardner, at our solicitation, directed that the gims 
which had been dismounted to enable the engineers 
to make their repairs be remounted at once, and 
Soymonr's company and mine soon placed tliera in 
position. It was of little use, however, to have our 
ai-mamenfc in readiness, unless the approaches to the 
fort could be cai'efully watched. Tliis it was impos- 
sible to do by the ordinary system of gnard duty ; 
but I suggested a plan which enabled us to have an 
ample number of sentinels, without exhanstiug the 
men. It was done by placing each man on guard 
for a single hour, between tattoo and reveille, allow- 
ing him to sleep for the remainder of the night. 
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CHAPTER II. 

PREPAEATIONS FOK DEFENSE. 

Defeat of Captain Seymour's Expedition on the Ashley. — Mayor 
Macljeth's Explanstion. — Captam Poster's Work on Fort Moultrie. 
— Gorernor Gist convenes the Sonth Carolina Legislatnre.^ — Ci'ea- 
tioa of a Standing Arnij'. — Arrival of Masons from Baltimore. 
— Situation of Fort Sumter. — A Dramatic Incident. — Secretary 
Floyd's Action.— Horace Greeley's Advocacy of the Bight of Se- 
cession. — The Situation Bovemher 18th. 

The United States Ai'senal in Cliai-leaton is eitn- 
ated on the banks of the Aaliloy Eiver. It looked 
feasible to go tliere in a boat without attracting at- 
tention, and procure a full supply of cartridges and 
other articles which were very much needed. Cap- 
tain Seymour volunteered for tlie eervJee, and was 
sent over with a small party, early in the afteraoon. 
Kotwitiistanding he took every precaution, some spy 
belonging to a vigilance committee followed him, 
and reported the facts in the city. Seymour at once 
found liimeelf beset by an excited mob, and wholly 
prevented fi-om accomplishing the object of his mis- 
sion. Colonel Gardner wrote to Mayor Macbeth for 
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an explanation. The latter apologized politely for 
this unexpected occurrence, and, speaking for himself 
and other city officials, stated that so long as they 
staid in the Union they desired to remain faithfnl to 
its obligations, and tliat no further obstacles would 
be thrown in the way of another expedition. Col- 
onel Gardner, however, did not send out again, think- 
ing, perhaps, the mob might be beyond the control 
of the mayor. 

Since his arrival, Captain Foster Iiad been hard at 
work on the fort. He had hired laborers from the 
vicinity of Charleston, and had sent to Baltimore for 
a large number of masons who had formerly worked 
for him. In spite of his efforts, wo were still in a 
very weak condition, and unable to defend ourselves. 
It is true the sand had been removed from the sea- 
face of the work ; but as that front had no flanking 
defenses, the angles in the wall were torn down to 
enable tlie engineei'S to construct double eaponieres 
there. This left great gaps, through which an as- 
saulting party coidd penetrate at any moment. Per- 
Iiaps in one sense it added to our security, for there 
was no glory to be acquired in capturing a fort 
which was wide open and defenseless. Crowds of 
excited countrymen, wearing secession cockades, con- 
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Btantly came to visit the work ; and on the 3d of No- 
vember they formed in proce^ion and mardied 
aroiiiid it, but did not offer any violence. 

It may not be improper to state that I was tlie 
only officer of the command who favored Lincoln's 
election. As regaivls my companions, however, there 
was no diiferenee of opinion in I'egai'd to sustaining 
the new President should he be legally elected, and 
tlioy were all botli willing and anxious to defend the 
fort confided to their honor. 

In view of the probable sueeesa of the Eepublican 
candidate for the presidency, Governor Gist called 
the South Carolina Legislating together, to meet on 
Monday, the 5th of November. In his message he 
recommended the immediate formation of a stand- 
ing army of ten thousand men ; and that all persons 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five be aimed 
for immediate service. In consequence of this rec- 
ommendation, by the 9th of November the whole 
State was swarming with miniite-men. 

The spark came at last which was to set fire to tlie 
magazine. The startling news of Lincoln's election 
reached Charleston on the 7th of November. As 
this event was sure to lead to secession, the Disimion- 
ists were wild with delight. In their exuberance of 
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Spirits, tliej ran through the streets shoiiting " Hurm 
for Lincoln!" The United States District Court, 
which was iu session, at once broke up, and its judge, 
Magi'ath, sent in his resignation. In tlie evening o£ 
the same day, Edmund Kuffin, who has already been 
referi'ed to, made a fiery secession speech to an im- 
mense audience at the capitol of the State. The 
Legislature, inflatiied by pnbHc sentiment, called a 
convention, to meet on the 17th of the month, to de- 
cide the question of secession. Governor Joseph E. 
Brown, of Georgia, also called a convention there for 
the same purpose ; and the excitement in each State 
constantly reacted on tlio other. 

In the early part of November, one hundi-ed and 
fifty masons anived from Ealtimore to work on the 
forts in the harbor. They were undoubtedly good 
workmen, but it is much to be regretted that they 
were not also good Unionists. Captain Foster at 
this time did not believe that any serious complica- 
tions would arise from the attitude South CaroHna 
liad assumed, and did not, therefore, think it neces- 
sary to pay any attention to tlie polities of his labor- 
era. Had lie selected zealous Union men, their ar- 
rival would have been a most opportune re-enforce- 
ment for tlie gaiTison. Unfortunately, most of tliem 
2* 
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sympathized with the South, and their comhig was 
rather a source of weakness than of sti'ength, so fai' 
as actual fighting was concerned. They rendered us, 
however, great and timely assistance \yy their labor. 

The first thing that attracted the eye of the stran- 
ger, upon approaching Charleston from the sea, was. 
Fort Sumter. It was built on an artificial island 
made of large blocks of stone. The walls were of 
dark brick, and designed for three tiers of , guns. 
The whole structure, as it rose abruptly out of the 
water, had a gloomy, prison-like appearance. It was 
situated on the edge of the channel, in the narrow- 
eat part of the harbor, between Fort Moultrie and 
Cummings Point, distant about a mile from the 
former place, and twelve hundred yards from the 
latter. The year before, it had been used by us as 
a temporary place of confinement and security for 
some negi'oes that had been brought over from Af- 
rica in a slaver captured by one of our naval vessels. 
The inevitable conflict was very near breaking out 
at that time; for there was an eager desire on the 
part of all the people around us to seize these negroes, 
and distribute them among the plantations; and if the 
Government had not acted promptly in sending them 
back to Africa, I think an attempt would have been 
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made to take them from us by force, on the ground 
that some of them had violated a State law by land- 
ing at Moulti'ieville. 

As Fort Sointer has considerable historic renown, 
it may not be uninteresting to relate another incident 
connected with it, although it is not germane to my 
narrative. In 1859, after the negroes were taken 
away, the fort remained in charge of an ordnance-ser- 
geant, who lived there alone with his wife and two 
little children. Supplies were sent to him regularly, 
but in case of emergency he could only communicate 
with the sliore by means of a small boat. One wild 
stormy day, when the wind was blowing a gale, he 
was suddenly struck down with yellow fever. His 
wife saw that if he did not have immediate medical 
assistance he would die. She herself could not go, 
as he required constant 'attention, and the children 
were too young to be of any service. A day passed 
on, and it became evident that he was growing worse. 
In a frantic state of mind, she rushed np to the top 
of the fort, waved a sheet backward and forward, and 
raised and lowered the garrison flag repeatedly, in 
hopes of attracting the attention of some passing ves- 
sel ; but although several went by, no one seemed to 
notice the signals, or, if tliey did, they wonld not stop, 
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on account of tlie tempest, which still coiitiimed. She 
then took the despei'ate resolatioa of putting her two 
little children in the small boat, and trusting to the 
flood-tide to diift them somewhere in the vicinity of 
Charleston, She placed a letter in the hand of one 
of them, to be given to the iii-st pereon they met, im- 
ploring that a physician might be sent to her at once. 
It was a terrible experiment, for the children might 
easily have been swept out to sea by the ebb-tide be- 
fore they could make a lauding. Tliey succeeded, 
however, in reaching the shore near Mount Pleasant. 
A doctor finally arrived, but too late to be of any 
service. 

Foster wanted forty miiakets to arm some of his 
workmen, as a guard for the powder in Fort Sumter, 
and for valuable public property in Castle Pinckney. 
This was approved at Washington ; but ttie moment 
lie obtained the gans from the areenal, the Secretary 
of War hastily telegraphed him, in the middle of the 
night, to send them back again immediately. And yet 
at this same pei'iod two tliousand additional United 
States muskets were forwarded by Floyd's order to 
Sonth Carolina ; and the Charleston Gowrier stated 
that five thousand more were on their way. This did 
not look much as if the Administration intended to 
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sustain us. Wliile the honorable secretary was thus 
supplying our enemies with arms, and leaving the 
United States Arsenal in Charleston, full of military 
stores, without a guard, he was very solicitoos to as- 
certain whether our garrison duties were accurately 
performed, and sent an assistant inspector -general. 
Major Fitz John Porter, to make a thorough exam- 
ination, Ab the secretary intended neither to re-en- 
foroe nor withdraw ns, and as he made no effort at any 
time to remedy defects in our armament, tliis inspec- 
tion seemed to us to be a mere pretense. It i-csultcd, 
however, in relieving Colonel Gai'diier from his com- 
mand, on Porter's recommendation, Majoi' Robert 
Anderson being ordered to take his place. 

Mr. Gi'eeley was at this time the head of the Re- 
publican party, and one of the gi-eat leaders of North- 
em opinion. His immense services in ronsing the pub- 
lic mind to the evils of slavery can not be ovei-esti- 
mated, but some of his views were too hastily formed 
and promulgated. In this crisis of our history he 
injured the cause lie afterward so eloquently advo- 
cated by publishing an opinion, on the 9th of Novem- 
ber, that the South had a perfect right to secede when- 
ever a majority thonght proper to do so; and, in an- 
other communication, he stated that the Union could 
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not be pinned together with bayonets. General Seott 
was also at one time in favor of letting the " wayward 
sistere depart in peace ;" and I have lieavd on good au- 
thority that at least one member of the Cabinet and 
one leading general, appalled by the magnitude of 
the conflict, were willing to consent to a separation, 
provided the Border States would go with the North. 
Greeley's artiole went farther than this, for it seemed 
to favor a simple severance of the North and the 
South. This was not only a virtual abandonment of 
the rights of Northern men who had invested their 
capital in the Sontliem States, but it anjoimted to giv- 
ing up all the sea-coast and magnificent harbors soiitli 
of New Jereey, including Chesapeake Bay. It was 
expressing a willingness to suirender the mouth of 
the Mississippi, the commerce of the great North-west, 
and the Capitol at Washington, to the control of a for- 
eign nation, hostile to us from the very nature of its 
institutions. In fact, it wsm a proposition to commit 
national suicide. The new Northern republic would 
have been three thousand miles long, and only one 
hundred miles wide, in the vicinity of Wheeling. A 
country of such a peculiar shape could not, as every 
military man knows, have been sn(!cessfu!ly defended, 
and must inevitably have soon broken up into small 
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confederaeicB. We objected, with reason, to the for- 
mation of a Enropean monarchy iu far-off Mexico, 
but the proposed separation wonld. have created a 
powerful slave empire, with its northern border with- 
in eighteen miles of Philadelphia. Once firmly es- 
tablished there and along the Ohio, the Southern 
army could have bnnied Cincinnati from the oppo- 
site shore, and have penetrated to Lake Erie by a sin- 
gle successful battle and mai'ch, permanently sever- 
ing the East from the West. 

These unexpected views of Mr. Greeley strength- 
ened the hands of the Disnnionists. They were ev- 
erywhere quoted as evidence that no attempt wonld 
be made to intei'fei'e with or coerce the South. The 
fearful and wavering were thus induced to join the 
clamorous majority. 

I think, too, that the publication of these senti- 
ments did much to influence tlie after-conduct of 
Major Anderson. He was not a Republican himself, 
and he may very well have thought, if the Kepublic- 
an leadera did not deny the right of secession, there 
was little use in his sacrificing his small command in 
a feeble attempt to make South Carolina remain in 
the Union. 

The sky darkened after this, for Georgia voted a 
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million of .dollara to raise troops, and it I 

dent that the other Sonthem States would follow in 

the same direction. 

By the 18th of Novemher we considered ourselves 
reasonably secure against a couji-de-main. Our gans 
were np, and loaded with canister, and we had a fair 
supply of hand-grenades ready for use. Witli a 
view to intimidate those who were planning an at- 
tack, I occasionally fired toward the sea an eight-inch 
iiowitzer, loaded witli double canister. The spattei'- 
ing of so many balls in the water looked veiy de- 
strnctive, and Btar,tled and amazed the gaping crowds 
around. I also amused myself by making some small 
mines, which would throw a shell a few feet out of 
the ground whenever any person accidentally trod 
upon a concealed plank : of course the shell did not 
have a bursting charge in it. These experiments 
had a cooling effect npon the ardor of llie militia, 
who did not fancy storming the fort o\er a line of 
torpedoes. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PEELIMffiAIiT MOVEMENTS OP THE SECESSIONISTS. 
Ai'i'ival of Major Anderson. — Huget'a Opposition to a pvemature As- 
sault on Fort Moultrie. — Anderson's Report t« the Seci'etary of 
War, — Active Preparadons bj the South Cfttolinians. — Meeting 
of Congi'eaa. — Attempfa at Compromise. — Secession Batteries at 
Mount Pleasant. — Arrival of Major Baell with iiritten Ordei's. — 
Vain Eflbrta to Strengthen Castle Pincliney.— Northern Opinion. 
— Public Meeting in Philadelphia. 

It was now openly proclaimed in Charleston that 
declarations in fa^■o^ of the Union would no longer 
be tolerated ; that the time for deliberation had 
passed, and the time for action had come. 

On the 21st our new commander arrived and as- 
sumed command. lie felt as if he had a hereditary 
nght to be there, for his father had distinguished 
himself in the Revolntionaiy War in defense of old 
Fort Moultrie against the Britisli, and had been con- 
fined a long time as a prisoner in Charleston. We 
had long known Anderson as a gentleman ; courte- 
ous, honest, intelligent, and thoroughly versed in his 
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profession. He liad been twice brevetted for gal- 
lantry — once for services against the Seminole In- 
dians in Florida, and once for the battle of Molino 
del Eey in Mexico, where he was badly wounded. 
In politics he was a sti'ong pro-alaverj man. Never- 
theless, he was opposed to secession and Southern ex- 
tremists. He soon found himself in troubled watei-a, 
for the approaching battle of Fort Monltrie was 
talked of everywhere tliroughout the State, and the 
mob in Charleston could hardly be restrained from 
making an immediate assault. They were kept back 
once through the exertions of Colonel Benjamin 
Huger, of the Ordnance Department of the United 
States Army, As he belonged to one of the most 
distingnished families in Charleston, he bad great in- 
fluence there. It was said at the time that lie threat- 
ened if we were attacked, or ratlier mobbed, in this 
way, he wonld join ns, and iiglit by the side of his 
friend Anderson.* Colonel Memminger, afterward 
tlie Confederate Secretary of the Treasury, also exert- 

* He left the United Slates service soon after l!ie Attack on Fort 
Samter, and joined tlie Confederates. He did so relnctantly, for ha 
had gained great renown in our aimy foi- liis gallantry in Mexico, and 
he knew he wonld soon have been promoted to the position of Chief 
of our Oi-dnnnee Department had he remained with us. 
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ed hitDself to prevent any irregular atid unauthorized 
violence. 

An additional forco of workmen having arrived 
from Baltimore, Captain Foster retained one hundred 
aud twenty to continue the work on Fort Moultrie, 
leaving his assistant, Lieutenant Snyder, one hundred 
and nine men to finish Fort Sumter. 

On the 1st of December, Major Anderson made a 
full report to Secretary Floyd in relation to our con- 
dition and resources. It was accompanied with req- 
uisitions, in due form, for supplies and military ma- 
terial. Colonel Gardner, before he left, bad already 
applied for rations for the entire command for six 
months. 

Previous to Lincoln's election, Governor Gist had 
stated that in that event the State would undoubted- 
ly secede, and demand the forts, and that any hesita- 
tion or delay in giving them np wonld lead to an im- 
mediate assault. Active preparations were now in 
progress to carry out this threat. In the first week 
of December we learned that cannon had been se- 
cretly sent to the northei-n extremity of the island, 
to guard the channel and oppose the passage of any 
vessels bringing us re-enforcements by that entrance. 
We learned, too, that lines of eountervallation had 
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been quietly marked out at night, witli a view to at- 
tack the fort by i-egalar approaches in ease the first 
assault failed. Also, that two tlioiisand of the best 
riflemen in the State were engaged to occupy an ad- 
jacent sand-hill and the roofs of the adjoining houses, 
all of which overlooked the parapet, the intention be- 
ing to shoot us down the moment we attempted to man 
our guns. Tet the Administration made no arrange- 
ments to withdraw ns, and no effort to re-enforce ns, 
because to do the former would excite great indigna- 
tion in the l^orth, and the latter miglit bo treated as 
coercion by the South. So we were left to our own 
scantry' resources, with every probability that the af- 
fair would end in a massacre. Under these circum- 
stances the appropriating of $150,000 to repair Fort 
Moultrie and $80,000 to finish Fort Sumter by the 
more order of the Secretary of War, without the 
anthority of Congress, was simply an expenditure of 
public money for the benefit of t!ie Secessionists, and 
I have no doubt it w^ so intended. Forts construct- 
ed in an enemy's country, and left unguarded, are 
builfc for the enemy. 

Congress met on the 3d of December, but took no 
action in relation to our peculiar position. As usual, 
their whole idea was to settle the matter by some new 
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coinpr-omise. The old experiment was to be tried 
over again : St. Michael and the Dragon were to lie 
down in peace, and become boon companions once 
more. 

The office-holdei's in the South, who saw in Lin- 
coln's election an end to their pay and emoluments, 
were Secessionists to a man, and did their best to 
keep up the esdtemeiit. They tried to make the 
poor whites believe that throngh the re-opening of the 
African slave-trade negroes would be for sale, in a 
short time, at thirty dollars a head ; and that every 
laboring man wonld soon become a rich slave-owner 
and cotton-planter. To the timid, they said them 
would be no coercion. To the ambitious, they spoke 
of military glory, and the formation of a vast slave 
empire, to include Mexico, Central America, and die 
West Indies. Tlie merchants were assured that 
Charleston would he a free port, rivaling Kew York 
in its trade and opulence. 

They painted the future in glowing colors, but the 
present looked dreary enough. All business was at 
an end. The expenses of the State had become enor- 
mous, and financial ruin was rapidly approaching. 
The heavy property-owners began to fear they might 
ha^'e to bear the brunt of all these military prepara- 
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tioiis ill the way of forced loans.* For a time a 
strong reaction set in against the Rhett faction, but 
intimidation and threats prevented any open retro- 
grade movement. 

Among those wiio were reported to be most clara- 
orotiB to have an immediate attack made upon us, 
waa a certain captain of the United States Dragoons, 
named Lucius B. Northrup ; afterward made Pay- 
mastei'-general of South Carolina, and subsequently, 
throngh the personal frieudsliip of Jeff. Davis, pro- 
moted to be Commissary-general of the rebel army. 
He had resided for several yeara in Chai'leston on 
sick-leave, on full pay. Before urging an assault he 
should have had the grace to resign his commission, 
for his oath of office bomid him to be a friend to his 
comrades in the army, and not an enemy. I am 
tempted, in this connection, to show -how differently 
the rebel genei-al Magrnder acted, under similar cir- 
cumstances, when he was a captain and brevet col- 
onel in onr service. He said to his officers, the even- 
ing before he rode over the Long Bridge, at Wash- 

* About a month attei'wiH'd the Honorable William Aiken, who 
wna a. Union man, and who had foi'meily been govenior of Ihe Stale, 
«nd a member of Congi'esa, was compelled lo pay forty thousand dol- 
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ingtoD, to join tlte Confederates, " If the rebels come 
to-night, we'll give tliem hell ; but to-morrow I shall 
send in my resignation, and become a rebel my- 
self." 

Amidst all tliis tunnoil, oar little hand of regnlai's 
kept their spirits up, and determined to iight it out 
to the last against any force that might be brought 
against them. The brick-layers, however, at work in 
!Fort Sumter were considerably frightened. They 
held a meeting, and resolved to defend themselves, if 
attacked by the Charleston ronghs, but not to resist 
any organized force. 

On the lltlr of December we had tlie good for- 
tune to get onr provisions from town without excit- 
ing observation. Tiiey had been lying there several 
days. It was aftei'ward stated in the papers that the 
captain of the schooner was threatened severely for 
having brought tliein. On the same day the enemy 
began to build batteries at Mount Pleasant, and at 
the upper end of Sullivan's Island, gims having al- 
ready been sent there. We also heai-d that ladders 
had been provided for parties to escalade oar walls. 
Indeed, the proposed attack was no longer a secret. 
Gentlemen from the city said to ua, " We appreciate 
your position. It is a point of lienor with you to 
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hold tlie fort, but a political necessity obliges us to 
take it," 

Mj wife, becoming indignant at these preparations, 
and the utter apathy of the Government in regard to 
our affairs, wrote a stirring letter to my brother, in 
New York, stating some of the facts I have mentioned. 
By some means it found its way into the columns of 
the Evm,ing Post, and did much to call attention to 
the subject, and awaken the Northern people to a true 
sense of the situation. She was quite distre^ed to 
find her hasty expi'^sions in piint, and freely com- 
mented on both by friends and enemies, I may say, 
in passing, tliat the distinguished editor of that paper, 
"William Oullen Bryant, proved to be one of tlie best 
friends we had at the North. George "W. Curtis, who 
aided us freely with his pen and influence, was anoth- 
er. They exerted themselves to benefit us in every 
way, and were among the first to invoke the patriot- 
ism of the nation to extricate us from our difficulties, 
and save the union of the States. When we returned 
to New 'York, they and their friends gave us a cordial 
and heartfelt welcome. 

To resume the thread of my nan'ative. The fort 
by this time had been considerably strengthened. 
The orevices were filled up, and the walls were made 
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sixteen feet liigli, by digging down to the foundations 
and throwing up the surphis earth as a glacis. Each 
of the officei-s had a certain portion given him to de- 
feud. I caused a slopiug picket fence, technically 
called afraise^iX) be projected over the parapet on 
my side of the work, as an obstacle against an esca- 
ladirg party, I understood that this puzzled the mil- 
itary men and newspapere in Charleston exceedingly. 
They could not imagine what object I could Iiavo in 
view. One of the editors said, in reference to it, 
" Make ready your sharpened stakes, but you will not 
intimidate freemen." 

There was one good reason why our opponents did 
not desire to commence immediate hostilities. The 
delay was manifestly to their advantage, for the en- 
gineers were putting Fort Sumter in good condition 
at the expense of the United States. They (the reb- 
els) intended to occupy it as soon as the work ap- 
proached completion. In tlie mean time, to prevent 
our anticipating them, they kept two steamers on 
guard, to patrol the harbor, and keep ue fron:i cross- 
ing. These boats contained one hundred and twenty 
soldiers, and were under the command of Ex-lienten- 
ant James Hamilton, who had recently resigned from 
the United States Navy. 
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Tlie tlireateniiig movements against Fort Monltiie 
required incessant vigilance on onr part, and we were 
frequently worn out with watching and fatigne. On 
one of these occasions Mrs. Seymour and Mrs. Doii- 
bleday volunteered to take the places of Captain Sey- 
mour and myself, and they took turns in walking the 
parapet, two hours at a time, in readiness to notify 
the guard in case the minnte-men hecanie more than 
usually demonstrative. 

In Decemher the seci'etery sent another office!' 
of the Inspector- general's Department, Major Don 
Carlce Buell, to examine and report npon our con- 
dition. Buell bore written ordere, which were pre- 
sented on the 11th, directing Major Anderson not to 
provoke hostilities, but in caee of immediate danger 
to defend himself to the last extremity, and take any 
steps that he might think necessary for that pm'pose. 
There would appear to be some mystery connected 
with this subject, for Andei-son afterward stated to 
Seymour, as a reason for not firing when the rebels 
attempted to sink the Star of the Wesi, that his in- 
structions tied his hands, and obliged him to remain 
quiescent. "Now, aa there ai'e no orders of this char- 
acter on recoiMl in the War Department, they must 
have been of a verbal and confidential nature. In 
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mj Opinion, Floyd was fully capable of supplement- 
ing written orders to resist, by verbal ordere to sur- 
render without resistance. If he did so, I can con- 
ceive of nothing more treacherous, for his object 
must have been to make Anderson tlie scape-goat of 
whatever might occur, Buell, however, is not the 
man to be the bearer of any treacherous communica- 
tion. Still, he did not appear to sympatliize much 
with UB, for he expressed his disapproval of our de- 
fensive preparations; I'eferring particularly to some 
loop-holes near the guard-house, wliieli he said would 
have a tendency to irritate the people, I tliought 
the remark a sti-ange one, under the cirenmstances, 
as " the people " were preparing to attack us, I had 
no doubt, at the time, in spite of the warlike message 
he liad brought, that Buell's expressions reflected the 
wishes of his superiors, I have ascertained recently 
that Floyd did have one or more confidential agents 
in Chai'leston, who were secretly intermeddling in 
this matter, without tlie sanction of the President or 
tlie open authority of the "War Office. It appeare 
from the records that another assistant adjutant- 
general, Captain Withers, who joined the rebels at 
the outbreak of the rebellion, and became a rebel 
general, was also sent by Floyd to confer with An- 
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derson. It is not at all improbable, therefore, that 
somo one of the messeugere who actually joined the 
eneiiij may have been the bearer of a treasoiiahle 
communication. It appeare from Anderson's own 
statement that his hands were tied, and no one tliat 
knew him would ever doubt liis veracity. Tet, if he 
really desired io retain po^essiou of Charleston har- 
bor for the Go\'crnment, and Floyd's ordera stood in 
his way, why did he not, after the latter fled to tlie 
South, mal<e a plain statement to the new secretary, 
Judge Holt, whose patiiotiam was undoubted, and 
ask for fresh instructions ? It looks to me very much 
as if he accepted the orders without question because 
he preferred the policy of non-resistance. 

I shall have occasion to refer to this subject again 
in the course of my narrative. 

We had frequently regretted the absence of a gar- 
rison in Castle Pinckney, as that post, being within a 
mile of Charl^ton, could easily control the city by 
means of its mortars and heavy gnns. We were too 
short-handed ourselves to spare a single soldier. The 
brave oi-duance-sergeant, Skillen, who was in charge 
there, begged hard that we would send him a few 
ai'tiilerists. He could not bear the thought of sur- 
rendering the work to the enemies of the Govern- 
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raeiit without a struggle, and would have made a de- 
termined resistance if iio could have found any one 
to stand by him. Wo talked the matter over, aiid 
Captain Foster thought he could re-enforce Skillen 
by selecting a few reliable men from his masons to 
assist in defending the place. He accordingly sent 
a body of picked workmen there, under his assistant, 
Lieutenant R, K. Meade, with ordei-s to make certain 
repairs. Tlie moment, however, Meade attempted to 
teach these men the drill at the heavy guns, they 
drew hack in great alai-m, and it was soon seen that 
no dependence could be placed npon them. So Cas- 
tle Pincknoy was left to its fate. 

As the General Government seemed qnietly to have 
deserted us, we watched the public sentiment at the 
North witli mneh interest. There w^ but little to 
encourage ns there. The Northern cities, however, 
were beginning to appreciate the gravity of the cri- 
sis. ■ At the call of the Mayor of Philadelphia, a gi'eat 
pnblic meeting was held in Independence Square. 
For one, I was thoreughly dispirited and disgusted 
at the resolutions that were passed. They were evi- 
dently prompted by the almighty dollar, and the fear 
of losing the Southern trade. Tliey urged that the 
North shonld be more than ever subservient to the 
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South, more active in catcLiiig fugitive slax'es, and 
more careful not to speak against the institution of 
slaveiy. Aa a pendant to these resolutions, an oiii- 
cial attempt was made, a few days afterward, to pre- 
vent the eloquent Republican orator, George W. Car- 
tis, from advocating the ISforthei'n side of the ques- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE REMOVAL TO FOKT 

Piiaaagc of the Secession Oidinanca.— Governor Pickens's Frocla- 
mufioii. — Judge Petigru's Visit to Fort Moultiie. — Ployd's Treacii* 
ery. — Yaaeej'a Lectures in tim Nurtli. — The Kemoviil lo Fort 

On the lYtli a bill was passed to arm the militia 
of Nortli Carolina. 

On the same day the Charleston Convention met, 
and cliose General D. F. Jamison as their president, 
and on the 20th of the month the secession ordinance 
was dnly passed, and Sontli Cai-olina voted out o£ the 
Union amidst screams of enthusiasm. Immediately 
afterward there was gi-eat competition for the posses- 
sion of the immoi-tal pen with which tlie instrument 
was signed. At the close of the war, I heard it was 
for sale at a very low figure. 

The new Coveriioi", Francis W. Pickens, signed the 
ordinance very gladly, and issued his proclamation 
on tlie 24th declaring Sonth Carolina to be a free 
and independent nation. He had served as a mera- 
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bei- of Congress from 1835 to 1843, and ?& Minister 
to Eiissia in 1858, but he was not considered a man 
of decided ability. He was veiy impetuous in liis 
disposition, and, according to a statement made by 
liini in one of his Congressional speeches, which at- 
tracted much attention at the time, he was "bom in- 
sensible to fear." 

Soon after the State seceded, that stern old patriot, 
Jndge J. L. Petigrii, of Sonth Carolina, eaine over, 
with one of liis fnends, to pay ns a final visit, to ex- 
press the deep sorrow and sympathy iie felt for us in 
our trying position. As he knew that arrangements 
were being made to diive us ont, he bade us fare- 
well with mnch feeling. The teais I'olled down liis 
cheeks as he deplored the folly and the madiiess of 
the times. He had been previonsly asked in the city 
if he did not intend to join the secession movement. 
He replied, "/ should think not ! South Carolina is 
too mmAlfoT a republic, and too large for a lunatic- 
asyltimP At a later period of the war, it is said he 
was called upon to give up the property of his North- 
ern clients for confiscation, under a law which made 
it treason to refuse. He positively declined to com- 
ply with the demand, and said, with much spirit, 
" Whenever the time comes Ji>r tne to choose between 
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death and dishonor, I shall have no difficulty in say- 
ing which of the two I shall elect.'" It is much to be 
regretted that he did not live to witness tlie final tri- 
umph of the cause which was eo dear to liim. 

Tour of Buchanan's Cahinet — Floyd, Cobb, Tou- 
cey, and Thompson — were now open and avowed Dia- 
unionists. On the 23d, a defalcation of eight hnndi-ed 
and thirty-three thousand dollars was discovered in 
the Department of the Interior, while the Seeretaiy, 
Jacob Thompson, was absent from hia post, and act- 
ing as a disunion agent, to represent the State of Mis- 
sissippi. This dallying with treason in the Cabinet 
was one of the most discouraging signs of the times. 

A circumstance now occurred which to my mind 
was proof positive that Floyd intended to betray ns 
and the Government he represented. I have no 
doubt it hastened onr departure from Fort Moultrie. 
He directed Captain Foster to have the guns mount- 
ed in Fort Sumter immediately. It was plain enough, 
from demonstrations ali-eady made, that the moment 
this was done the rebels would seize the fort, and tui-n 
its powerful armament upon us. There was no one 
there to resist them. It seems to me that Floyd's 
speech to tlie Secessionists of Richmond, made short- 
ly after his flight from Washington, was a pretty 
3* 
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plain aolvnowlcdgment that lie had violated his oatli 
of office as Secretary of War, in order that he might 
advance the interests of the Confederacy. He eaid 
oil that occaaiou, "I undertook so to dispose of the 
power in my hands that when the teri'ilic hour came, 
you, and all of you, and each of you, should say, ' This 
man has done his duty.'" 

Anderson had been urged by scvcial of u& to re- 
move his command to Fort Sumtei, hut he had mra- 
riahly replied that he was speoiallj assigned to Fort 
Moultrie, and had no right to vacate ifc ivithout or- 
ders. Our affaii-s, however, were becoming ciitical, 
and I thought it my duty to speak to him again on 
the sutjeet. He still apparently adhered to his de- 
cision, Nevertheless, he had fully determined to 
make the change, and was now merely awaiting a fa- 
vorable opportunity. To deceive the enemy, he still 
kept at work with unabated zeal on the defenses of 
Fort Moultrie. This exactly suited the purposes of 
the rebel leaders, for they knew we could make no 
effectual defense there, and onr preparations would 
only increase the prestige of tlieir victory. We were 
not authorized to commence hostilities by burning 
the adjacent houses, and yet, if tliey were not leveled, 
clouds of riflemen could occnpy them, and prevent 
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our men from serving the guns. Under any ciicoia- 
Btances, it was plain that we muat soon Buccnmb from 
over-exertion and loss of sleep incident to repelling 
ince^nt attacks from a host of enemies. The fact 
that through the provident care of tlie Seei-etaiy of 
War the gnns of Fort Sumter would also be turned 
upon us, enflladiiig two sides of Fort Moultrie, and 
taking another side in j-everee, was quite decisive 
as to the impossibility of our making a lengthened 



Up to tliis time we bad hoped, almost against hope, 
that, even if the Government were base enough to de- 
sert us, the loyal spirit of the patriotic North would 
manifest itself in om- favor, inasmuch as our little 
force represented the supremacy of the Constitntion 
and the laws ; but all seemed donbt, apathy, and con- 
fusion there. Yancey was delivering lectures in the 
Northern States, as a representative of the Disnnion- 
ists, not only without molestation, but with frequent 
and vociferous applause from the Democratic masses, 
who could not be made to believe there was any real 
danger. 

In making his arrangements to cross over, Ander- 
son acted with consnmmate prudence and ability. He 
only communicated Iiia design to the staff-offieere. 
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whose co-operation was indispensable, and he waited 
!mtil the moiiieut of execution before he informed 
the others of his intention. No one, of course, would 
deliberately betray a secret of this kind, bnt it some- 
times happens, under snch circumstance, that officers 
give indications of what is about to take place by 
sending for their washing, packing their trunks, and 
making change in their messing arrangements. 

Without knowing positively that any movement 
had been projected, two circumstances excited my 
suspicions. Once, while I was walking with the 
major on the parapet, he tiii'ned to me abruptly, and 
asked me what would be the best course to take to 
render the gun-carriages unserviceable. I told him 
there were several methods, but my plan would be 
to heap pitch-pine knots around thejn, and bum them 
np. The question was too suggestive to escape my 
attention. 

On the day previous to our departure, I requested 
liim to allow me to purchase a large qiiantity of wire, 
to make an entanglement in front of tlie part of the 
work I was assigned to defend. He said, with a quiz- 
zical look, " Certainly ; you sliall have a mile of wire, 
if you require it" Wlien I proposed to send for it 
immediately, he smiled, and objected in such a pecnl- 
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iar way tliafc I at once saw that he was no longer in- 
tei-ested in our efforts to strengthen Port Motiltrie. 

As a preliminary to the proposed movenient, he 
directed the post quartermaster, Lieutenant Hall, 
to chai'ter tliree sclioonei-a and some barges, for the 
ostensible purpose of transporting the soldiers' fami- 
lies to old Fort Johnson, on the opposite side of the 
harbor, where there were some, dilapidated public 
buildings belonging to the United States. The dan- 
ger of the approaching conflict was a good pretext 
for the removal of the non-combatants. All tliis 
seemed natural enongh to the enemy, and no one of- 
fered any oppasition. In reality, these vessels were 
loaded with supplies for all the troops, with reference 
to a prolonged residence in Fort Snmter. Hall was 
directed to land every thing there as soon as a signal- 
gun w^ fli-ed. In tlie mean time he sailed for Fort 
Johnson, and lay off and on, waiting for the signal. 

Andei'son had broken np his own mess, and on the 
last evening of onr stay (December 36th) I left my 
room to ask him in to take tea with us. The sun 
was just setting as I ascended tlie steps leading to 
the parapet and approached him. He was in the 
midst of a gi'onp of otficers, each of whom seemed 
silent and distrait. As I passed our assistant - sur- 
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geon, I remai'ked, " It is a fine evening, Crawford." 
He replied in a hesitating and embari'assed manner, 
showing that kia thonghts were elsewhere. I saw 
plainly that something nnusnal had occurred, An- 
dei-son approached me aa I advanced, and said quiet- 
ly, " I l!a\e determined to evacuate thia post immedi- 
ately, for the purpose of occupying Fort Bumter; I 
can only allow you twenty minutes to form your 
company and be in readiness to start." I was sur- 
prised at tliis aimouncement, and realized the gravity 
of the situation at a glance. "We were watched by 
spies and vigilance-committees, who would undoubt- 
edly open fire upon us as soon aa they aaw the ob- 
ject of the movement. I was naturally concerned, 
too, for tlie safety of my wife, who w^ the only lady 
in the fort at that time, and who would necessarily 
be exposed to considerable danger. Fortunately, I 
had little" or no property to loae, as, in anticipation 
of a crisis, I had previously sent every thing of value 
to New York. Some of the other officers did not 
fare so well. The doctor, not expecting so sudden 
a dSnouemenf, had neeeasarily left his medical stores 
impached, Foster, who had taken a bouse outside 
for his family, was wholly unprepared, and lost 
heavily. 
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I made good use of the twenty miimtes allowed 
me. I first went to the barracks, fonned ray com- 
pany, inspected it, and eaw that each man was prop- 
erly armed and equipped. This left me ten" miu- 
utea to spare. I dashed o\'er to my qnai-tei-s; told 
my wife to get ready to leave immediately, and as 
the fighting would probably commence in a few min- 
utes, I advised her to take refuge with some fam- 
ily outside, and get behind the sand-hills as soon as 
possible, to avoid the shot. She hastily threw !iei- 
wearing - apparel into her trunks, and I called two 
men to put her baggage outside the main gate, I 
then accompanied her there, and we took a sad and 
hasty leave of each other, for neither knew when or 
where we would meet again. As soon as this was 
accomplished, I strapped on my revolver, tied a 
blanket across my shoulders, and reported to Major 
Anderson that my men were in I'eadiness to mo\"e. 

In the mean time Lieutenant Jefferson 0. Davis, 
of my company, who had been detailed to command 
the rear gnaixl, aimed the guns, which were already 
loaded, to bear upon the passage to Fort Sumter, and 
Captain Foster and Assistant-surgeon Crawford, witli 
two sergeants and three privates, remained with him, 
and took post at Ave columbiads, in readiness to car- 
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ry out Major Anderson's design, wliich was to sinlc 
tJie guard-boats, should they attempt to fire into ua 
or run lis dowu while en route. Certainly the major 
showed no lack of deterniinatioii or energy on this 
occasion. 

If wo were succesaf iil in crossing, Davis was to 
follow with the remainder of the men. Foster and 
Mr, Moale agreed to remain hehiiid until morning. 
They also volunteered to place themselves at the 
guns, and cover the retreat of the rear guard under 
Davis, in c^e an attempt was made. to intercept tliem. 

The cliaplain, the Uev. Matthias Hai'ris, being a 
non-combatant, and having his family in the village, 
was not notified. Il^either was Surgeon Simons, of 
the army, who was living in a honse adjoining the 
foi't, and directly in line witli our guns. When he 
saw the movement in progress, he hastened out with 
liis family, to shelter them behind the eand-hills as 
soon as possible. 

Eveiy thing being in readiness, we passed out of 
the main gates, and silently made our way for about 
a quarter of a mile to a spot where the boatB were 
In'dden behind an irregular pile of rocks, which orig- 
inally formed ^lart of the sea-wall. There was not a 
single human being in sight as we marched to the 
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I'endezvous, and we had the extraordinary good luck 
to be wholly unobserved. We found several boats 
awaiting iis, under charge of two engineer officere. 
Lieutenants Snyder and Meade. They and their 
crews were crouched down behind the rocks, to es- 
cape observation. In a low tone they pointed out to 
iiie the boats intended for my company, and then 
pushed out rapidly to return to the fort. Noticing 
that one of the guai-d- boats was approaching, they 
made a wide circuit to avoid it. I hoped there would 
be time for my party to ctoss befoi'e the steamer could 
overhaul us ; but as among my men there were a num- 
ber of unskillful oai-smen, we made but slow progress, 
and it soon became evident that we would be over- 
taken in mid-channel. It was after simset, and the 
twilight bad deepened, so that there was a fair chance 
for us to escape. While the steamer was yet afar offj 
I took off my cap, and threw open my coat to con- 
ceal the buttons. I also made tlie men talse off their 
coats, and use them to cover up their mnskels, which 
were lying alongside the rowlocks. I hoped in this 
way that we might pass for a party of laborers re- 
turning to tlie fort. The paddle-wheels stopped with- 
in about a hundred yai-ds of ua; but, to our great re- 
lief, after a slight scrutiny, the steamer kept on its 
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■\v"aj. Ill the mean, time our men redoubled tbeiv ef- 
forts, and we soon anived at our destination. As we 
ascended the steps of the wharf, crowds of workmen 
rushed out to meet us, most of them wearing seces- 
sion emblems. Oue or two Union men among them 
cheered lustily, but the majority called out angrily, 
" What are these soldiers doing here ?" I at once 
formed my men, charged bayonets, drove the tumult- 
uous mass inside the foii, and seized the guard-room, 
which commanded the main entmnee. I then placed 
sentinels to prevent the crowd from encroaching on 
Hs, As soon a8 we had disembarked, the boats were 
sent back for Seymour's company. The major landed 
soon after in one of the engineer boats, which had 
coasted along to avoid the steamer. Seymoui''s men 
arrived in safety, followed soon after by the remain- 
ing detachments, which had been left behind as a 
i-ear-guard. The latter, however, ran a good deal of 
risk, for in the dark it passed almost under the bow 
of the gnai'd-boat Nina. The whole movement was 
successful beyond our most sanguine expectations, 
and we were highly elated. The signal-gun was fired, 
and Hall at once sailed over, and landed tlie soldiers' 
families and supplies. As soon as the schooners were 
unloaded, the disloyal workmen were placed on board 
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and shipped off to the main-land. Only a few of the 
best and most reliable were retained. 

Upon leaving rae, mj wife toot refuge temporari- 
ly in tlie residence of Dan Sinclair, the sutler of the 
post, a most excellent man, and one to whom we were 
indebted for many tindnesses. Finding that tlie peo- 
ple of Monltrieville were not yet aware of the change 
that had taken place, and that every tiling was tran- 
quil, she ventured back to the fort, and finished the 
removal of all our effects. After this, hi company 
with tho chaplain's family, she walked np and down 
the beach the greater part of the night, looking anx- 
iously toward Tort Sumter to see if there were any 
indications of trouble or disturbance there. In the 
morning she took np her I'esidenoe at the chaplain's 
Jiouse. As for the otlier ladies, both Mi's. Simons and 
Mrs. Foster fled to the city at the first intimation of 
danger, and Mi-s. Seymour was*already there. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THK VrilST OVERT ACT. 

The New Quavtets, ~ Seizure of Castle Pinckiiey by Charlefiton 
I'loopa. — Eaising ihe Flag at Fort Sumter. — The Sereeaiii's 
Daughler.— Miijor Arciei-EOn's Position, ^Tbe Charleston Troops 
lake Fort Moultrie, — A Military Problem. — Condition of Foit 
Sumler. — Govemov Pickens's Commiasion. — A New Outrage. 

On tlie veiy day that these events occurred, the 
South Carolina commissioners, R. W, Barnwell, J. H. 
Adams, and James L. Orr, arrived in Washington to 
treat for the siirrendei- of tlie forts and other pnbli<! 
property. It proved to be a very inauspicious time 
for such a negotiation. 

Our garrison were up betimes on the morning of 
the 37tli, to inspect their new quarters. The soldiers 
thronged the parapet in such numbers as to attract 
the attention of the troops on board the Niva. That 
vessel steamed up to the city in great haste, and com- 
municated the startling intelligence that !Fort Sum- 
ter, in some inexplicable manner, had been fully re- 
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enforced* The chagrin of the authorities was in- 
tense. Messeiigei-s were at once dispatched to all 
parts of the city, to ring the door-bells and arouse 
the people. 

While this was going on in town, Anderson, wlio 
was very pnnctilious in i-egard to settling all debts 
due by the United States to citizens, determined to 
send a detachment, nnder Lieutenant Davis, back to 
Port Moultrie as a guard to Captain Foster, to en- 
able him to pay off the claims of the workmen he 
had left behind. Doctor Crawford went over also, 
to look after some of liis medical property. As the 
gnard-boafs had been withdrawn, they reached tlio 
fort without difficulty, and found it deserted. The 
people of the little village, to all appeai'ance, were 
still ignorant of our change of station. Soon after 
tlieir arrival, the party, in accordance with instruc- 
tions from Major Anderson, set fire to the gun-car- 
riages bearing on Fort Sumter, and destroyed all the 
ammunition and military materia! that could not be 
brought away. The guns had been spiked the night 
before, and the flag-staff was cut down, either at that 
time or in the morning. 

* DawSon'B Historital Magazine. 
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As I have stated, the major took gi'eat pains to 
see that all bills, even those of a private nature, due 
in Oharleaton were fnlly paid by the officers and men 
of his command ; but many leading mereiiants in the 
city were not so scrnpnlons. They gladly took ad- 
vantage of the war to repudiate the claims of their 
Korthem creditors. I was also informed by one of 
the pay-masters that a number of officers of the army 
who resigned to join the rebellion first deliberately 
drew their month's pay in adi'ance, and then left the 
pay-maeter, as a penalty for his kindness, to make 
good the deficiency from his private funds, in order 
to settle his aeconiita. 

Foster and Davis, finding Fort Monltrie still de- 
serted, made good nse of the occasion by loading 
np with supplies and ammunition one of the schoon- 
ers which had been previously chartered to carry 
over the women and ehildi^en, and which were now 
lying empty at the wharf. 

On their way back from this expedition our offi- 
cers saw the Charleston troops going over to take 
possession of Castle Pinekney. The calm and digni- 
fied South Carolina Legislature had not authorized 
this outrageous proceeding. Even if m'O assume 
that the State had the right to secede, it does not 
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follow that the public propeiiy witliin her limits 
properly belonged to her. It appertained to the na- 
tion at large, inasmuch as all the other States had 
contiibnted toward it, and therefore it was a proper 
subject of negotiation. To seize it at once, without 
a declaration of war, and while the subject was still 
pending, was a violation of all right and precedent. 
The hot-headed goveiiior, however, irritated at our 
change of station, took the responsibility of com- 
mencing hostilities against the Union, without the 
eo-opei'ation of the Legislature, and this, too, at a 
time when the State was almost destitute of war ma- 
terial and funds. I doubt if tliei-e were more than 
half a dozen heavy guns on hand, and there were 
certainly not a dozen rounds of cannon-powder for 
each. 

Major Anderson, who was a very religioiiB man, 
thought it best to give some solemnity to our occu- 
pation of Eort Sumter by formally raising the flag, 
at noon, with prayer and militai'y ceremonies, Tlie 
band played " The Star-spangled Banner," the troops 
presented arms, and our chaplain, the Rev. Mattliias 
Harris, offered up a fervent supplication, invoking 
the blessing of Heaven upon onr small command 
and the cause we represented. Three cheers wei'e 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



72 REMINISCENCES OF 

then given for the flag, and the troops were dis- 
missed. 

The seizure of Caatle Pinckney, on tlie afternoon 
of the 27th, was the first overt act of tlie Secession- 
ists against the sovereignty of the United States. Aa 
already stated, it was ordered by Governor Pickens, 
on his own responsibility, withont tlie concurrence 
of the Legislature.* The latter, indeed, positively 
declined to sanction the measnre. At 2 p.m. the 
Washington Light Infantry and Meagher Guards, 
botli companies of Colonel J. J. Petigru's rifle reg- 
iment, embarked, under command of that officer, on 
board the Nina, and steamed down to t^ie little isl- 
and u^wn which the Castle is situated. Wlien they 
arrived in front of the main gates tliey found tliem 
closed ; whereupon tiicy applied Bcaling-laddei's, and 
with eager, flushed faces made their way to the top 
of the wall. The excitement was needless, for there 
was no one there to resist them, tlie only fighting- 
men present being Lieutenant U. K. Meade, of the 
engineers, and Ordnance -sergeant Skillen, who re- 
sided there with his family, and who was in charge 

* See Diiwson's sloiy of I'd! Sumter, in the Ilislorkal Magazine 
for January, 1872. 
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of the work. Meade, himself a Virginian, liad a . 
sharp colloquy with Petigrn, and expressed liiinself 
in severe terms in relation to this treasonable assault. 

After taking possession, one of the rebel officers 
found the sergeant's daughter, pretty Kate Skillen, 
aged fifteen, weeping bitterly at the foot of the ram- 
parts. He assured her no harm should befall her. 
She replied, " I am not crying because I am afraid !" 
" What is the matter, t]ien ?" said he, " I am crying 
because you have put that miserable rag up thei-e," 
slie said, pointing to the Palmetto flag which had 
just been raised to the top of the staff. 

Poster's few reliable woi-kmen proved to bo a bad 
investment. It is said that most of them, wJieii tliey 
fomid the enemy were actually coming, hid in clos- 
ets, sheds, and under the bods, and some cried bit- 
terly. 

While this was going on. Major Anderson and my- 
self stood side by side on the parapet, watching the 
scene through our spy-glasses. J'l-om his expressions 
of indignation,! was in hopes he would take prompt 
jneasures to close the harbor against any further en- 
croachments of tlie State troops, made with a view to 
oecnpj Fort Moultrie or Fort Johnson. It w^onld 
have reiinlred bnt a short time to monnt a few 
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pieces; aud when these were ouee in position, it 
would liave been easy to cut ofE all direct commnni- 
eation by water between t]ie difEei'ent posts. In 
short, he could take entire possession of tlie harbor. 
He- did threaten to pnt out the lighte in the light- 
houses with his artillery, and close the port in that 
way ; but his anger soon passed away, and he took 
110 aggressive measures of any kind. 

In my opinion, if he could have been satisfied that 
no other States would join Sonth Carolina in her mad 
attempt, he would have done every thing tliaflay in 
bis power to punish her; for he looked npon her as 
a spoiled child that needed correction. Having mar- 
ried a iady from Georgia, he had almost identified 
himself witli that State. He did own a plantation 
and negroes tliere, but had recently sold them. The 
purchaser afterward refused to pay .for them, on the 
ground that Anderson had destroyed tlieir value by 
virtually warring against slavery. At tliis period t]ie 
feeling in many parts of the South was strong against 
South Carolina. This was pai-tieiilarly the case among 
t3ie young men of Georgia, who looked upon the lead- 
ei^ of secession in the Palmetto State as very presum- 
ing, because these leaders thonglit and acted as if they 
were the only representatives of Sontherri sentiment, 
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and as if the leadership belonged to tlieni as a matter 
of right. They seemed to consider that the mere fact 
of being born iii South Carolina (or Carolina, as they 
called it, contemptuously ignoring Nortli Carolina) con- 
stituted in itself a patent of nobility ; and their im- 
plied scorn of other States caused the antagonistic 
feeling which I have mentioned. This was shared 
by Andei'son, until he found that Georgia also would 
certainly secede. He then seemed to lose all inter- 
est in the Union, and merely desired to become a 
spectator of the contest, and not an actor. His ef- 
forts thenceforth were simply confined to making his 
fort secure against an assault. Hardly any amount 
of provocation could Induce him to become tlio as- 
sailant. 

On the day we left Fort Moultrie, Captain Hum- 
phreys, of the engineers, arrived there from Wasliiug- 
ton, with orders for Captain Foster from the Secre- 
tary of War. I have never learned tiie pnrpoi't of 
these dispatches. 

On the 37th, the day after we evacuated the place. 
Lieutenant-colonel Wilmot G. De Saussnre arrived at 
Fort Moultrie, at 9 p.m., with his battalion of Charles- 
ton artillery and thirty riflemen ; in all, one hundred 
and seventy men. (The companies composing tlie 
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battalion were the Marion Artillery, tlie La Fayette 
Artillery, the German Artillery, and tlie Washington 
Artillery.) I was informed by a spectator that the 
new-comers were exceedingly cautions in mating an 
entrance. They were looking ont for mincB in all 
directions, and had brought laddei-a with them, on 
the supposition that there might be torpedoes in front 
of the main gates. It was a clear, beautifnl evening, 
and the moon was at the full. They were greatly 
enraged to find the flag-staff cut down, for they had 
hoped to rnn np their own flag on tire veiy spot where 
onra had formerly waved. They fonnd, too, the gun- 
carriages bunied, and the guns, which had gradually 
settled down as the carriages gave way, resting with 
their breeches on the platforms, and the m uzzles lean- 
ing agaiust the walla. Ont of the month of each hung 
a small white string. As many of the guns had been 
kept loaded for a considerable length of time, these 
strings had been tied by me to the eartiidges, in or- 
der tliat the latter might be pulled out and sunned 
occasionally, aa a precaution against dampness. Do 
SausBure's men imagined that these strings wove ar- 
ranged with a view to blow up the guns the moment 
any one attempted to interfere with them, and each 
soldier, as lie passed, avoided the supposed danger. 
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The South Carolina officere, at this period, spent 
much of their time in disenssing military problems. 
One of these, which was aftei'ward referi'ed to iis 
for solution, occasioned us mncli amusement. Alt 
cannon-balls nsed in the army, and exposed to the 
weather, are coated with a varnish of coal-tai-, to 
protect them from rust. Many of tliose we left 
behind were in piles near tlie gnns, and when the 
carriages were btinied, the tar melted, ran down in 
streams, and coagulated in lumps. It was immedi- 
ately reported that before leaving we had taken 
great pains to tar the balls, to render them useless. 
The problem ■which puzzled the military savans of 
Charleston was, to determine in what way cannon- 
balls were ruined by tar. Some months afterward, 
when we evacuated Fort Sumter, one of the officers 
who had been much intei-ested in this subject took 
Seymour aside, and asked biin confidentially if he 
had any objection to tell him why we tarred our 
balls, assuring him most earnestly that they could 
scrape it all off. 

Upon occupying Fort Sumter, we found it was in 
a very unfinished condition, and that it would re- 
quire an itnmcnse amount of labor to render it safo 
against an assault. It had no flanking defenses 
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■whatever. Three or four hundred men, with sliort 
ladders, could easily have taken it ; for no guns were 
iiionnted, except a few on the gorge, and all the em- 
brasui-ea were open, there being no eEBeient means of 
closing them. On the gorge side, where the whai'f 
was located, there were two eally-poi-ts and nnmer- 
ous windows to be gnarded. In tl^e second story 
the embrasures were nothing but lai-ge unfinished 
openings, slightly boai-ded np. Three or four blows 
of an axe would have made a broad entrance for an 
escalading party. The foi-m of tlie fort was a pen- 
tagon. Eetaining a small force as a reserve in the 
centre of the work, we could only f uvnieh eight men 
to defend each side and guard all tiio numerous 
openings. 

Fortunately no assault was made. It was thought 
tlie foil; was almcet impi'egnable, and that there 
would be no difficulty in inducing Buchanan to or- 
der us back to Fort Moultrie. This occasioned a 
delay, and gave us time to strengthen our position. 
"We were hard at work, mounting gnus, preparing 
shells to be used as hand-grenades, stopping np sur- 
plus embrasures, and removing the debris which en- 
cumbered the passages from one part of the work 
to another. Quarfere were selected for the officei-s, 
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eoldiers, and canip-woinen ; and the liouseliold f iiriii- 
tnre wbicli belonged to each, and which had been 
thrown pell-mell on the parade-ground, was all sep- 
arated and deposited in the different rooms. I chose 
an apartment near tlie meas ball, and made it so com- 
fortable that Anderson and Seymour came there tem- 
porarily to live with me. Our mess was also organ- 
ized, and placed in charge of Mr. Edward Moale. 

In the afternoon, Governor Piclcens sent Colonel 
J. J. Petigru and Major Elisou Capers, both field- 
officei-s of the rifle regiment, in full unifoj'm, to in- 
terview Major Auderaon. Their looks were full of 
wrath, and they bowed stiffly and Indignantly in an- 
swer to our smiling salutations. I was present at 
the conversation tliat ensued, bnt. did not take notes. 
They told the major that perhaps he was not aware 
that an agreement bad been entered into with Presi- 
dent Enchanan not to I'e-enforce the forts in the har- 
bor. Tliey desired to call his attention to tlie fact 
that his recent movement was in direct violation of 
the contract referred to. They were, therefore, di- 
rected by the governor to request liim, perempto- 
rily but courteously, to immediately return to Eort 
Moultrie. Andereon replied, in substance, that he 
knew notliing of any such agreement; that as com- 
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mander of the defenses of Chai-leston he had an in- 
herent right to occupy any fort in the harbor. He 
stated that he, too, w^ a Southern man; that he be- 
lieved the whole difficulty was brought on by the 
faithlessness of the North — ^here tlie aids made a 
stiff bow — bnt as regards returning to Fort Moultiie, 
he could not, and he would not, do it. The com- 
missioners were then courteously dismissed. 

I have always felt that this was a most insolent 
demand. If the governor considered hiinseif ag- 
grieved by our change of station, his redress lay in 
an appeal to Washington. This attempt to assume 
command of ue, and order us out of a United States 
fort, -was an assumption of authority that merited a 
more spiiited reply. 

Before his messengere left, I took occasion, in con- 
versation with a person who came over in the boat 
with them, to refer to the great strength of the work, 
and I also spoke of the shells which we had prepared 
to throw down on the heads of an attacking party. I 
knew the conversation would be repeated, and hoped 
it might have some effect in deterring an immediate 



A new outrage now took place in full view of our 
garrison. The United States revenue cutter, which 
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lay anchored in the stream, was turned over by its 
commander, Captain N. L. Coste, to the authoi-ities of 
South Carohna. The previous seizures, made with- 
out a declaration of war, had been juatiiied on the 
ground that the forts and public bnildings were flxt- 
iires within the limits of the State. To retain this 
vessel was simply an acfc of piracy. 

When it became apparent that Sonth Carolina did 
not control the Administration in Washington, and 
that Anderson would not be ordered back, it is pos- 
sible a boat attack might have been organized against 
us; but a storm came up about this time, and the 
wind was so violent that no small boat could venture 
out with safety. This occasioned, still further delay, 
which enabled us to do much toward placing the 
fort in a better condition for defense. 
4* 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

EirixjT OF andekson's movement. 

President Buchanan Aroused. — Excitement In Clisileston. — Tba Sit- 
uation at the Beginning of 1861.— Governor Piciens's War Meas- 
ures. — " Mj heart was never in this Woi'." 

Anderson's movement and the sudden uprising of 
the North put an end to tlie mission of the South 
Carohna commissioner. Governor Pickens seized 
Castle Pinckney and Fort Moulti-ie on the 3Yth, and 
tlie cnstom-house and other United States proper- 
ty on the 28th. Before leaving, the commissionera 
made a formal call upon the President. The latter 
expected some apology oi- explanation in relation to 
the high-handed outragea which had been pei-pe- 
ti'ated. Ha^i they temporized, or even used concil- 
iatory language on this occasion; it is possible the 
South might still have preserved tbe ascendency it 
had always held in the conncils of the President. 
Fortunately, they aasnined an air of injured inno- 
cence, and required Mr. Buchanan to humble him- 
self before them for the past, and give gnai-antees 
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for the future by immediately oi'deriiig Fort Sum- 
ter to be vacated ; that is, by Biirrendering to the 
State all public property in Charleston harbor which 
had not been already Btoleii. For once, the Presi- 
dent, whose pereonal integrity was called in qiies- 
tion, was thorouglily roused, and made the only an- 
swer which suited the circumstances. He ordered a 
man-of-war to proceed to Charleston immediately, 
drive the State garrisons ont of the forts, and take 
po^ession of the city. He might, indeed, have ar- 
i-ested the commissioners for high ti'cason ; but his 
Unionism was of a very mild type, a,nd far from be- 
ing aggressive. 

One of the commissionei-s, Mr. Adams, hastened 
to telegi-aph to the authorities of Charleston, on the 
S8th, to prepai'e for war immediately, as there were 
no longer any hopes of a peaceful settlement. 

This dispatch caused a great npi-oar and excite- 
ment in Charleston. The banks at once suspended 
specie payments. All was terror and eonfnsion, for 
it was expected that a fleet would bombard the city 
and land troops, and, there were no adequate means 
of opposing its entrance. Castle Pinekney, indeed, 
might offer some resistance, bnt as it had been a de- 
pendency of Fort Sumter, and unoccupied, little, if 
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any, aminuiiition was kept there. The governor 
rushed frantically down to Fort Moultrie to hasten 
the prepai-atious for defense. Non-com bataats were 
urged to leave Monltrieville at once. The laborers 
formerly employed by Captain Foster were again 
hired by the State engineere, and were kept at work 
thereafter, night and day, in piling np sand-bags to 
shield the ti-oops from the fire of Fort Snmfer. The 
batteries at the north-eastern exb'eiiiity of SnlHvan's 
Island, which were made up of a few old field-pieces 
brouglit from the Citadel Academy in the city, were 
hastily put in oi-der to protect the entrance by that 
channel. As for Foi't Moultrie, before we left we 
had rendered its armament useless. At this time 
the guns were still spiked, and the workshops in the 
city were going niglit and day to replace the gun- 
carriages that had been bunied. In place of these, 
some of the guns and caiTiages were sent over from 
Ctistle Pinekney. 

No attempt had been made to fortify tho Morris 
Island channel, and vessels could enter tliere with- 
out the slightest difficulty. It took several days t-o 
transfer the guns and make the preparations I have 
mentioned. It follows, therefore, that if the Admin- 
istration had acted promptly, Charleston eonld have 
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been taken at once, and full I'eparation exacted for 
all the wrongs perpeti-ated against the United States. 
Why this was not done will be explained hereafter. 

Foster had not been able to settle with all liia 
workmen, and the rebels frequently sent tliem over 
under a flag of trueo to demand tlieir back pay and 
act as spies. I was enabled through this channel to 
keep lip a correspondeuce with my wife, who was 
still in Moultrie villo. I learned all that was going 
ou there, and took occasion to inform her that we 
had no means of lighting up our quarters— a serious 
inconvenience iit those long winter nights. She pur- 
chased a gross of matches and a box o£ candles, and 
had thera put on board one of the boats referred to, 
in full view of a rebel sentinel, who was snpervising 
the embarkation. She then requested one of the 
crew, an old soldier named M'Narliamy, who for- 
merly belonged to my company, to deliver them to 
me, which he agreed to do. The sentinel stared, but 
the self-possessed manner in which she acted made 
him think it must be all right, and he did not inter- 
fere. The box arrived safely, and added very much 
to our comfort and convenience. 

When the governor found that the spell of Sonth- 
ern supremacy was broken, and that there was no 
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probability tliat we would be 0]'dered back to Fort 
Moultrie, he wae in a very angry mood. He stopped 
our mail for a time, and cut off all commniiication 
with us. We were, of conrae, prevented from pnr- 
ciiasing fresh pi-ovisions, and reduced to poj-k, beans, 
and hard -tack. Anderson was quite indignant at 
this proeeeding, and again talked of shutting up the 
port by putting out the lights in the light-hoiises. 

While tlie leaders in tlie city complaijied bittei'ly 
to the public of Anderson for his poi-fidy in oecnpy- 
ing Fort Siimtei-, they did not hesitate, among them- 
selves, to express their admiration for his acuteness 
in evading the dangers and difHcnltiee which sur- 
I'ounded him, and for the sliillfnl iiiaoner in which 
he had accomplished it. 

Onr life now proved to be one of great hai'dship. 
Captain Seymour and myself were the only officers 
for duty as offlcere of the day, Lieutenant Davis and 
Lieutenant Hall serving under us as officers of the 
guard. The sitnation required constant vigilance. 
Lieutenant Talbot, being a great sufferer from Inng- 
diseaae, was unable to do this kind of duty. We 
were, therefore, very busy during the day superin- 
f«nding measures for defense, and were obliged to 
be on the alert, and wide awake every other night, 
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BO that we were completely exhausted in si short 
time. Assistant - anrgeon Crawford, having no sick 
in hospital, generously offered to do duty as oiEcer 
of the day, and his offer was gladly accepted. The 
two young engineer officers, Snyder and Meade, were 
also willing to serve as line officers; but Captain Fos- 
ter thought it was contrary to precedent, and they 
were not detailed. 

As the Engineer department is I'egarded in this 
conntry as the highest branch of the military serv- 
ice, and as its officers are really very able men, I can 
not conceive what induced them to bnild Fort Sum- 
ter without any flanking defenses whatever, and with- 
oxit fii'e-proof quarters for the oificei"S. The first de- 
fect I endeavored to remedy by projecting iron-plated, 
bullet-proof galleries over the angles of the parapet. 
I left small trap-doors in the bottom of these, for the 
pni-poae of throwing down sliella on tlie heads of any 
party below attempting to force an entrance through 
the embrasures. The other defect— the presence of 
so much combustible matter in the qiiartera — it was 
impossible to remedy, and it ultimately cost the loss 
of the fort. The excuse that it never could have 
been anticipated tliat the fort would be attacked from 
the land side is hardly a valid one, for a foreign fleet 
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might possibly have effected a landing on Morris Isl- 
and ; or tliey might have set fire to the quartei-s 
from the decks of the vessels by means of inecii- 
diary shells. 

As may woll be supposed, there was a great deal 
of excitement in Kew York in relation to ns; and, 
in view of the small number of men available for 
service in the regular army, three of the principal 
citizens, James A. Hamilton, Moses H. Grinnell, and 
I, E. Williams, offered, at their own expense, about 
the last of December, to send us four hnndred pick- 
ed artillerists from the citizen soldiery of the city; 
but General Scott refused to eiiteiiain the proposi- 
tion. 

On the 1st of January, 1861, wo took an aceonnt 
of our resonrces, and found we had but ono month's 
supply of fuel for cooking pni'poses, but few candles, 
and no soap. There was, however, a small light-house 
inside the fort, and we found a little oil stored there. 

It seemed to me that the time had now come when 
forbearance ceased to be a virtue. Even our oppo- 
nents were willing to acknowledge that we repre- 
sented a legitimate government, and that both duty 
and propriety called upon us to resist tlie numerous 
war measures which the governor of South Carolina 
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had inaugurated. He liad taken forcible possession 
of two United States forts, of the money in tlie cns- 
tom-honse, of the custom-house itself, and of other 
national property in Charleston. lie had closed tlie 
harbor, by destroying the costly prismatic lenses in 
the light-houaes, and by withdrawing the warning 
light-ship from Eattlesnake Shoal, He had cut off 
all communication between us and the city, and had 
seized the United States mails. His steamboats, 
laden with war material to be used in erecting bat- 
teries against us, were allowed to pass and repass 
Fort Sumter, not only without opposition, but witlt- 
out even a protest. Worse than all, he had com- 
menced imprisoning the ci'ewa of merchant vessels 
for contumacy in refusing to acknowledge his au- 
thority as the head of an independent nation. In 
7ain did these vessels reverse their flags in a mute 
appeal to us to use our guns in their defense. An- 
derson would do nothing — not even send a commu- 
nication to tlie governor on the subject, although the 
latter, without authority from tlie State Legislature, 
was thus wielding all the powers of a military dicta- 
tor. The enemy were gi-eatly emboldened at our 
weakness or timidity, and with good reason, for they 
saw us stand by with folded arms, and allow steam- 
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boat loads of amrnuuitioii and war material to pass 
lis, on tlieir way to Morris leland, to be used in the 
erection and arming of batteries to prevent any 
United States vessels from coming to our assistance. 

Kajor Andei-son was neither timid nor ii-resolute, 
and he was fully aware of his duties and responsi- 
bilities. Unfortunately, he desired not only to save 
the Union, but to save slavery with it. Without this, 
he considered tlie contest as hopeless. In this spirit 
lie submifted to every thing, and delayed all action in 
the expectation that Congress would make some new 
and more binding compromise which would restore 
peace to the country. He could not read the signs of 
the times, and see that the conscience of the nation 
and the progress of civilization had already doomed 
slavery to destruction. If he had taken this view 
of the situation, he would have made more sti-enu- 
ous efforts to hold on to the harbor of Charleston, 
and the one hundred and twenty millions of dollars, 
more or less, spent to i-egain it might still have 
formed part of the national treasui-y. 

Tlie applause which, both in the North and South, 
greeted his masterly movement of the 26th of De- 
cember, made him feel more like an arbiter between 
two contending nations than a simple soldier en- 
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gaged in carrying out the insti'uctione of liia aiipoii- 
ore. To show the spirit in wliicli he acted, it is only 
necessary to g^uote from bis letter to Governor Pick- 
ens wliile the rebellion waa still pending. He wrote: 
" My dear Governor, my heart was ne^'er in this war." 
This sentiment was repeated by him in lettera to 
other parties, and, strange to say, was actually sent in 
tJie form of an official communication to tlie adju- 
tant-general of the army. 

The difficulties he experienced in his unavaihng 
attempts to defer hostilities seriously impaired his 
health and spirits, and ultimately brought on the dis- 
ease which kept him almost entirely out of service 
dining the remainder of the war, and in all probabil- 
ity hastened his death. 

However much I differed from him in regard to 
his pro-slavery sentiments, I take pleasure in stating 
that, aside from his political career, the graces of liia 
private life were such as to win the esteem and re- 
gai-d of all who knew him. 
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CHAPTER VIE. 

THE " 8TAE OP TilE WEST." 

Piomise of Sncoor. — Fatal Delay. — A Contnmiicioiis Cbaplnin. — 
Visit from our Ladies. — Governor Picbens'B Cabinet. — Apiieavance 
of the Stixr of the West. — The Teasel fired upon from Monis 
lalaiid and Fort Moultrie. -^Majov Anderson's Protest.— Governor 
Pickens's Eeply. 

About tlie close of the year a great fear fell upon 
OharlestODj for they had received positive informa- 
tion t!iat a United Statea naval vessel was on its way 
to the city. The President had indeed acted prompt- 
ly. On the 3l8t of December, he ordered tlie BtooIc- 
^?/ra, man-of-war, under Captain Farragut,to take three 
hundred veteran soldiers on board from Fortress Mon- 
roe, as a re-enforcement for us, and then proceed to 
Charleston harbor to drive out the State troops, and 
resume possession of the public property. General 
Scott, the commander-in-chief, assented to the ar- 
rangement at the time ; but, unfortunately, he was 
afterward seized with doubts as to whether the with- 
drawing of so many men from Fortress Monroe might 
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not endanger its safety ; and that being a far more 
important work than Port Sumter^ he did not like to 
run any risk in relation to it. He therefore induced 
Mr. Buchanan to change the oi-der, and substitute for 
the Brooklyn a niercliaiit vessel, loaded with supplies 
and two hundred and fifty reciniits.* This was a fa- 
tal error, for the steamer chosen, the Star of the West, 
was, from its nature, wholly unfitted to contend with 
shore batteriea The general, who at this time was 
quite paciiically inclined, may have thought tliat if 
this vessel conld slip in, and land its cai-go unawares, 
he would have secured the harbor of Charleston witli- 
out increasing the war fever in the South. Ee this 
as it may, there is no doubt that his policy was too 
peaceful in the early days of the war. When a com- 
pany of the most distinguished men in Washington 
was formed, under Cassias M. Clay, to prevent the 
capture of the President, and the destruction of the 
public bnildings, he gave positive orders to Senator 
Nyo, who was on duty at the Navy-yard, not to fire 
upon the enemy in case they came there to take pos- 



* The fiiels in th 
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The original plan to succor na was excellent: the 
suhatitiite was an utter failure. A change of this 
kind always occasions more or less delay, and in tlie 
present instance nearly a week elajsed before tlie 
ve^el left Kew York. The enemy took immediate 
advantage of the time thns gained, to pnt up a work 
to control the main channel which passes by Morris 
Island, and which had pre\'iously been wholly unob- 
structed. They received tlie telegraphic notice on 
the 31st of December that a man-of-war would be 
sent, and the very next day the cadets of the Citadel 
Academy were hard at work at the new battery. It 
was located so that it would command the channel, 
and at the same time be beyond the reach of our 
guns. The day was cold and rainy, and the wind 
blew fiercely. We wondered bow long those boys 
would keep np their enthusiasm amidst die hardships 
and trials of the real war which was now fast ap- 
proaching. 

Our chaplain, who liad been present at the raising 
of the flag, and had then returned to his family in 
Moultrieville, desired to make na another visit. Por 
tins purpose, he called upon the rebel commander at 
Fort Moultrie, and asked if there would be any ob- 
stacle thrown in the way of his crossing over to see 
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ns. The aiiswei- was, " Oh no, parson ; I think I will 
give you a pass." The chaplain replied, " I did not 
ask you for a pass, sir 1 I am a United States offi- 
cer, and I shall visit a United States fort whenever 
I think proper, witliout asking yonr permission. I 
simply desire to know whether you intend to pre- 
vent my going by force." He was not allowed to 
croes; and as he soon gave new proofs of contuma- 
cy by peiBisting in praying for the President of the 
United States, when asked to hold servioes in the 
chapel, before the rebel soldici-s, he was soon ban- 
ished, and his property confiscated. 

The ladies we had left behind naturally felt a 
strong desire to be with ns once raoi'e. My wife did 
not wish to a'slr permi^ion of the rebel authorities, 
and I saw little chance of her coming in any other 
way. Nevertheless, to my surprise, she made her ap- 
pearance at the whai-f at Fort Sumter on the after- 
noon of the 3d of January. It seems she found a 
boat-load of laborers about to make the passage, for 
the purpose of obtaining their back pay from Cap- 
tain Foster. She took a seat in the stern of the boat, 
and told tliem to take her with them. The sentinel 
who was there to esamine the passes did not intej'- 
fere or ask her any questions, so she came over with- 
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out difflcnlty. Mrs. Foster and her sistei-, Mi's. Smith, 
were already with us, having obtained a pennit from 
the governor. Mre. Seymour had made an imsuc- 
cessfnl appHcatioii to the commander of Foit Moul- 
trie, and had been somewhat rudely refused. Two 
dever httle boys, sons of our generous-liearted sutler, 
Dan Sinclair, volunteered to row her across. After 
dark, they pulled a boat out from under a house up 
the beach ; and as there was no guard there, Mrs. 
Seymour canje o\'er without difficulty. 

The ladies were desirous of I'emaiiiing an indef- 
inite length o£ time; but we had no means of mak- 
ing them comfoi-table, and Major Anderson thought 
their presence would merely add to our embarrass- 
ment. In accordance with his wislies, tJiey left that 
niglit and the next day. The cold was intense, aiid 
as all the wood was retained for coolcing purposes, I 
was obliged to split up a mahogany table for fuel, to 
keep my wife from suffering during her brief visit. 
She and Mi-s. Seymour went back with the Sinclair 
hoys at midnight. They succeeded in making a 
landing, and in reaching the chaplain's house with- 
out being observed. 

In the mean time, an amusing scene had oceun'ed 
there. A very chivalrous gentleman, Ex -Governor 
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MeaDs, o£ South Caj'oliiia, had leamed in some way 
that Mrs. Sej^mour had been rudely refused permission 
to visit her hnaband in Fort Sumter, He thonght 
this action of the commandant of Fort JVEoultrie 
harsh and nn necessary, and was kind enough to take 
the trouble to call at the chaplain's house to assnre 
Mi-s, Seymour that he would procure her a pass fi'om 
higher authority. The chaplain hardly knew how to 
act He did not like to tell the ex-governor that Mrs. 
Seymour had already gone, for fear it might get the 
Sinclair boys into trouble. He therefore pretended 
that Mi's. Seymour was confined to 3ier room with a 
siek-headaehe. The ex-governor sent in repeated mes- 
sages to beg that she wonld see him, if it was only 
for a moment, but the answers made np by Mrs. 
Harris were invariably in the negative. The chap- 
lain afterward laughed heartily at the eqiuyocal posi- 
tion he had been forced to assume. 

Now that we were alone once more, we went to 
work ^yith a will. The Baltimore laborers were of 
inestimable value. They did an immense amount of 
labor in the way of mounting guns, and moving 
weighty materials from one part of the work to an- 
other ; but they showed no inclination to take part 
in the fighting, should any occur. 
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On the 3d, the South Carolina corainiBsioners final- 
ly shook off the dust from their feet, and left Wash- 
ington, having utterly failed to accomplish the object 
of their mission. 

Ou the same day, the governor, through Mr. Gour- 
din's* influence, permitted ns to receive our mails 
onee more. By this date we had mounted all the 
gnns we were able to man on tlie lower tier, and had 
bricked up the surplus windows, sally-ports, and em- 
brasures, as we had no one to guai-d them. The ene- 
my, in the mean time, had erected a battery at Foi-t 
Johnson, and marked out another directly opposite to 
us in Moulti'ievillc, 

On the 6th, the mayor of New York, Fernando 
Wood, promulgated a message to tlio effect that the 
Union was breaking up, and recommending that the 
city of New York secede from the State. At this 
time the seeming indifference of the politicians to 
our fate made ns feel like orphan children of the 
Republic, deserted by botli the State and Federal 
ad ministration s. 

On the same day. Governor Pickens gi-aciously al- 

* One of the original leaders of aecesBion, and a lifu-long friend 
and correspoudent of Major Anderson. 
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lowed Mrs. Anderson to vieit lier husband, but cou- 
pled the permisaiou with the ungenerous stipulation 
that the interview must take place in presence of 
witne^ea. He disliked very much to disoblige her, 
as she belonged to one of the most distinguished 
families of Georgia, and had many influential rela- 
tives among the Secessionists. Mr, Gourdin too, who 
was a warm personal friend of her husband, exerted 
himeelf in her behalf. While she herself displayed 
great patriotism, several of her brothere in the final 
attack on Fort Sumter were on the opposite side, 
fighting against her husband. Under the cii-cum- 
stances, her visit to ua was a brief one. She bi-oiight 
a valuable addition to the fort in the shape of Peter 
Hart, a gallant and tnistworthy man, who had been 
AndeiBon's orderly sergeant in iTexico. She felt 
much easier in her mind, now that the major had 
Hart to look after him. He was only permitted to 
join ns on condition that his duties were to be those 
of a civilian, and not of a soldier. 

On the 8th, the governor, who, like Louis XIV., 
might very readily have said, "Z'eto#, ^e&t mai ,'" 
concluded to form a cabinet to assist him in his on- 
erous duties. He accoi'dingly appointed J. G. Ma- 
grath Secretaiy of State ; D. F. Jamison, Secretary 
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of War ; 0. G. Mcmminger, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury ; A. C. Garlington, Secretary of the Interior ; and 
W. H. Harlee, Postmaster-general. 

On the same day, onr ladiee, who had assembled 
at the Mills House, in Cliai'leston, Jeft for the North 
in a body, on account of the state of public feeling 
in the city.* 

Their presence with ns threw a momentary bright- 
nesa over the scene, bnt after their departure eveiy 
thing looked more gloomy and disheartening than 
befora The fort itself was a deep, dark, damp, 
gloomy-looking place, inclosed in high walls, where 
the sunlight rarely penetrated. If we ascended to 
the parapet, we saw nothing but imeonth State flags, 
representing palmettos, pelicans, and other strange 
devices. No echo seemed to come back from the 
loyal North to encourage us. Oar glasses in vain 
swept the horizon ; the one flag we longed to see was 
not there. It did come at last, in a timid, apologetic 

* My wife applied for bonvd in Charleston, bat was told she must 
first ohtain the sanction of Mr. Rhett, the editor of the Mercary. She 
ivaa afterward informed by the boarding-house keeper that^ as the 
house depended on the patronage of the Sonthern jeople for support, 
she (the landlady) oonld not andertake to harbor the wives of Federal 
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way, and not as a representative of the war power of 
tlie Government. 

We had seen a statement in a Northern paper that 
a steamer named the Star of the West, which he- 
longed to Marshall 0. Roberts, was to be sent to ns, 
under command of Captain John M'Gowan, with a 
IB-en force men t of several hundred men and supplies 
of food and ammunition ; but we could not credit the 
ramor. To publish all the details of an expedition 
of this Mnd, which ought to be kept a profound se- 
cret, was virtually telling South Carolina to prepare 
her guns to sink the vessel. It was hard to believe 
the Government would send to us a mercantile steam- 
er — a mere transport, ntterly unfitted t-o contend with 
shore batteries — when it could dispatch a man-of-war 
furnished with all the means and appliances to repel 
force by force. As the insurgents at this period had 
but few field-guns, and a very scanty supply of can- 
non-powder, the BTOohlyri alone, in my opinion, could 
have gone straight to the wharf in Charleston, and 
have put an end to the insun-eetion then and there ; 
for we all know what its distinguished captain, Far- 
ragut, was able to accomplish when left to his own 
i-esourees. 

It seems, however, the news was literally true. 
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The expedition was fitted out by Lieutenant Wash- 
ington A. Bartlett, an ex-offlcer of our navj,* 

Although I had little faith in the annomi cement, 
I scanned with incre^ed interest eveiy vessel that 
approached the harbor. 

Soon after daylight, on tlie morning of the 9th, I 
was on the parapet with my spy-glass ; for I fancied, 
from a signal I had observed the pre\iona evening 
on a pilot-boat, that something must be coming. As 
I looked seaward, I saw a large steamei" pass the bar 
and enter the Morris Island channel. It had the or- 
dinary United States flag up ; and as it evidently did 
not belong to the navy, I came to the conelneion it 
miat be the Stav of the West. I do not remember 
that any other oflieers were on the lookont at this 
time. Anderson himself was still in bed. When 
the vessel came opposite the new battery, which had 
jnst been built by the cadets, I saw a shot fired to 
bring her to. Soon after this an immense "United 
States garrison-flag was run iip at tlie fore. With- 
out waiting to ascertain the result of the firing, I 

* The avmy offitors on board were Ilrst Lieutenant Charles B. 
■Woods, Ninth Infantry, commanding ; Jii-Et Lieutenant William A. 
■Webb, Siftb Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Charles W. Thomas, Fh-st 
Infsntiy ; and Aasistant-snrgeon P. G. S. Ten Bioect. 
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dashed down the back stairs to Anderson's room, to 
notify Iiim of the occnrreuce. He told me to have 
the long roll beaten, and to post the men at the guns 
on tlie parapet. I ran out, called the drummers, and 
had the alarm sounded. It took but a few minutes 
for men and officer to form at the guns in readiness 
for action. The battery was still firing, hat tlie trans- 
port had passed by, and was rapidly getting out of 
range. At the same time it was approaching within 
gnn-ahot of Fort Moulh'ie. The latter immediately 
opened fire from one or two guns. Anderson would 
not allow us to retnra this fire ; and. the captain of 
the vessel, wholly discouraged by our failure to re- 
spond, turned about, and made his way back to Kew 
York. Two shots had struck the steamer, but no es- 
sential injury wae done. I think the people in Fort 
Moultrie, who expected to he driven out to take ref- 
uge behind the sand-hills, were especially astonished 
at our inaction. It is very ti-ue that the Morrfe Isl- 
and battery was beyond the reach of our guns. Still, 
we did not know this positively at the time ; and 
our firing in that direction, even if ineffectual, would 
have encouraged the steamer to keep on its course. 
We had one or two guna bearing on Fort Moultrie ; 
and as that was within oasy range, we could have 
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kept down the fire there long enough to euahle the 
steamer to come in. It was plainly onr duty to do 
all that we could. For any thing we knew to the 
contraiy, she might have been in a sinking condition. 
Had she gone down before our eyes, without an ef- 
fort on our part to aid her, Andeison would have in- 
curred a fearful responsibility by his inaction. 

Mr. Dawson, in his account of tliese incidents in 
the Historical Magazine, has it that a eoimcil of 
war was held by us to determine whether we would 
fire or not, and that we decided not to fire. He 
founds this upon verbal statements made by Foster 
and Davis. I know Foster was under this impres- 
sion ; but upon my recalling the circumstances to his 
recollection a short time before his death, lie admit- 
ted his mistake. My memory is very eleai' and dis- 
tinct on this point, and I am sustained in regard to it 
by both Seymour and Crawford. Davis I have not 
seen for some time, but I have no dotibt he will con- 
fii-jn what I have said when his memory is refreslied. 

Indeed t]iere was no 'time for deliberation while 
the troops were at the guns, for the vessel was mov- 
ing very rapidly, and the whole affair was over in a 
few minutes. The council was held after the steam- 
er had gone, to determine what action onght to be 
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taken in cousequonce of tlio attack. It was too late 
tlien for resistauce, and all we could do was to send 
Lieutenant Hall to the governor with a flag of ti'nce, 
to demand an explanation. In tins communication,- 
Anderson expressly stated tliat if he did not i-eceive 
a satisfactory reply, he would not, liereafter, allow 
any vessel from Charleston to pass within reach of 
Lk guns. As might be expected, the governor re- 
plied that he took the responsibility of the fii'ing, and 
would do it again nnder like circumstances. Ander- 
Bon then reconvened the council to lay tliis answer 
before them. Through his inflnence it was con- 
cluded to send Lieutenant Talbot to Washington 
with a full statement of the occurrence, and await 
his return with specific instructions from the War 
Department. To carry ont even this programme, 
the major was obliged to obtain the govejTior's 
permission for Lieutenant Talbot to pass tlu'ough 
Charleston. It was urged by Anderson that the 
delay would enable us to finish our preparations 
for defense ; but it was evident that time was far 
more valnable to the enemy than it was to us, for it 
enabled them to complete and arm their batteries, 
and close the harbor against our men-of-war, thus 
virtually imprisoning ns in our island home. 
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"Wlieii Talbot left, we resumed our labors as usual. 
No attempt was made to carry out the threat of stop- 
ping all passing vessels. 

By the 14th of Januaiy our heavy guns were up ; 
but by that time, too, the greater part of Fort Moul- 
trie and Castle Pinckiiey were shielded from our 
direct fire by huge piles of sand-bags.* 

"We now began to get out of fuel, but wo still had 
a rcsonrce in some wooden sheds inside the fort, 
which had been used as a temporary shelter for 
cement and building materials. Our position was 
greatly alleviated in one respect. Owing, it is said, 
to the influence of Mr. Gourdin, already referred to 
as a leading Secessionist, and an old friend of Major 
Anderson, we were allowed to receive our mails once 
more. After the Star of t/w West affair, they prob- 
ably thought we were \ery hannless people, and de- 
served some reward for our forbearance. 

* Ciiatle Piiiflkney at this lime whs comraaiiiJed bj Colonel J. John- 
ston Petigi'u ; Snllivsn's Island, by Adjutant and Inspector-gefleriil 
Danovant; Fort Johnson, by Captidii James Johnson, of the Chavles- 
ton Rifles, The United States Avsennl, by Colonel John Cunningham,- 
of the Serenteenth South Carolina militia; its former commandei'. 
Captain Humphreys, the United Slates mililaiy stoie-lieeper, having 
been ejected on the EOih of Decemher. 
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CHAPTER Till. 

A EESOET TO DIPLOMAOT, 

Major Anderson's Proposed Diplomatic Negodations. — Defensive 
Pi'eps.rations. — Changes in the Cabinet. — Meade's Defection. — 
Anecdote of Govevnor Pickens. — Battery at Cummiiigs Point. — 
Soldiers' iFamilies removed.— A Threatening Letter.— Confederate 
Visitors io the Fort. —Organisation of the Confederate Goyem- 



Akd how the Charleston statesmen concocted a 
plan to take away from us all hope of succor, so that 
we might be induced to surrender. To this end 
they determined to fill up the entrance of the harbor 
by depositing stone there. "Whether they really in- 
tended to do this, or made a pretense of doing it, I 
never knew ; btit they certainly did obtain some old 
hiilbs from Savannah, and snnk them in the channel. 
Either these hnlks were deposited in the wrong 
places, or else the tide drifted them into deep water, 
for it is certain they never formed any impediment 
to navigation afterwai-d. Perhaps it was a mere 
coup de thkltre, to intimidate ns, and prevent re- 
enforcements from attempting to come in ; at all 
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evenlB, it was a preliminai'y to a grand effort to ne- 
gotiate lis out of Fort Sinnter, For this purpose two 
representative men came over from the city on the 
11th, in the little steamer Antelope, nnder a wliite 
flag. The party consisted of the late United States 
district jndge, A. G, Magiuth, now Secretary of State 
for South Carolina, and General D. F. Jamison, their 
new Secretary of War, The j udge, who was the cham- 
pion orator of the State, made a long and eloqnent 
speech, the pm'port of which was that South Caro- 
lina was determined to have Fort Sumter at all haz- 
ards ; that they would pull it down with their flnger- 
nails, if they could not get it in any other way ; that 
the other Southern States were becoming excited on 
the subject ; that President Buchanan was in his do- 
tage; that the government in Washington was break- 
ing up; that all waa confusion, despair, and disorder 
there ; and that it was full time for us to look out 
for our own safety, for if we i-efused to give up the 
fort nothing could pi-event the Southern troops fi-om 
exterminating us. He ended thk tragical statement 
by saying, " May God Almighty enable you to come 
to a just decision !" 

Anderson seemed deeply affected at the prospect 
of hostilities. He asked them why they did not lirst 
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attempt diplomacy, instead of war. He said if they 
would send a commissioner to lay their claims before 
the authorities at Washington, he would send anoth- 
er to represent the condition of the fort; and the 
Government could then form its own judgment, and 
come to some decision. Judge Magratli replied tliat 
lie would report the proposition to Governor Pickens 
for his action. He and his companion then took a 
solemn leave of ns, and returned to Ohai'Ieston. 

Upon reporting the facts to the governor, it was at 
once decided to accept Andei-son's proposition. They 
gained an immense advantage in so doing; for the 
agreement tied the bauds of the United States for 
an indefinite penod of time, and prevented the arriv- 
al of any war vessels until South Oai'olina was fully 
prepared to receive them. The delay gave the State 
time to complete and man its batteries, and to obtain 
an. unlimited number of giina and quantities of shot 
and shell from the cannon foundry at Iticlimond, 
Virginia, known as the Tredegar Iron "Works. Thus, 
while our supplies would be running out, tlieire would 
be coming in. Every day's delay would weaken ns 
and strengthen them. I was strongly opposed to this 
fatal measure, which' ultimately cost us the loss of 
Fort Sumter; but as- it had simply emanated from 
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Anderson himself, "by virtue of his powere aa com- 
manding officer, and had not been submitted to a 
council of war, there was no opportunity for protest. 
He was at this time at the height of his popularity, 
and every thing he did waa Bui-e to be sustained at 
Washington. 

In this embassy, Colonel Isaac W. Hayne, an emi- 
nent lawyer of Charleston, was chosen as the com- 
missioner from SouUi Carolina, and Lieutenant Nor- 
man J, Hall was sent as a representative of Fort 
Sumter, 

After this event every thing went on, for a while, 
aa iisual. 

By the 15th of January we had secured the main 
gates against an assault, by building a wall of stone 
and mortar behind them, leaving merely what is call- 
ed a man-hole, for the entrance of one person at a 
time. Even this was covered by a twenty -four- 
pounder howitzer, loaded with canister. 

By the lltli the money appropriated by the Sooth 
Carolina Legislatui'e for war "purposes amounted to 
$1,450,000, and was soon after increased to $1,800,000. 
There was not a dollar in the treasury, and nothing 
but the bank of tlie State to draw upon. 

On the same day the finaneial condition of the 
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United States was miich improved by the appoint- 
ment of John A. Dix as Secretary of the Treasury. 
This gave great confidence to the moneyed men of 
New York, who immediately rallied to the support 
of the Government. 

To all appearance, about six hnndrcd negroes were 
now at work, night and day, in perfecting tlie defenses 
of Fort Moultrie. The enemy continued their hos- 
tile preparations with the utmost energy and zeal, 
in spite of the tacit truce which was enpposed to ex- 
ist, and which pi-evented the President from sending 
men-of-war to aid or to re-enforce us. I think An- 
derson might well have remonstrated against the 
landing of additional heavy guns and mortars on 
Sullivan's Island, and the erection of new battenes, 
to be used against us. He should at once have re- 
ported this increased activity to Washington, in or- 
der that the agreement might be terminated, or at 
least limited to a certain number of days. 

On the 17th, Judge Holt was nominated as Sec- 
retary of War, and was soon after coniirmed by the 
Senate. We were very glad to have an energetic 
and patiiotie man at the head of this department. 

On the 18th, Lieutenant Meade left us for his 
home in Richmond, "Virginia, in consequence of a 
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dispatch which stated that his mother was at the 
point of death. I never knew whether this tele- 
gram was founded on fact, or was a strategic move 
to force poor Meade into tlie ran-ks of the Confeder- 
acy, by detaching liim temporarily from us, and tak- 
ing him where tremendous political and social influ- 
ences could be bronght to bear upon him. He had 
previonaly been overwhelmed with letters on the sub- 
ject. He was already much troubled in mind; and 
some months after the bombardment of Fort Sumter 
tlie pressure of family ties induced him (very reluc- 
tantly, as I heard) to join tlie Disunionista. It was 
stated that he never was a happy man afterward, 
and that before a year had passed death put an end 
to his sorrow and regret. He was the sou of E^ K. 
Meade, our minister to Brazil. , 

The troops opposite to us were now regularly re- 
ceiving supplies and re-enforcemeuts, and drilling 
daily, whilo all the necessaries of life were eonstant- 
iy diminishing with us. We were already out of 
sugar, soap, and candles. 

On the 19th, Lieutenant Talbot returned from his 
visit to Washington, where, it will bo rcmcmbcred,hc 
had been sent to explain tke Star of the West affair, 
and ask for specific instructions, which would relieve 
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Andei-son from the responsibility, and throw it upon 
the Administration. The orders he brought back 
were to the effect that tliey had tlie utmost confi- 
dence in Major Anderson, and tliat they left every 
thing to ills judgment. This was throwing the re- 
sponsibility all back upon him. It was very compii- 
menfary, but far from satisfactory. 

Talbot stated that he had great difficulty in mak- 
ing a safe transit through Charleston ; for while the 
leaders seemed to he more paciflc than ever, the pop- 
ulace had become more violent. It was even thought 
necessary to send an officer with him to secure his 
personal safety. He brought mo the pleasant infor- 
mation that the mob were howling for my head, 
as that of the only Eepublican, or, as they called it, 
" Black Republican," in the foii;. 

Many unfavorable comments having been made, 
even ia the Sonthem States, more particularly in 
Kentucky, in relation t-o Governor Pickens's treat- 
ment of us, he relaxed his severity, and on the 2lBt 
sent ns over some fresh beef and vegetables; as 
if we would consent to be fed by the charity of 
South Carolina. Anderson showed a good deal of 
proper spirit on this occasion. He declined to re- 
ceive the provisions, but notified the governor that, 
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if we were not interfered with, we would piircliase 
onr own supplies in Cliarlestoii market. The gov- 
ernor consented to this; but nothing came of it. 
There seemed to be a combination among the mar- 
ket-men not to sell ns any food. Indeed, this action 
of the governor made him veiy unpopular with the 
Ehett faction. Ehett rushed over to inform him 
that the people demanded that Fort Sumter should 
be taken without any further procrastination or de- 
lay. The govemo]- made a very shi-ewd reply, He 
said, " Certainly, Mr. Kliett ; I have no objection I I 
will famish you with some men, and you can storm 
the work yourself." Ehett drew back and replied, 
" But, sir, I am not a militai^ man !" " Kor I either," 
said the governor, " and therefore I take the advice 
of tliose that ai'e I" After this, there was no further 
talk of an immediate assault. The action of tlio 
governor in this case almost gained him the reputa- 
tion of a wit among the officers of his command. 

Lieutenant Hall being absent on diplomatic duty, 
and Dr. Crawford being temporarily, and Lieuten- 
ant Talbot permanently, on the sick- list, the rest 
of us were utterly woni out with the labor that de- 
volved upon us. Guard duty was especially severe, 
as increased vigilance became necessary, in conse- 
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quonce of certain threatening preparations made by 
the enemy. The leadere in Obarlcaton soon saw that 
the joint mission of Hall and Hayne eoald not pos- 
sibly resnlt in any thing decisive ; but as every day 
added to theii- strength and resources, they did not 
choose to recall their commissioner. They left him 
to continue his argmnents in relation to the " right 
of eminent domain," while they prepared for war. 
In the hope that some day they might take us by sur- 
prise, they had the guard-boats, which still patrolled 
the hai-bor, painted black, and all tlie lights and iires 
carefully screened from view. They probably in- 
tended to choose a dark night to drop down noise- 
lessly with the tide, and take advantage of a sleepy 
sentinel, or some other favorable circumstance, to 
land a party on the rocks at the base of tlie wall, 
and seize the main enti'ance, or make theii' way in 
through one of the embrasures. 

On the 24th, New York City, speaking through its 
mayor, Fernando Wood, seemed to offer the right 
hand of fellowship to the Secessionists. Certain 
arms which had been purchased by Georgia, to be 
used against the General Government, were detained 
in New York, and Ex-Senator Toombs telegraphed to 
Wood for an explanation. The latter characterized 
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tho detention as an outrage for which he was not re- 
sponsible, and foi- which he would . inflict Bummary 
punishment, if lie had the power. 

Lieutenant Meade returned faithfully on the 25l:h, 
but brought no news of importance. 

On the 26th, Anderson applied for the code of 
naval signals, so that if a fleet at any time should 
cross the bar, he might communicato with it at a dis- 
tance. 

Up to the 30th we had not been able to procure 
any thing to eat from tlie city ; but through the in- 
fluence of Mr. Gonrdiii, who seemed to have a spe- 
cial mission to smooth OYer all difflcnltiea, a new ar- 
rangement was made, by which our provisions were 
ostensibly purchased for Fort Johnson, and were for- 
warded to ns from there. 

The nearest land to us was called Cummings 
Point. It was nearly opposite the gorge, wliich was 
the weakest side of Foi-t Sumter, the wall there be- 
ing thinner than in any other part. The enemy now 
began to build the most fonnidable of all their bat- 
tei-ies on the point referred to. It was constructed 
of strong timber, plated with railroad iron, and par- 
tially covered with sand. When finished, it was re- 
garded as almost impregnable. Steamers from the 
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city passed within a stoneVthrow of ua daily, loaded 
with the materials used in its construction, withoat 
oppoaition and without remonstrance. 

Ae it aeemed settled that we were to wait until 
Hayne was throngh with his law-points, and as our 
food, in the mean time, waa rapidly giving ont, An- 
derson, on the 21sfc, directed me to make arraiige- 
menta with the authorities of Charleston to enable na 
to send off the soldiera' families to Fort Hamilton. 
Thia was done; and the women and children were 
shipped off to Charleston on the 30th, and transfer- 
red to the steamer Marion, which left for New York 
on the 3d of February, As they passed the fort 
ontwai'd-bound, the men gave them repeated cheera 
as a farewel], and displayed much feeling; for they 
thought it very probable they might not meet them 
again for a long peiiod, if ever.* 

* Among theae children waa a little ivaif, called Dick Kowlej, aft- 
erward known as "Sumter Dick." He had been abandiined bj his 
mother, and tlius thrown out on the world. I'm- n time he was sent, 
after his aviivid in New Toi'k, to the house of Dr. Stewart, who was a 
family connection of mine. After suppei' he reminded the Indies that 
he had not heard tattoo yet, and wished to know at what hour they 
beat the reveille. He etidenlly thought eveiy well-regnlated family 
kept a drummer and lifer on hand, to soimd the calls. He was very 
unhappy until he had procured a small stick and a miniature flag. 
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On the arrival of these families at Port Ilaniiltoii, 
New York, they found themselves in straitened cir- 
cumstances, because, owing to our isolation, the men 
had not been paid off for a long time, and there- 
fore had no money to give their wives. Plymouth 
Church, however, interested itself in their behalf, 
and soon made them comparatively comfortable. 

Ilad our Government been really disposed, at this 
pei-iod, to act with ordinary energy, it might have 
opened a communication with us, and cleared the 
Morris Island cliannel without much diflieulty. There 
were only abont three hundred Chai-leston militia 
guarding the batteries on that island; and it would 
have been easy for a small force of mariners and sol- 
diers to land there in the night, take the batteries \\\ 
reverse, and drive the troops out, or capture them. 
This once accomplished, re - enforcements and sup- 
plies could have been sent us to any amount. Bu- 
chanan's administration, however, was drawing to a 
close ; and his only desire seomed to be to get 
through his terra of ofTico without a colHsion, leav- 



Eveiy morning at sunriae he hoisted the flag, and eavofiiUy iowoied 
ic and put it away at sunset. Re is now a cabinet-mnkei' at Harion, 
Ohio, and recently gained a prize foi- his excellent workmanship. 
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iiig the difficulties and perplexities of his position 
as a legacy to his Buccessor. 

On the 30th, I received an insulting letter from 
Charleston, informing me that, if I were ever caught 
in the city, an arrangement had heen made to tar 
and feather me as an Abolitionist. 

February had now arrived. The 4th of the month 
wae made memorable by the meeting of the Peace 
Congress at Washington, and by a convention to rep- 
resent the Sonthern States at Moiitgomeiy, Alabama. 

Oil the 6th, the new Secretary of War, Judge Holt, 
wrote to South Carolina tliat the President did not 
intend to inaugurate any aggressive measures ; and 
if the State government attacked Fort Sumter, tlioy 
wonld incur a fearful responsibility. 

On the 8thj some photographic artists were al- 
lowed to come over and -take our portraits in a 
group. I think it proved a profitable speculation, 
for the sale was qnite large. One of the party proved 
afterward to be a lieutenant of a Charleston com- 
pany. It seems he came as a spy,- and, no doubt, 
thought he had done a very clever thing ; but inas- 
much as llr, Gourdin and other Secessionists, in- 
cluding several military and naval officers, were per- 
mitted to roam through the fort at will, there was 
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\Gvy little use in taking precautious against spies. 
Indeed, on one occasion, another Major Anderaon, a 
naraesalce of our commander, came down to Charles- 
ton with a freight-train loaded with shot, sliell, heavy 
guns, and mortars for South Carolina, to be used in 
the batteries against us. He was the owner of the 
celebrated Tredegar Iron Works, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, already refeiTed to, and had been enriched by 
the patronage of the United States. I thought it de- 
cidedly cool in him, nnder the circumstances, to come 
over to call on our Major Anderson. He made no 
attempt at concealment, but stated without reserve 
the object of his trip to the South. To my surpiise, 
instead of being summarily expelled, he met with a 
most cordial reception, was invited to stay to dinner, 
and when he left he was dismissed with a "Good- 
bye I God bless you ! Ton hayen't such a tiling as 
a late newspaper about yon, have you V 

On tlie 9th of February, the enemy's batteries 
were completed, manned and ready for action. On 
the same day the Confederate Government was duly 
organized by the election of Jeffei-son Davis, of Mis- 
sissippi, as President, and Alexander H. Stephens, of 
Georgia, as Vice-president. The Cabinet consisted 
of Robert Toombs, of Georgia, Seci-etaiy of State ; 
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L, Pope Walker, of Alabama, Secretary of War ; and 
diaries G. Memraiiiger, of South Carolina, Secretary 
of the Treasury. Afterward, Judah P. Benjamin, of 
Louisiana, was appointed Attorney-general ; Stephen 
M. Mallory, of Flonda, Secretary of tlie Navy; and. 
John H. Eeagan, of Texas, Postmaster-general. Pe- 
ter Giistave T. Beauregard, of Louisiana, was made 
Brigadier-genera! to eonnnand the provisional ai'uiy. 

By this time we had finished most of our prepa- 
rations, and were busily engaged in constructing a 
mine at the extremity of tlie wharf, for the benefit 
of any hostile party that might land there. 

Lieutenant Hall returued on the 10th. lie had 
had a yex'^ pleasant time in Washington, and had 
been petted a good deal by the loyal people of the 
North, but his mission proved of no real benefit to 
the United States, and we had missed him a great 
deal, for we had been very short-handed. 

He bronght nothing definite from the Adminis- 
ti'ation. All the latter desired was to Iiave a peace- 
able death-bed, leaving its burdens for Mr. Lincoln's 
shonldei-s. 

As Hall passed through (Charleston, one of the 
young men there told him there was quite a revul- 
sion of feeling with regard to attacking Port Sum- 
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ter. Hall inquired the reason. The reply was, that 
a schooner which had just come in had been in great 
danger from one of our infernal machines, which 
had exploded and whitened the water for thi-eo hun- 
, dred yards around. It eeema that Seymour, who is 
very ingenioiiB, had fastened a cannon cartridge in 
the centre of a bari'el of paving-stones, so arranged 
that when the barrel was rolled of£ the parapet, the 
powder would explode about five feet from the base 
of the wall. I was trying the experiment one day 
as the schooner passed, and tho explosion did look 
very destructive, as the paving-stones dashed up the 
water for a distance of fifty feet from the fort. 

On the 14th, we liad two more mines ready for any 
storming party that might desire to land. 

About this time Captain Edward M'Cready, of 
Charleston, who had foi-merly been very intimate 
with the officere of the garrison, wrote a letter urg- 
ing them to throw off their allegiance to the United 
States, and enter into the Confederate service. No 
one took the trouble to answer it. 
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CHAPTEE IS. 

THE CEISIS AT HAND. 

South Carolina's Giievaiicea, — Inauguration of President Lincoln. — 
DeterniinntioQ lo Re-enforce Sumler. — -An Audacious Proposal,—- 
The SAonnim. — New Rebel Batteiies Unmasked, — Formal Notice 
of Bombai'dnient. 

We saw advei^iserQents now in the Northern pa- 
pei-a showing that dramas fonnded on our oecupa^ 
tion of Fort Sumter, and confinement there, were be- 
ing acted both in Boston and New York. It was 
quite amusing to see our names in the plaj-billa, and 
to find that persons were acting onr parts and spont- 
ing mock heroics on the stage. 

On the 15th, several Southern senatora at Wash- 
ington wrote to Governor Pickens, recommending 
that we be allowed fresh provisions, fnel, and other 
necessaries, at the same time expressing their sympa- 
thy with South Carolina. After this the governor 
became more polite and considerate, and allowed 
our officers to send to purchase oil and groceries in 
Charl»Kton. Ehett's paper, The Mercury, of course, 
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bitterly opposed tbia coouessioii. We now ] 
that the whole question of Fort Sumter liad been 
turned over to the new Southern Confederacy for so- 
lution. 

At this period gi'ievoiis complaints were made 
by the merchants of the city of tlio ntter stagna- 
tion of trade. All the business had fled to Savan- 
nah, Foreign vessels would not attempt to enter a 
harbor where civil war was luging, especially as it 
was reported that obstrnctions had been sunk in the 
channel. The Charleston people said they now fully 
nnderetood and appreciated the kindness of the peo- 
ple of Savaiuiah in furnishing them with old hulks 
to destroy the harbor of Charleston. 

When the organization of the new go^'ernment 
was complete, the original Secessionists of the Pal- 
metto State were exceedingly angry to find them- 
selves ignored. The President, Vice-president, and 
all the prominent members of the Cabinet, with the 
single exception of the Secretary of the Treasuiy, 
were from otlier States. Henceforward, instead of 
pretentions leadership, the praition of South Oai'o- 
lina was to be that of humble obedience to the new 
rtgime. Nor was this their only grievance. Free 
trade was not proclaimed; and no ordinance was 
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passed to re-open the African slave-trade, iuasmuuh 
as it wonid destroy the doroeatic slave-ti-ade and the 
profits of slave-breeding in Virginia. It was soon 
seen that the associated States differed widely on a 
great many vital points. One of these related to 
Indian incni-sions into Texas, The Border States, 
owing to the withdi'awal of the United States forces, 
d^ired large appropriations in money, for the pur- 
pose of organizing ti-oops to guard the settlements 
from Indian incursions. The people of South Car- 
olina, whose burdens were already veiy great, and 
who were advertising in vain for a loan, were verj' 
unwilling to be taxed for the benefit of Texas and 
Arkansas. In their anger at these untoward events, 
the proposition was freely discussed whether it would 
not be the best course to secede fi'om the Confedera- 
cy altogetlaer, and place themselves under a British 
protectorate. The only difEciilty in the way seemed 
to be the unwillingness of Great Britain to act as 
step-father to such a spoiled child as Sonth Carolina. 
Virginia had not yet seceded. She still professed 
nentrality, but allowed a bi-isk trade in cannon and 
ammunition to be carried on with the South, know- 
ing they were to be used against the General Gov- 
ernment. 
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Anderson now expressed himself as openly opposed 
to coercion. He was in favor of surrendering all the 
forts to the States in which thej were located. Tliis 
eonrse would simply be an acknowledgment that the 
sovereignty did not vest in the United States, and 
would have led to nothing but disorder and disunion. 
He said if hia native State, Kentuclty, seceded, he 
ehonld throw up his commission and go to Europe, 
The fact is, as I have stated, he was a strong pro- 
slavery man, and felt bitterly fcowai'd the Noi'fcli for 
not carrying out the Fagitive Slave Law. He con- 
tended that slavery was right in principle, and ex- 
pi-essiy sanctioned by the Bible. One day, while we 
were conversing on the subject, I called his atten- 
tion to the fact that slavery in ancient times was not 
founded on color; and if white slavery was right, I 
saw no reason why some one might not make a slave 
of him, and read texts of Scripture to him to iteep 
him quiet. He was unable to answer this argument.* 

On the 1st of March, he informed the General 
Government that he had no doubt we would soon be 

* It is dne to the major to state that, in a spaeoh made before the 
Boaid of Brokers in New York, on the 13th of May, he asseried that 
if the question Isy between the preservation of the Union or the preser- 
vation of slavery, BlaTery must be aacriflced. 
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attacked. The communication, however, led to no 
comment and no immediate action. 

From certain cireumstaiieeB, I saw that South Car- 
olina not only intended to build iron-clad batteries, 
but was thiiiliing of iron-clad ships, to sink our wood- 
en navy, and at some future time capture our North- 
ern harbors. 

I was 80 tnnch impressed with the importance of 
this subject that I felt it my duty to call attention 
to it, in letteis to Mr. Curtis, of ]\Iisaoiiri, and other 
members of Congress; but no one at the Noi-th seem- 
ed to give the matter a second thought, or imagine 
there was any danger to be apprehended in the future. 
It was not so with our enemies. They were fully 
alive to the aggressive power it would gi\'6 them, 
and they commenced to expenment by building an 
iron -clad floating battery, which was to be plated 
deep enough to resist our heaviest metal. When :hu- 
iahed, it was to be anchored off the gorge of Foit 
Sumter, so that it could beat down our main gates, 
and make wide breaches in the walls for an assault- 
ing party to enter. This batteiy was completed on 
the 3d of March ; but the State militia had a great 
prejudice against it, and could not be induced to man 
it. Thej christened it " The Slaughter Pen," and felt 
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certain it would go to the bottom the moment we 
opened iire upon it. Out of deference to public opin- 
ion, ifc was tied up to the wharf in Monltrieville, and 
took part from that position in the final bombavd- 
ment of Fort Sumter. 

The eventful 4t!i of March had now arrived, and 
with it a new President, repj'eseiitiiig the patiiotism 
and vigor of the great Nortli-west. We looked for 
an immediate change of policy; but it was some 
weeks before any definite action was taken with re- 
gai'd to us. This is not to be wondered at, when 
we consider tliat a large proportion of the employ^ 
of the previous Adniiuistration were disloyal and 
treacherous, while the new appointments could not 
be made hastily, on account of the tremendous press- 
ure for office, and the difficulty of canvassing the 
claims of so many rival and inflnential candidates. 
If Mr. Lincoln wrote a private dispatch, it was sure 
to be betrayed to the enemy. The defection in tlie 
civil service, in the army, and navy, was so great 
that, if he gave an order,. he was always in doubt 
whether it would be faithfully carried out. Gen- 
eral Cooper, who was Ad j utaut - gen eral of the 
army, and the mouth -piece of the Secretary of 
War and of the Commander-in-chief, was himself 
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a rebel at heart, and soon resigned to join the Con- 



Enoiighj however, was ah'eadj known of tlie pol- 
icy of the Administration to cause great uneasiness 
in Charleston. The feeling there was very gloomy 
at the prospect of real war; for almost every one 
Iiad perenaded himself that the new President would 
not attempt coercion, but woald simply submit to the 
dismemberment of tlie country, and make the best 
terms he could. They now knew they would be 
obliged to face the storm they had raised, and they 
already foresaw great sufferings and sacrifices in the 
future. 

On the 5th, Anderson wrote to "Washington that 
he needed no re-enforcement. The fact is, he did 
not want it, becanse its arrival would be sure iA> 
bring on a collision, and that was the one thing he 
wished to avoid. 

Mr. Lincoln soon after appointed Simon Cnmevon 
38 the new Secretary of War. 

On the 7th, an accidental shot, fii-ed fj'ora tlie 
battery opposite, struck near our whai'f. The enemy 
sent a boat over at onee to make an explanation, 

Our men were dissatisfied that the affair ended 
in nothing. They were becoming thoroughly angrj' 
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and disgusted at theii- long coiifiiieineiit, and at 
die supervision South Carolina exercised over them. 
One and all desired to figlit it out as soon as pos- 
sible. 

After consultation with. Major Anderson, it was 
deemed impoesiblo at Washington to succor ua with- 
out sending a force of at least twenty tlionsand men 
to storm the batteries on Morris Island. There was 
a time when these works could have been easily capt- 
ured; but now, with the North full of spies, any at- 
tempt to take them by force would have called out 
all the available strength of South Cai'olina, assist- 
ed by voluuteera from other States. On the 10th, it 
was everywhere published that the Administration 
intended to withdraw us ; but no admission of the 
kind could be obtained from Mr, Lincoln.* 

Learning that we had notliiiig but pork and hard 
biscuit to eat, Mr. Haight, a wealthy gentleman of 
Kew York, sent us several boxes of delicacies. Tlie 
governor, under the impression we were soon to be 

" About this dme, my wife, who was in Wt^hingtoji, was very much 
siuprised at receiving a call from the President. He came qnieflj to 
request her to show him mj lettere from Fort Snmfer, ao that ho might 
form n better opinion as to the condition of alFairs there, more paiticu- 
larlj in regai'tl to 
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withdrawn, allowed tliera to como over. Tliey were 
fully appreciated. 

The great tobacconist, John Anderson, of New 
York, also sent a large supply of the best qnality of 
tobacco, having learned that the men felt the loss of 
their smoking more than any thing else. 

By this time tlie Sonth Carolina treasury was in a 
state of collapse. A loan for six hundred and seven- 
ty-five thousand dollars was freely advertised, but no 
one desired to invest. The city trade, howevei-, be- 
gan to be qnite brisk again, from the immense influx 
of sympathizing strangers that poured into the city 
to see the preparations fov war. Goods, too, began 
to come in from all qiiartei-s, and thei-e was a gleam 
of proapei'itj'. 

On the SOtli, G. W. Lay, one of General Scott's 
aids, who had resigned on the 2d of the month, came 
down to offer liis services to Governor Pickons. He 
mnst have had in his possession much valuable mili- 
tary and diplomatic information, to which his late 
confidential position had given him access. 

On the 2l8t, another messenger, Captain G.Y.Fox, 
United States Navy, came over to see ns. Captain 
Hartstein, who was an ex-officer of onr navy, and an 
old friend of Fox's, was sent with liim, to be within 
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ear-sliot, and see that he did no harm to the Confed- 
eracy, Pox had an excellent plan of his own in ref- 
erence id lis, and came to reconnoitre, and ascertain 
whether it was practicable to carrj it out ; for Uie 
President had now fallv detennined not to with- 
draw ns, or Biu-reiider Port Sumter without an effort 
to hold and re-enforce it. Indeed, there canm up an 
indignant roar from the great North-westj and many 
parts of the North, that conld not be disregarded 
with impunity. To ha\e done so would almost hare 
created a revolution. 

I was sti'uck by one modest question which Hart- 
atein put to me on this occasion. He asked if I 
thought Anderson woald ohject to his anchoring the 
iron-plated floating battery witliin a hnndred yards 
of our main gates. Upon my expreasing my sur- 
prise at such an audacious proposal, he replied, "An- 
del-son has allowed these batteries to be built ai-ound 
him, and has i>ermitted so many things to be done, 
that I don't see why he should not go a step farther 
and allow this." 

Oti the 22d, we learned tliat Beauregard had as- 
sumed command of the forces opposite to us. As he 
had just left onr army, where lie liad been highly 
trusted and honored, it is said he displayed a good 
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deal of feeling at finding himself opposed to the flag 
under wliicii be had served so long. He expressed 
much sympathy for his old friend, Andei-soii, who, 
he stated, was merely fuliilUng liis duty as a soldier 
in fighting for his own Government, and asserted that 
he would not attack us, even if we withdrew all our 
sentinels, but would force us to surrender by cutting 
off our supplies. 

On the 23d, we had but two days' regular fuel 
left, but we had contrived to secure and utilize 
a number of floating logs as they passed the fort, 
and these increased the anionut on Jiand to some 
extent. 

Anderson now had no doubt that we would be 
withdrawn, and the papera all gave out the same 
idea. Under these circumstances, as we were out 
of fuel, and had a large number of surplus gun-car- 
i-iages on hand wliich we conid not possibly use, and 
which would inevitably fall into the hands of the 
enemy when we left, I suggested that it would be 
good policy to use them for fii-e-wood, especially as 
many of them were decayed and worthless. He 
would not, however, consent to this. Perhaps he 
thought fuel at six hundred dollars a cord was ratli- 
or dear. The result was that they were finally all 
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tamed over to tlie Confederaoy, with the other pub- 
lic property on hand. 

On the 25th, Colonel Ward C, Lamon, tlio former 
law-pai'tner of Mr. Lincoln, eanie over to visit ub un- 
der charge of Colonel Daryea, of Charleston, It was 
given out that he was sent as an agent of the Gener- 
al Government to see Governor Piekens in relation 
to poat-ofiice matters ; but in reality he came to con- 
fer with Andei'Eon, and ascei'tain tlie amount of pro- 
visions on hand. He took with him the important 
information that oiu' food would be out hy t!ie mid- 
dle of April. 

On the 28th, Beauregard sent a message of some 
kind to Anderson. I do not know its pni-port. 
The latter stated to ns that ho expected decisive 
orders from Washington on the 29th, but none 
came. 

The 1st of April arri\'ed, and as the heavy work 
of mounting guns, etc., was completed, our command- 
er thought it would be a good idea to send off the 
hired laborers, and he intrusted Captain Foster to 
ask penni^ion of the rebel authorities to allow them 
to land. The request was granted, and all left with 
the exception of a few, who desired to i-emain with 
lis and share oiir fortunes. Among them was Mr. 
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William 0. Lyman, the principal overseer of the ma- 
sons, a bi'ave and reliable man. 

On the 3d of April, another affair occni'i'ed similar 
to that of the Sta/r of the West. The schooner R. H. 
Shcmnon, of Boston, under Captain Mounts, en route 
for Savannah with a cargo of ice, sailed into the har- 
bor of Charleston on account of a fog. As the cap- 
tain did not read the papers, he did not know that 
any thing unnsnal was going on. A battery on 
Morris Island fii'ed a shot across the bow of his ves- 
sel to bring her to. Very much astonished at this 
proceeding, he ran np the Stars and Stripes to show 
that he was all right. This was regarded as a direct 
deiiance, and a heavy cannonade was at once open- 
ed on the vessel. Very much puzzled to account 
for this hostility, he lowei-ed his flag, and the firing 
ceased. A boat's crew now put off from the shore 
to ascertain his character and purpose in entering tlie 
harbor. "While this was going on, we were formed 
at onr guns, in I'eadiness to fire, but were not allowed 
to do so, although there was every probability that 
the vessel would be sunk befoi-e our eyes. It is true 
we could not have reached the particular battery that 
was doing the mischief ; but the other works of the 
enemy were all under onr guns, and, not expecting 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



136 REMINISCENCES OF 

immediate action, were in a measure unprepared. 
Anderson, however, contented himself with sending 
Seymour and Snjder over in a boat with a white 
flag to ask for an explanation, witli the usual result : 
Lieutenant Talbot and Lieutenant Snyder were then 
sent over to have an interview with the governor in 
relation to this matter. This being far from satis- 
factory, Lieutenant Snyder returned to Fort Sumtei-, 
and Lieutenant Talbot kept on his way to Wasliing- 
ton witli dispatches. 

Although this affair attracted very little attention 
or comment at the North, I was convinced, from the 
major's depression of spirits, that it acted a great deal 
upon his mind. He evidently feared it might be 
considered as a betrayal of liis trast, and he was veiy 
sensitive to every thing that affected his Iionor. 

I have already stated the reasoiis for his inaction. 
In amplifying his instructions not to provoke a col- 
lision into instructions not tfl fight at all, I ha\'e no 
doubt he thought he was rendering a real service to 
the country. He knew the tiret shot fired by us 
would light the flames of a civil war tliat would con- 
vulse the world, and tried to put off the evil day as 
long as possible. Yet a better analysis of the situa- 
tion might have taught him that the contest had al- 
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ready comraenced, and could no longer be avoided. 
The leaders of the South at this period would hardly 
have bceii satisfied with the most abject submission 
of the anti-slavery party to all their behests. In fact, 
every concession made to their wishes seemed to 
them to be dictated by the weakness of the Govern- 
ment, and its feai's of interaal dissensions and civil 
war in all the gi-eat cities of the North, They need- 
ed blood and the prestige of a victory to rouse the 
enthusiasm of their followers, and cement the rising 
Confederacy. They wanted a new and powerfid 
slave empire, extending to the Isthmus of Panama, 
and for this a direct issue must be made with the 
free States. In vain did a member of Congress, who 
afterward became a distinguished Union general, offer 
in Richmond to raise an army of twenty thousand 
men in the North to fight the abolitionists, if the 
South would consent to remain in the Union. Even 
this WM not deemed sufficient or satisfaetoiy. Slav- 
ery had so long dominated every thing with a i-od of 
iron, that its votaries deemed it was bom to universal 
dominion. All the pathways to political power, all 
the avenues of promotion in the army and navy, lay 
in that direction. General Scott was accustomed to 
say that " with Virginia officera and Yankee troops 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



rjS JiEMimSCEN'CES OF 

he could conquer tlie world," and tliis implied that 
elave-holdefs, in his opinion, were the only men fitted 
to command. 

Washington waa too full of spies for the rebel 
leaders to remain in ignorance of Lincoln's inten- 
tion to re-enforce us. On the 6th of April, Beaure- 
gard restricted our marketing to two days in the 
week. On the Tth, it was wholly cut off, and we no- 
ticed gaii^ of negroes hard at work strengthening 
the defenses on Morris Island. Every thing beto- 
kened that the conflict would soon take place. An- 
derson was greatly troubled at the failui-e of all his 
plane to keep the place. The rebels knew, and per- 
haps he knew, that on the 6th and 7th of April a 
number of naval vessels had left New York and Nor- 
folk under sealed ordere. Their destination could 
hai-dly be doubted. Lioutenaiit Talbot reached 
Washington on the 6th, but was immediately sent 
back with a message from the President to Govern- 
or Pickens, notifying the latter that the Government 
intended to provision Fort Sumter at all hazards. 
This formal notice w^ given by the President, prob-- 
ably because he considered himself bound to do so 
before putting an end to the semi-pacific code which 
had governed Anderson's intercourse with the forces 
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around Iiim ever since the deparf;ure of Ilall and 
Hayne for Wasliingtoii. 

Talbot delivered his message on the 8th. Beau- 
regard immediately telegraphed the iiifoi-mation to 
the rebel Secretary of War, at IVTontgomery, Ala- 
bama, and received orders on the 10th to open fire 
at once upon Fort Sumter. 

I think it was on the 9th that the official letter 
came, notifying Andei-son that a naval expedition 
had been sent to our relief, and that he must co-oper- 
ate with it to the best of his ability. He communi- 
cated this information to us on tlie 10th, but desired 
it should be kept secret. The prepaj-ations we were 
obliged to make told the men plainly enough, how- 
ever, that the fighting was about to commence. The 
news acted like magic upon them. They had pre- 
viously been drooping and dejected ; but they now 
sprung to their work with the greatest alaci-ity, laugh- 
ing, singing, whistling, and full of glee. They were 
overjoyed to learn that their long impnsonment in 
the fort would soon be at an end. They liad felt 
themselves humiliated by the open supervision which 
South Carolina exercised over us, and onr tame sub- 
mission to it. It was very galling to them to see 
the reveii ne-cutter, which had been stolen from the 
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United States, aiicliored witliin a stone's cast of our 
walls, to watch oiir inovenients and overhaul eveiy 
thing coming to or going from the fort, including 
our mail-boat. 

On the 10th, Beauregard aimoimeed bis personal 
staff to consist of Colonels "Wigfall, Chestnut, Means, 
M'Gowaii, Manning, and Boyleston. 

On the same day, a house directly opposite to us 
in Moultrieville, at the nearest point, was suddenly 
I'emoved, disclosing a formidable masked battery, 
which effectually enfiladed two rows of our upper 
tier of guuB in barbette, and took a third tier in re- 
verse. It was a sad surprise to us, for we had our 
heaviest metal there. I set to work immediately to 
consti'iict sand-bag ti'avereea; but it was diiiicult to 
make much progress, as we had no bags, and were 
obliged to tear np sheets for the purpose, and have 
the pieces sewed together. This labor, howevei', 
was entirely tlirown away, for Anderson ordered us 
to abandon all the guna on the parapet. This, of 
course, was much less dangerous for the men, but 
it deprived us of the most powerful and effective 
part of our armament. 

About 3 P.M, of the same day, a boat came over 
with Colonel James Chestnut, Ex -United States Sen- 
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atoi', and Captain Stephen D. Lee, both aids of Beau- 
regard. They bore a demand for the surrender of 
the fort. Anderson poHtelj declined to accede to 
this request, but stated in convei-sation he would 
Boon be starved out. This gratuitous infonnation 
ought never to have been given to the enemy, in 
\iew of tlie fact that a naval expedition was on its 
way to US. It was at once supposed that Andereon 
desired to surrender without lighting; and about 
11 P.M. another boat came over, containing Colonel 
Chestnut, Colonel Pryor, and Captain Lee, to inquire 
upon what day he would be willing to evacuate the 
work in case he was not attacked. The answer was, 
on the 15t]i at noon, provided he did not receive 
fresh iuetriietions, or was not relieved before that' 
time. As we had pork enough on hand to last for 
two weeks longer, tliere was no necessity for fixing 
so early a day. It left too little margin for naval 
operations, as, in all probability, the v^sels, in ease of 
any accident or detention, would arrive too late to 
be of service. This proved to be the case. 

The enemy's batteries on Sullivan's Island were 
so placed as to fire directly into the officers' quarters 
at Port Sumter; and as our rooms would necessa- 
rily become untenable, we vacated tliem, and chose 
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points that were nioi'e eeenre. I inoved my bed 
into a magaaiiie which was directly opposite to Cam- 
iniiiga Point, and which was nearly empty. As I 
was sensible that the next three daya would call for 
great physical exertion and constant wakefulness, I 
endeavored to get all tlie sleep I conld on the night 
of the 11th. About 4 a.m. on tiie 12th, I was awak- 
ened by some one groping about my room in the 
dark and calling ont ray name. It pi'oved to be 
Anderaon, who came to announce to me that he 
had just received a dispatch from Beauregard, dated 
3.20 A.M., to the effect that he slionld open fire upon 
113 in an hour. Pinding it was determined not to 
return the fire until after breakfast, I remained in 
bed. As we had no lights, we conld in fact do noth- 
ing before that time, except to wander around in the 
darkness, and fire without an accurate view of the 
enemy's works. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE BOMBABDMJSNT. 
The Piret Shot — Defeebve Guns —John Carmody's Exploit.— De- 
struetue Efiecla of the Bombaidmeat — Bulling of the Officeis' 
Quaitei's — Teiiific Conflagiation 

As Boon as the outline of uni foit could be distin- 
guished, tlio euemj cniiied out then programme. It 
had been iiiaugi^d, aa a •special tompUment to the 
venerable Edmund Eiiflin, who might almost be call- 
ed the fathei of secession, that he &bouId Are the first 
shot against tis fiom the &te\ens battery on Cam- 
mings Point, and I think in all the histories it is 
stated thit he did bO, but it is ittested by Dr. 
Crawfoid and f tbeii who weie on the parapet at the 
time, that the first sh t lealij came from the mortar 
battery at Port lohnscn ■* Almost immediately aft- 
erward 1 bill fiom Cummings Point lodged in the 
magaz lie Mall, and bj the sound seemed to bury it- 

* I have Binco learned that the shell from lort Johnson was not h 
hostile shot, but wag simfjlj intended as a signal for the filing to oom- 
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seli ill the maaourj about a foot from my head, in 
very impleasant proximity to my right ear. This is 
the one that probably came witli Mr. Riiffiii's cora- 
plimenfa. In a moment the firing buiBt forth in one 
eontinuons roar, and large patches of both the ex- 
terior and interior masonry began to crumble and 
fall in all directions. The place where I was had 
been used for the tnanufactnre of cartridges, and 
there was still a good deal of powder there, some 
packed and some loose. A shell soon strnck near 
the ventilator, and a puff of dense amolte entered the 
room, giving me a strong impression that there would 
be an immediate explosion. Foi-tunately, no sparks 
had penetrated inside. 

Nineteen batteries were now hammering at iis, and 
the balls and shells fi'om the ten-inch colnmbiads, 
accompanied by shells from the thirteen -incli mortars 
which constantly bombarded ns, made us feel as if 
the war had commenced in eai'nest. 

When it was broad daylight, I went down to break- 
fast. I found the officers already assembled at one 
of the long tables in the mesa-hall. Our party were 
calm, and even somewhat merry. We had retained 
one colored man to wait on us. He was a spruce- 
looking mulatto from Charleston, veiy active and 
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efficient on ordinary occasions, but now CQinpletely 
demoralized by tlie thunder of the guns and crash- 
ing of the shot around us. He leaned back against 
the wall, almost white with fear, ids eyes closed, and 
his whole expression one of perfect despair.* Onr 
ineal was not very sumptnoiis. It consisted of pork 
and water, but Dr. Crawford triumphantly brought 
forth a little farina, which he had found in a comer 
of the hospital. 

When tins frugal repast was over, my company 
was told off in three details for firing purposes, to 
be relieved afterwai'd by Seymour's company. As I 
was tlie ranking officer, I took the firet detachment, 
and marched them to the casemates, which looked 
out upon the powerful iron-clad battery of Cum- 
mings Point. 

In aiming the fii'st gun fired against the rebellion 
I had no feeling of self-reproach, for I fully believed 
tliat the contest was inevitable, and was ii6t of our 
seeking. The United States was called upon not 

* In this he was an exceptitin to inoat negi'oes. Those I have eeen 
ill the colored regiments in Texas have shown themselves to be among 
the best and most reliable men in the service for opemtions against the 
Indians. It was a line of negi^ws that charged over the loipedoes at 
Mobile. 

T 
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only to defend its sovereignty, bnt its right to exist 
as a nation. The only alteniative wa8 to snbmit to 
a powerful oligarchy who were determined to make 
freedom forever subordinate to slavery. To me it 
was simply a contest, politically speaking, as to wbetb- 
er virtue or vice shonM rule. 

My fi]-st shot bounded off from the sloping roof of 
the battery opposite without producing any apparent 
effect. It seemed useless to attempt to silence t!ie 
guns there; for our metal was not heavy enough to 
batter the work down, and every ball glanced harm- 
lessly off, except one, which appeared to enter an em- 
brasure and twist the iron shutter, so as to stop the 
filing of that particular gim. 

I observed that a group of the enemy bad vent- 
ured out from their intreiiehmeiits to watch the ef- 
fect of theii' iire, but I sent them flying back to their 
shelter by the aid of a forty-two-poimder ball, which 
appeared to strike right in among tbem. 

Assistant-surgeon Crawford, baling no sick in hos- 
pital, volunteered to take command of one of the de- 
tachments. ' He and Lientenaut Davis wore detailed 
at the same time with me; and I soon heard their 
gnns on the opposite side of tlie fort, echoing my 
own. They attacked Fort Moultrie with great vigor. 
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Our firing now became regular, aiid was answered 
from the robel gims which encircled ns on the foui" 
sides of the pentagon upon wliich the fort was built. 
The otlier side faced the open sea. Sliowers of balls 
from ten-incii columbiads and forty-two-ponnders, 
and shells from tliu-teen - inch mortars poured into 
the fort in one incessant stream, causing great flakes 
of masonry to fall in all directions. When the im- 
mense mortar shells, after sailing high in the air, 
came down in a vertical direction, and buried them- 
selves in the parade-ground, their explosion shook 
the forfc like an earthquake.* 

Our own guns were \"ery defective, as they had no 
breech-sights. In place of these, Sejraom- and mj- 

* The tioops niid defenses on Monis Island were conmianiSed by 
Bngailier general Jnmes W. Simons. The avdlleiy wns nnder tho 
coninnnd of Colonel Wilmot G, De Sauasnre, of the South Csvolinn 
Aitillery Battalion. 

SulliY m a Island was commanded bj Bi'igodiar-general John Dun- 
ovant, foimerly nn officer of blie United States Army. His second 
in commind ivaa Lientenant-colonel RoswoU S. Ripley, of the Sotilli 
Caroli ia Arnlleiy Battalion, fovmei-1 j of oui- army. 

Majoi N G. Evans, assistant adjalant-general, commanded on 
James Island. 

The battery nt Monnt Pleasant ivtis nndev the commnnd tjf Cnplaiii 
Eobert Martin, of the South Carolina Infanlry, 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



148 REMINISCENCES OF 

self were obliged to devise netclied sticks, which an- 
swered tlie pnrpcse, hut were necessarily very imper- 
fect. 

Our fort had been built with reference to the pen- 
etration of shot when the old system of smooth-bore 
gnns prevailed. The balls from a new Blakely gnn 
on Cumniings Point, howevej', had fon^e enough to 
go entirely tln-ongh the wall which sheltered us, and 
some of the fragments of brick which were knocked 
out wounded several of my detachment. None were 
seriously hurt except Sergeant Thomas Kirnan, of 
iny company. His contusions were severe, biit did 
not keep him out of the fight. 

After three hours' firing, my men became exhaust- 
ed, and Captain Seymour came, with a fresh detach- 
ment, to relieve ns. He has a great deal of hnmor 
in his composition, and said, jocosely, " Doubleday, 
what in the world is the matter here, and what is all 
this uproar about?". 

I replied, " There is a trifling difference of opinion 
between us and our neighbors opposite, and we are 
trying to settle it." 

" Yery well," he said ; " do you wish me to take a 
hand?" 

I said, "Yes, I would like to have you go in." 
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"All riglit," he said. "What is your elevation, 
and range ?" 

I replied, "Pive degrees, and twelve Inmdi-ed 
yards." 

" Well," he said, " here goes !" And he went to 
work with a will 

Part of the fleet was visible outside the bar about 
half-past ten a.m. It exchanged salutes with us, but 
did not attempt to enter the harbor, or take part in 
the battle. In fact, it would have had considerable 
difficulty in finding the channel, as the marks and 
buoys had all been taken iip. It was composed orig- 
inally of the frigates Pmcnee, under Commodore 
Rowan ; the Pocahontas., under Captain GilHs ; the 
Powhatan, under Captain Mercer ; the steam trans- 
port Baltic, under Captain Eletcher ; and, I believe, 
the steam -tugs Yankee, TTnole Ben, and another, 
which was not permitted to leave Kew York. The 
soldiers on board consisted of two hundred and fifty 
recruits from Governor's Island, under command of 
First lieutenants E. M. K. Hudson, of the Fourth, 
and Eobert 0. Tyler, of the Third Artillery, and Sec- 
ond Lientenant A. I. Thomas, of the First Infantry. 

Tliis expedition was designed by Captain Fox, in 
consultation with G. W. Blunt, William H. Aspin- 
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wall, Kuasel Stnrges, and othere. After the event 
nrach obloquy was thrown upon the navy because 
it did not come in and engage the numerous batter- 
ies and forts, and open for itself a way to Cliarles- 
ton ; but this coui-se would probably have resulted in 
the sinking of every vessel. 

As far back as December I had written to New 
York that it was very difRcult for a gun on shore to 
hit a small boat danciug on the waves in the day- 
tiirie, and at night it is almost impossible. I suggest- 
ed, therefore, that we might be re-enforced and pro- 
visioned by means of a number of small boats, sup- 
plied from several naval vessels as a base of oper 
tions. The same idea had occurred to Captain 'Fox; 
and on the present occasion he had brought thirty 
lauTiehee to be used for this pnrpose. They were to 
be manned by three hundred sailoi-s, and in ease they 
were assailed, the fleet was to protect them as far 
as possible by its guns. Unfortonately, the different 
vessels did not reach the rendezvous together. The 
Pawnee and Pocahontas an-ived on the 12th, but 
lost a great deal of time in waiting for the Powha- 
tan, which contained the launches and other arrange- 
ments, without which a boat expedition could not be 
The Powhatan never appeared, having 
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been unexpectedly detached, by order of the Presi- 
dent, at the solicitation of Secretary Seward, and 
without consultation wiUi tlie Navy Depai-tment. I 
think the Baltio was detained by running upon Rat- 
tlesnake Shoal. The steam-tug Uncle Ben was driv- 
en into "Wilmington by a storm, and the Yankee did 
not make its appearance until the 15th. The ex- 
pedition was thus an utter failure. Nevertheless, a 
passing seiiooner was purchased and loaded up with 
provisions and soldiei-s, and an attempt wonld have 
been made to rmi in on tlie night of the 13tb, but 
by that time it was too late. The fort had surren- 
dered. 

Having explained this matter, we will now resume 
the narrative of our operations. Por the next three 
hours a vigorous fire was kept up on both sides. A 
great many shots were aimed at oni' iiag-staff, but 
nearly all of them passed above the foi-t and strnck 
in the water beyond. I think we succeeded in si- 
lencing several gnns in Fort Moultrie, and one or 
]nore in the Stevens battery. 

When Seymonr's three hours were up, I relieved 
him, and eoutiniied the fii-ing. As our balls hounded 
off the sloping iron I'ails like peas upon a trencher, 
utterly failing to make any impi'ession, and as the 
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shot from tlie Blakely gun came clear through our 
wails, Anderson directed that the men should cease 
firing at that particular place. I regretted very much 
that the upper tier of guns had been abandoned, as 
they wei'e all loaded and pointed, and wei-e of very 
heavy calibre. A wild Irish soldier, however, named 
John Carmody, slipped up on tho parapet, and, with- 
out orders, fired the pieces there, one after another, 
on his own aecoinit. One of the ten-inch balls so 
aimed made quite an impression on the Oiimmings 
Point battery; and if the iire could have been kept 
up, it might possibly have knocked the iron-work to 
pieces. 

After my detachment had abandoned the eaee- 
mate opposite the Blakely gnn, to my great aston- 
ishment the battery I had left recommenced firing. I 
could not imagine who. coiUd have taken our places. 
It seems that a group of the Baltimore workmen had 
b n w t 1 ng our motions, and had thns leai-ned the 
1 ti s fa cannoneer. In spits of their previous de- 
t n at not to take part in the fight, they could 

t e t tl e fun of trying their hand at one of the 
^ It was already accurately pointed, and the 

ball struck the mark in the centre. The men attrib- 
uted it to their own skill, and when I entered they 
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were fairly in convnlsione of laughter. One of thein, 
ill answer to my question, gasped out, " I hit it squai-e 
in the middle." After this first attempt, each of 
them was deeu'ous of trying his still at aiming. The 
result was, that we soon had them organized into a 
firing-party. 

Finding one of my chests had been left in the of- 
iicei-s' quarters, and that it would probably be Ifnock- 
ed to pieces by the shells, I asked the mulatto, who 
still sat back against the wall, apparently asleep, to 
bear a hand and help me bring it out. He opened 
his eyes, shook his head dolefully, and said, " De ma- 
jor, he eay, I miiss not expose myself." 

If I mistake not, Eoswell S. Eipley, formerly a 
brevet major in onr army, fired the second or third 
sliot to bring down the flag nnder which he had 
served for so many years. Eipley was born in Ohio, 
appointed from New York, and educated at the Mil- 
itary Academy. He had, therefore, even on the 
Southern theory of State rights, no necessary aflilia- 
tion with the Sonth. In fact, they always despised a 
man who joined them to fight against his own State. 
In one inetancc, Jeff Davis himself had to use all his 
influence to induce the Southern troops to obey one of 
these Northern generals. Eipley had previously been 
7* 
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engaged as an agent for Sliai'po's Anns Company in 
Europe ; and, having been uneuecessfnl thei'e, came 
to Chai'leetou, with the hope of repairing his sliat- 
tered fortitnea by selling gnna to South Carolina. 
Througli the influence of Colonel Huger, of our Ord- 
nance Department, who was in the city at the time, 
Eiplej failed in this, and, being entirely ont of em- 
ployment, accepted a commission from the Confed- 
eracy to fight against his old comrades. Being a 
man of talent, and a skillful artillerist, he did us a 
great deal of harm. Like all Northern convei-fs, he 
thought it necessary to be overzealous in his new po- 
sition, to do away with the suspicions excited by his 
birth and education. I was told at the time that for 
tliis pm'pose he took pains to denounce me as an 
Abolitionist, and to recommend that I be hanged by 
the populace as soon as caught. 

The firing continued all day, witljout any special 
incident of importance, and -without our making 
much impression on the enemy's worics. They had 
a gi'eat advantage over us, as their fire was concen- 
ti-ated on the fort, which was in the centi-e of tlie 
circle, while ours was diffused over the circumfer- 
ence. Their missiles were exceedingly desti-nctive 
to the upper exposed portion of the work, but no ea- 
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seiitial iiijiiiy was done to Uie lower casemates which 
sheltered us. 

Some of these shells, however, set the officers' qiiar- 
tei"s oil fire thi'ee times; but the fiam^ were prompt- 
ly extinguished once or twice through the exertions 
of Peter Hart, whose activity and gallantly were 
\'ery conspicuous. 

The night was an anxious one for us, for we 
thought it probahle tliat the launches, filled with 
armed men from the fleet, might take advantage of 
the darkness to oome in with provisions and sup- 
plies. Then, too, it was possible that tlie enemy 
niiglit attempt a night aftack. We were on tlie 
alert, therefore, with men stationed at all the embra- 
sures; but notliing unusual occurred. The batter- 
ies fired upon us at stated intervals all night long. 
We did not return the fire, having no ammunition to 
waste. 

On the morning of the 13th, we took our breakfast 
— or, rather, onr pork and water — at tlie usual hour, 
and marched the men to tiie guns when the meal 
was over. 

Trom 4 to 6^ a.m. tlie enemy's fii'e was very spirit- 
ed, From 7 to 8 a.m. a rain-stonn came on, and 
there wi^ a lull in tlie cannonading. Abont 8 a,m. 
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the officers' qviartere were ignited by one of Rip- 
ley's incendiary shellB, ou by shot heated in the fur- 
naces at Fort Moultrie, The fire was put out; but 
at 10 A.M. a mortar shell passed through the roof, 
and lodged in tJie flooring of the second story, where 
it burst, and started tho flames afresh. This, too, was 
extinguished; bnt the hot shot soon followed each 
other so rapidly that it was impossible for us to con- 
tend with tliem any longer. It became evident that 
the entire block, being built with wooden partitions, 
floors, and rooflng, must be consumed, and that the 
magazine, containing three hundred barrels of pow- 
der, would be endangered ; for, even after closing the 
metallic door, spai-ba might penetrate through the 
ventilator. The floor was covered with loose pow- 
der, where a detail of men had been at work manu- 
facturing cartridge - bags out of old shiiia, woolen 
blankets, etc 

While tho officers exerted themselves witli axes to 
tear down and cut away all the wood-work in the 
vicinity, the soldiere were rolling baiTels of powder 
out to more sheltered spots, and were covering tliem 
with wet blankets. The labor was accelerated by 
the shells which were bui-sting around us; for Eip- 
ley had ]-edonbled his activity at the first signs of a 
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conflagration. "We only succeeded in getting out 
some ninety-six barrels of powder, and then we were 
obliged to close the massive copper door, and await 
the result. A shot soon after passed tlirough the in- 
tervening shield, struck the door, and bent tlie lock 
in such a way that it could not be opened again. 
We were thus cut of£ from onr snpply of ammuni- 
tion, but still had some piled np in the vicinity of 
the guns. Anderson otKeially reported only four 
barrels and three cartridges as on hard when we 
left. 

By 11 A.M. the conflagration was terrible and dis- 
astroua. .One-fifth of tiie fort was on fire, and the 
wind drove the smoke in dense masses into the angle 
where we had all taken refuge. It seemed impossi- 
ble to escape suffocation. Some lay down close to 
the groi.ind, with handkerchiefs over their mouths, 
and others posted tliemselvee near the embrasures, 
where the smoke was somewhat lessened by the 
draught of air. Kvery one suffered severely. I 
crawled out of one of these openings, and sat on the 
outer edge ; but Kipley made it lively for me there 
with his case-shot, whidi spattered all aronnd. Had 
not a slight change of wind taken place, the result 
might have been fatal to most of us. 
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Our filing having ceased, and tlie enemy being 
veiy jubilant, I thought it would be as well to sliow 
them that we were not all dead yet, and ordered the 
gininers to fii'e a few rounds more. I heai'd after- 
ward that the enemy loudly cheered Andei-son for 
hifi pei'sisteucy under euch adverse circumstance. 

The scene at this time was really terrific. The 
roaring- and crackling of the flames, the dense mass- 
es of whirling smoke, the bui^ting of the enemy's 
shells, and our own which wei'e exploding in the 
burning rooms, the crashing of the shot, and Uie 
sound of masonry falling in every direction, made 
the fort a pandemoninm. When at last nothing was 
left of the building but the blackened walls and 
smoldering embere, it became painfully evident that 
an immense amount of damage had been done. There 
was a tower at each angle of the foi-t. One of these, 
containing great quantities of shells, upon which we 
had relied, was almost completely sliattered by suc- 
cessive explosions. The massive wooden gates, stud- 
ded with iron nails, were burned, and the wall built 
behind them was now a mere heap of debris, bo. that 
the main entrance was wide open for an assaulting 
party. The sally-ports were in a similar condition, 
and the numerons windows on tlie gorge side, which 
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Iiad been planked up, had now become all open en- 
trances. 

About 12.48 P.M. the end of the flag-staff was shot 
down, and the _flag fell.* It bad been previously 
hanging by one halliai-d, the other having been cut 
by a piece of shell. The exultation of tlie enemy, 
however, was short-lived. Peter Hart found a spar 
in the fort, which answej-ed very well as a temporary 
flag-staff. He nailed the flag to this, and raised it 
trlamphantly by nailing and tying the pole flrmly to 
a pile of gim-can-iages on the parapet. This was gal- 
lantly done, without undue haste, under Seymour's su- 
pervision, altliough the euemy concentrated all tlieir 
fire upon the spot to prevent Hart from carrying out 
liis intention. From the beginning, the rebel gun- 
ners had been very ambitious to shoot the flag down, 
and had wasted an immense number of shots in the 
attempt. 

■While the battle was going on, a correspondent 
of the New York Tribune, who was in Cliarloaton, 
wrote that the populace were calling for my head. 
Fortunately, I was not there to gratify tliem. My 

• It is diiiincd that this shot was fired bj Lieutenant W. C. Prestoii, 
of Sonth Carolina. 
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relatioiia with the gentlemen of Chavleston liad al- 
ways been friendly. The enmity of the mob was 
simply political, and wae founded on the belief that 
I was the only "Black Eepitblicaii," as they termed 
it, in the fort. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE BVACUATION, 
Seiialov Wigfiill's Vohmteer Mission, — Terms of Evncnation Settled, 
— Tlie Question of Casnaliies on the Other Side.— Salule to tha 
Hag. — Oeonpation of the Fort by Southern Troops.-— Embarka- 
tion. — Welcome in Neiv York, — Conclusion. 

There was a large, fii-st-class wooden hotel, near 
the shore, on SiiUivaii's Island, called tlie Monltrie 
House. It wj« only kept open during the Bummer, 
and was a favorite resort, for plantei-s and others, to 
enjoy tJie fresh sea-breeze, and the beautiful drive 
lip the beaeh at low tide. Since the rebel occupa- 
tion of Fort Moultrie, this hotel had been used as a 
d^pot and barracks for the troops in the vicinity. 
Just before the attack was made npon ns, the Pal- 
metto flag, which had waved over tlie building, was 
taken down ; but I noticed with a spy-glass that there 
was still quite a number of people, apparently troops, 
remaining in the house. I saw no reason why the 
mere lowering of the flag should prevent ns fi-om fir- 
ing at them. I therefore aimed two forty-two pound- 
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er balls at the upper story. The crashing of the shot, 
which went throngli the whole length of the building ■ 
among the clapboai'dd and interior pai'titions, must 
have been something feai-fnl to those who were with- 
in. They came nisliing ont in furious haste, and 
tumbled over each other until they reached the bot- 
tom of the fi'nnt steps, in one writhing, tnmultnone 
mass. 

Wlien we left iFort Sumter, a South Carolina of- 
ficer, who seemed to feel aggrieved in relation to 
this mattei', asked me why we fired at that building. 
Kot caring to enter into a discnssion at tliat time, I 
evaded it by telling him the true reason wan, tliat 
the landlord had given me a wretched room there 
one niglit, and this being the only opportunity that 
had oeeurred to get even with him, I was unable to 
resist it. He laughed heai-tily, and said, " I under- 
stand it all now. You were perfectly right, sir, and I 
juBtify the act." 

About 2 P.H., Senator Wigfall, in company with 
W. Goui-din Young, of Charleston, unexpectedly 
made his appearance at one of the embrasures, hav- 
ing crossed over from Morris Island in a small boat, 
rowed by negroes. He had seen the flag come down, 
and snpposed tlmt we had surrendered in consequence 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



FORTS SUMTER AND MOULTRIE. 163 

of the bui'iiiiig of the qtiartei's. Thia visit was sanc- 
tioned by the commander of Morris Island, Biiga- 
dier- general James W. Simons. An artillery-man, 
serving Lis giin, was very much astonished to see a 
man's fnce at the entrance, and aeked bira what he 
was doing there. Wigfali replied that he wished to 
see Major Anderson. The man, however, I'ef used to 
allow him to enter nntil he had surrendered himself 
as a prisoner, and given np his sword. This done, an- 
oHier artillery-man we^ sent to bring an officer. Lieu- 
tenant Davis came almost immediately, but it took 
some time to find Anderson, who was out examinuig 
the condition of tlie main gates. I was not present 
during tliis scene, or at the interview that ensned, as 
I was engaged in trying to save some shells in the 
upper story from the effects of the fire. Wigfali, in 
Beauregard's name, offered Anderaon his own terms, 
which ■were, tlie evacuation of the fort, with permis- 
sion to salnte our flag, and to march out with the hon- 
oi-s of war, with onr amis and private baggage, leav- 
ing all other war material behind. As soon as this 
matter w^ arranged, Wigfali returned to Cummiugs 
Point. 

In the mean time, Beauregard having noticed the 
white flag, sent a boat containing Colonel James 
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Chestnut, and Captain Lee, Colonel Roger A, Pryor, 
and Colonel William Poroher Miles, to ascertain the 
meaning of the signal. A second boat soon followed, 
containing Major D, K. Jones, who was Beauregard's 
adjutant-general, Ex-Governor J, L. Manning, and 
Colonel Charles Alston. 

Miles and Pryor were exceedingly astonished when 
they heard that Wigfall had been carrying on nego- 
tiations in Beanregai"d'8 name, and stated that, to 
their certain knowledge, he had had no communica- 
tion with Beanregai'd. They sjMke of the matter 
with great delicacy, for Wigfall was a parlous man, 
and 'quick to settle diepnted points with the pistol. 
Anderson replied with spirit that, under the circum- 
stances, he would run up his i^ag again, and resume 
the firing, Tliey begged him, however, not to take 
action until they had had an opportunity to lay the 
whole subject before Genei-al Beauregard ; and An- 
dereon agreed to wait a reasonable time for that pur- 
pose. The boat then returned to the city. In duo 
time another boat anived, containing Colonels Ohest- 
nut and Chisholni, and Captain Stephen D. Lee, all 
aids of Beanregard. They came to notify Major An- 
derson that the latter was willing to treat with him 
on the basis proposed. Colonel Charles Alston soon 
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came over with Major Jones (who was uhief-of-stafi 
to Beauregard, atid adjutant-general of the Provis- 
ional Aral}'), to aettle the details of the evacuation. 
There was some difflcultj about permitting us to sa- 
lute our flag ; but that, too, was finally conceded. In 
case we held out for another day, the rebels had made 
arrangements to storm the fort that night. 

During all these operations, our officers and men 
behaved with great gallantjy. Hall, Snyder, and 
Meade had never been under fire before, but they 
proved themselves to be true sons of their Alma Ma- 
ter at "West Point. 

The flret contest of the war was over, and had 
ended as a substantial victory for the Secessionists. 
They had commenced the campaign naked and de- 
fensele^; but the General Govemnient had allowed 
them time to levy au army against us, and we had 
permitted ourselves to be surrounded with a ring of 
fli-e, fi-om which there was no escape. Kor had we 
employed to the fullest extent all our available 
means of defense. No attempt had ever been made 
to use the upper tier of guns, which contained oui' 
heaviest metal, and which, from its height, overlook- 
ed the enemy's works, and was, therefore, the most 
i part of our annament. Although the fire 
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of our colunibiads, imdei' ordinary circumstances, 
could not quite reach the city, we had armnged one 
of them to point npward at the masimnm angle. As 
tl:e oarriago would not admit of this, the gun was 
tafeen off, and made to rest on a bed of masonry. 
Seymonr and myself thought, by loading it with ec- 
centric sheila, we could increase the range of the guns 
so that the balls would reach that part of Charleston 
which was neai-est to us ; but we wei'e not allowed 
to use the gun at all. It seemed to me there was a 
manifest desire to do ?& little damage as possible. 

About eighteen hundi-ed shot had been fii-ed into 
Fovt Sumter, and tlie upper story was pretty well 
knocked to pieces To willv aiound the parapet, we 
had constantly to climb o\er heijis of d^ris. With 
all this expendituie of ammnnition, we had but one 
man dangerously wounded This ^as John Schwei- 
rer, foreman of the Baltimoie bucklayere. He was 
struck by a piece of shell while standing near the 
open parade-ground. So long as our men fought in 
the lower casemates, which were shell-proof, the ver- 
tical fire could not reach them ; and by drilling them 
to step one side of the embrasure whenever they saw 
the flash of a gun opposite, they escaped the danger 
of being struck by any ball which might enter the 
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opening; ao tliat, on the whole, tiiey ran very little 
I'jBk. Had they need the gnna on the parapet, tlie 
number of casualties i,vould have been greatly in- 
creased, but our missiles would have been much 
more effective. 

Wlien William Porcher Miles was about to enter 
the boat to retui-n to Charleeton, he told our com- 
mander that none of the secession soldiere were in- 
jured by our fire. Andereon raised his hands and 
ejaculated, " Thank God for that I" Ae the object 
of our lighting was to do as much damage as possi- 
ble, I could see no propi'iety in thanking Heaven for 
the small amount of injury we had inflicted, I have 
since had reason in suspect, from several circum- 
stances, that the contest was not as bloodies as it 
was represented to be at the time. The coxswain 
of the boat tliat broiight Miles over heard him mate 
the remark that no one was hurt on the rebel side. 
The man stared at him for a moment in undisguised 
amazement, and then stepped aside behind an angle 
of tlie work, where' he could indulge in a hearty fit 
of laughter. His whole action was that of one who 
thought his chief had been indulging in romance. 
Of coui'se Miles believed the aaseiiion, or ho would 
not have made it. 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



l68 REMINISCENCES OF 

The fact is, Fort Moultrie waa all slivered and 
knocked to pieces ; and as I heard so nmub in ref- 
erence to the naiTOw escapes of officers and Boldiers 
thei'e, I concluded that, if no one wf^ hurt, a miracle 
must have taken place. The rebel who carried dis- 
patches between Fort Moultrie and Mount Pleasant 
in a small boat was in a position to loiow, and he told 
Peter Hart, some jeare after tlie war, that a schoon- 
er, to his certain knowledge, came from Charleston 
during the battle, and took off a number of killed 
from Fort Moultrie, who were taken to Potter's Field, 
on Cooper Eiver, and buried there on Saturday, at 
4^ A.M. I had previously seen the same story pub- 
lished ae coming fi-om Oharl^ton. A similar state- 
ment was made, on his arrival in New York, by the 
mate of the schooner D. B. Pitts, and it purported 
to be founded on his own observation. 

"When -we left Fort Sumter for New York, a man 
of my company, named Fielding, was seriously in- 
jured by an explosion, and left behind in the hospi- 
tal at Charleston. He was frequently visited there 
by an old comrade, named Galloway, who was one 
of onr discharged soldiers. Galloway laughed at the 
idea that no one had been injured, and told Fielding 
that he himself had served in Fort Moultrie during 
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the bomljardiiieut, and had seen with his own eyes a 
number of killed and woniided there. If Galloway's 
story is true, Eipley may have concealed his losses, 
as he did not wish to have ns appear more successful 
than he had been, I believe there were a great many 
I]-ish laborers enlisted iu Port Moultrie, and their loss 
would hardly have excited a remark in aristocratic 
Charleston. It fe said, too, that a list of killed and 
woimded was posted up on a bulletin -board in the 
city, and afterward torn down, for fear that it might 
discourage the troops. On the other hand, the asser- 
tion of meii holding high official position on the oth- 
er side, that no one was killed or Injui'ed, would seem 
to leave little room for doubt. 

When Beauregard received notice that Andei'son 
was willing to ratify the terms agreed upon, he sent 
over another boat, containing Colonel Miles, Colonel 
Pry or, Ex-Governor Manning, Major Jones, and Cap- 
tain Hartstein,.to arrange the details of the evacurv- 
tion. 

Almost a fatal accident occurred fo Roger A. Pry- 
01' shortly aftei- his arrival in the fort. He was sit- 
ting in tlie hospital at a table, with a bla(!k bottfe 
and a tumbler near his right hand. The place was 
quite dai'k, having been built up all around with 
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boxes of sand, to render it sliell-proof. Being thirsty, 
and not noticing what he did, he mechanically pick- 
ed Hp the bottle, poured some of the liquid into the 
glass, and drank it down. It proved to be iodide of 
potassium, which is qnite a poisonous compound. 
When I saw him, he was very pale, and leaning on 
the shoulder of Dr. Crawfoi'd, who was taking him 
out on the grass to apply tlie stomach -pamp. He 
was soon out of danger. Some of ns questioned the 
doctor's riglit to interpose in a ease of this kind. It 
was argued that if any rebel leader chose to come 
over to Fort Sumter and poison himself, the Medical 
Department had no bnsiness to interfere with aueh a 
landable intention. Tlie doctor, however, claimed, 
with some show of reason, tliat he himself was held 
responsible to the United States for the medicine in 
the hospital, and tlierefore ho could not permit Pryor 
to carry any of it away. 

All of the preliminaiies having been duly adjusted, 
it was decided that the evacuation should take place 
the next raoniing. Our arrangements were few and 
simple, but the rebels made extensive preparations 
for the event, in order to give it the greatest kclat, 
and gain fi-om it as much prestige as possible. The 
population of the surrounding country poured into 
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Charleston in vast rmiltitudee, to witness the humili- 
ation of the United States flag. "We slept soundly 
that night for the firet time, after all the fatigue and 
excitement of the two preceding days. 

The next morning, Sunday, the 14th, we were up 
early, packing our baggage in readiness to go on 
board the transport. The time having arrived, I 
made preparations, by order of Major Anderson, to 
fire a national salute to the flag. It was a dangerous 
thing to attempt, as sparks of fire were floating around 
everywhere, and there was no safe place to deposit 
the ammunition. In that portion of the line com- 
manded by Lientenant Hall, a pile of cartridges lay 
under the muzzle of one of the gnTis. Some fire had 
probably lodged inside the piece, which the sponging 
did not extinguish, for, in loading it, it went off pre- 
maturely, and blew off the right arm of the gunner, 
Daniel Hough, who was an excellent soldier. His 
death was almost instantaneous. He was the first 
man who lost his life on onr side in the war for the 
Union. The damage did not end here, for eoine of 
the fire from the mnzzle dropped on the pile of cart- 
ridges below, and exploded them all. Several men 
in the vicinity were blown into the air, and sei-iously 
injured. Their names were Geoi-ge Fielding, John 
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Irwin, George Pinehai'd, and Edwin Galway, and, I 
think, James Hajes. The fiiBt-nanied being very 
badly hiirf, was left behind, to be eared for by the 
rebels. He was sent over to Charleston, where he 
was well treated, finally cnred, and forwarded to ns 
without being exchanged. 

The salute being over, the Confederate ti*oo]i3 
marched in to occupy the fort The Palmetto Guard, 
Captain Cuthbert's company, detailed by Colonel 
De Saiissure, and Captain Hollinqnist's Company B, 
of the I'egiilars, detailed by Colonel Eipley, tonati- 
tnted the new garrison under Eipley.* Anderson di- 
rected me to form the men on the parade-ground, as- 
sume command, and march them on board the trans- 
port. I told him I should prefer to lea^■e the fort 
with the flag flying, and the drinns beating Yankee 
Doodle, and he anthorized me to do so. As soon as 
our tattered flag came down, and the silken banner 
made by the ladies of Charleston was run np, tre- 
mendons shouts of applause were heai'd from the 

* Eilmiind Kiiffin entered the fort as n voliinteev ensisn of tlio Pal- 
metto Guard; Captnin S;imnel FergiiBon received the keys of Fort 
Sumter, and nused tlie Confederate flag over the raropnrta ; Lieiiten- ' 
ant-colonel F, J. Moses raised tlie Stnto flng. Moses has since fig- 
ared aa the Bepublican governor of South Carolina. 
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vast multitude of siiectatoi-B ; and all the vessels aud 
steamers, with one accord, made for the fort. Cor- 
poi'al Bi-ingluirst came rnnuiiig to tell me that many 
of tlie approaching crowd were shontiug my name, 
and making thi'eatening demonstfations. The dis- 
order, however, was immediately quelled by the ai> 
pearance of Hartsteiu, an ex-officer of our na\y, who 
threw ont sentinels in all dii"ections, and prevented 
the mob from landing. 

The bay was alive with floating craft of every de- 
scription, filled with people froua all pai-ta of tlie 
South, in their holiday attire. As I marched out at 
the head of our little band of regulars, it must have 
pi'esented a strange eonti'ast to the immerous forees 
that had assailed us ; some sixty men against six 
tliousand. As we went on board the JsaSe?, with the 
drums beatuig the national air, all eyes were fixed 
upon us amidst the deepest silence. It was an hour 
of triumph for the originatore of secession in South 
Carolina, and no doubt it seemed to them the cul- 
mination of all their hopes ; but could they have 
seen into the future with tlie eye of prophecy, their 
joy might have been turned into moui-ning. Who 
among them could have conceived that the Charles- 
ton they deemed so invincible, which they boasted 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



174 REMINISCENCES OF 

would never be polluted by the footsteps of a Yan- 
kee invader imtil every son of the soil had shed the 
Inst drop of his blood in her defense — who could 
Lave imagined that this prond metropolis, after much 
privation and loug-snfEering from fire and bombard- 
inentj would Anally sinrender, without bloodshed, to 
a negro regiment, imder a Massachusetts flag — the 
two most abhorred elements of the strife to the 
proud people of South Carolina? Wlio could have 
imagined that the race they had so despised was des- 
tined to govern them in the future, in the dense ig- 
norance which the South itself had created, by pro- 
hibiting the education of tJie blacks? 

My story is nearly done. We soon I'eached the 
Baltio, and were received with great sympathy and 
feeling by the army and navy officers present. 
Among tlie latter wae Captain Fox, who afterward 
became the Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 

It is wortliy of remark that, after we had left the 
harbor, Bishop Lyncli, of Charleston, threw the Catli- 
olid inilnenee in favor of the Secessionists by cele- 
brating the Southern victory by a grand Te Deum. 

We arrived in New York on the 19th, and were 
received with unbounded enthusiasm. All the pass- 
ing steamers saluted us with their steara-wliistles and 
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bells, and clieer after (Jieer went up from the ferrj'- 
.boats and vessels in the harbor. We did liot attempt 
to land, but came to anchor in the stream, between 
Governor's Island and the Battery. Several distin- 
gnislied citizens at once came on board, and Major 
Anderson was immediately carried off to dine with 
Ml". Lloyd Aspinwall, Aa Boniebody had to remain 
with tlie troops and attend to their wants, I accom- 
panied tbeni to Fort Hamilton, where we soon found 
oni'selves in comfortable qnarfem. Nearly all of the 
otEcers obtained a fnrlongh immediately; but I re- 
mained in command of the fort during the tempora- 
ry absence of Major Andei'son, who was soon after 
permanently detached from us. 

Onr captivity had deeply touched the hearts of 
tlie people, and every day the number of visitoi-a al- 
most amonnted to an ovation. Tlie principal city 
papers, tlie Tribune, Times, Herald, and Evening 
Post, gave lis a hearty welcome. For a long time 
the enthusiasm in New York remained undimin- 
ished. Ifc was impossible for ns to venture into the 
main streets without being j-idden on the shoulders 
of men, and torn to pieces by hand-shaking. Shortly 
after onr aiTival, Henry "VVai'd Beecher came down 
to the foi't to meet us, and made a ringing speecli, 
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full' of fire aiid patriotiem. It seeiriod as if every 
one of note called to expre^ liis de^'otion to tlie 
cause of the Union, and his sympathy with iis, who 
had been its humble representatives amidat the per- 
ils of the fli^t conflict of the war. 

As I have stated, of the officei's who were engaged 
in the operations herein narrated, birt four now sur- 
vive. 

George W. Siijder was the firet to leave us. He 
was present in the battle of Bull Run, attained the 
bi-evet of captain, and died in Washington, District 
of Columbia, on the 17t3i of November, 1861. 

Theodore Talbot became assistant-adj ntant-gener- 
al, vvitli the i-auk of major, and died on the 22d of 
April, 1862, also in Washington. 

Kichard K. Meade was induced, by tlie pre^nre 
of social and family ties, to I'esigii his commission in 
our army. He became a rebel officei-, aud died at 
Petersburg, Virginia, in Jnlj, 1862. 

Norman J. Hal! became colonel of the Seventh 
Michigan Voliniteers, and received three brevets in 
the regular army, the last being for gallant and dis- 
tinguished services at Gettysburg. He died on tlie 
26th of May, 1867, at Brooklyn, New Toi-k. 

John L. Gardner received the brevet of brigadier- 
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general, and wiis retired at the commeneement of the 
war. He died at Wilmington, Delaware, on the 19th 
of February, 1869. 

Robert Anderson was made a brigadier -general, 
and afterward a brevet major-general, for his serv- 
icea at Fort Sumter. He served about six months 
aa Commander of the Department of Kentucky and 
of the Cumberland, and was then obliged to leave 
the field in consequence of ill health. He was re- 
tired from aotive service on the 27th of October, 
1883, and died at Nice, in France, on the 26th day 
of October, 1871. 

Lastly, John G. Foster, after a brilliant career as 
commander of a department and arrny corps, died at 
Nashua, New Hampshire, September 2d, 1874, 

Each of ns who snrvive became major-general 
during the rebeliioii, and each now holds tlie same 
grade by brevet in the regular army. 

Mr. Edward Moale, the citizen who remained with 
ns, did excellent service in the war. At present he 
is a brevet lieutenant-colonel in the regnlar army. 

This statement of events was completed at New 
York, April 14th, 187S, on the fourteenth anniversa- 
ry of the evacuation of Fort Sumter. 
8«- 
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APPEITDIX. 



COMMISSIONED OFFICEES. 
Major Robert Abdeesoh, First Unitad States Artilleiy. 
CaptaiD AuHBE Doublbday, First United Slates Ai'tilleiy. 
Captain Tkcmah Sbyhotjh, First United States Artillery. 
Krat Lientenant Jb^pesson C. Bavis, Firet United States Artillery, 
Seoond LieHtenaiil Nobman J. Hali^ First United States Ai'tillery. 
Captain J, G. PosTBE, ITn I tad States Engineers. 
Lieutenant G. W. Sbvdbb, United Stales EBginears. 
Lieutenant R. E. Muadg, United Stales Engineers. 
Assistant Surgeon 8. W. Crawford, United States Army. 



ENLISTED MEN. 
lei'geaiit James Kearney, United Stfltes Aiiny. 

It William H. Hammei', Firat United Slates A 

Regimental E 
Sergennt James E. Galway. 



Coiporal Andrew Smith. 

Piivato Andrew Murphy. 

" Fedeschi Onorniii 



Sand, First ArtU/ers. 

■ivaie Peter Rice. 
" Henry Sclimidt. 
" John Ui'qnharl. 
" Andreiv Wii^Itstroi 



Company E, First ArtiUery. 



First Sergeant EiiRene Sciioil 
Sergeant Thomas Kirnau. 

" William A. Ham. 

" James Chester. 



Coi'porol Owen M'Giiii-e. 
" Francis J. Oakes. 
" Ciiarles Bdngliurst. 
Heurv EUeibrook. 
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MuBidnn Charles Hnll. 
Private Philip Anderman. 

John Emil Noack. 

ComeliiiB Baker. 

Thomas Carroll, 

Patrick Clancy. 

John Daris. 

James Digdani. 

George Fielding. 

Edivai-d Gallmty. 

Jnmes Gibbons. 

Jainea Hays. 



Compamf H, First 
First Sej^eaut John Kanehnn. 
Sergeant James M'Malioii. 
" John CHrmody. 
" John Otto. 
Corporal Ciiriatopher CoBlolan. 
Mnaician Bobert Poster. 
Artifieer Henrj Slrandr. 
Privnte Edwavd Brady. 

" Barney Cain. 

" Joiin Doran. 

" Dennis Johnson. 

" John Kehoe, 

" John Klein. 

" John Lanflgnn. 

" Freileiick Lintner. 

" John Magill. 



te Daniel Hougli. 

James M'Donald. 
SaniTiel Miller. 
John Kcwpoit. 
George Pincliard. 
Pi-ank RiveiTi. 
Lewis Schroeder. 
Call A, Sellman, 
John Thompson. 
Chiirlas H. Tozer. 
■William Witaman, 

Artillery. 
ivate John Lni'ooiie, 

" Frederick Meier, 

" James Moore. 

" ■William Morter. 

" Patiick Neilnn. 

" John Nixon. 

" Michael O'Dondd. 

" EulHirt Roe. 

■' William ■Walker. 

" Joseph Wall. 

" Edmond Walsh. 

" HenrjE. "Waller. 

" HeimfinWili. 

" Tliomas Wishnowski. 

" Casyer Wultcrpd, 



List of Mechanics and JSmplot/^ present in Fori Sumter during the 
Bombardment, April 12th and 13th, 1861. 

EiiPLO'VEa OF THii Erqineer Dbpaetmbkt. 
George Coons, mason. 
John Sehivarer, " 
John Bnckley, smith , 

Wm. O. LjTnal 
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La HO 
Micliiiel Berne. 


Dennis Mngi-at!i. 




John Bums. 


Joliii M'CLiity. 




John BraiikT. 


James M'Mahon. 




Peter Caine. 


Michael Meechitis. 




Patrick Conner, 


Tiioinas Mniphy. 




Michael Cummins. 


Tiiomas Myers. 




"Willium Doi'sey, 


William Powers. 




Edward DHA-is. 


Edward Qninn. 




Patrick Donah oe. 


Piitrick Quinn. 




Peter Danlej. 


Marlin l^xffei'ty. 




Willinm Esffen. 


Joliii Riley. 




Andrew Felton. 


Michnei Eyan. 




Michnei GotF. 


Jeiemifih Rjnn. 




James Ho\¥lett. 


James Byjin. 




Patrick Heeney. 


James siiea. 




Andrew Lindsey. 






Cor 


lis. 




Samuel A&raze. 


Patiiik VVal=h. 





list of Confederate Batteries conslructed with a View to the Reduc- 
tion of Fori Sumter. 

ON MORRIS ISLAND. 

BrigRdier-general Jameb W. Simons, commanding ; Colonel 'WiLMor 

G. Db Saussubb, commanding ArtiUeiy Battalion. Lieutenant J. 

R. Macbeth, Captain J, Jones, and Lieutenant P. L. Chiuis, 

acting as aids to Colonel Be SicsairRB. 

STEVENS BATTERY. (Fired laOO ehota.) 
Three Eiglit-inch eolumbiads. 
Ganisoned by the Palmetto Gnn.nl, Captain George B. Cuthbert 
eornmanding; Lientenant G. L. Buiet. The ammunilion was 
served ont In- Mr. Philips and Mr. Campebli.. One gun was dis- 
abled on Fridn]'. 



HosteatvGoo'^Ie 



1 82 APPENDIX. 

CUMMINOa POINT BATTEBT. 
T\Bo /orty-iwo-pomtderi, three len-ineh morlars, one Blakely gim. 
Ganisoned by a dalachnieiit of the Palmetto Guard, and by cadets 
fioin the Citadel Academy in Charleston. Ciiptain J. i". Thomas, 
of the Citadel Academy, commanding Blakelj gun ; liiauienant C. 
K. Holmes, of the Citadel Academy, cocnmandine mortars ; Lieu- 
tenant W.W. Akusteong, of the Citadel Academy, at ihe mortars; 
Second Lieiitennnt Thomas SuMriin, of the Palmetto Giiyrd, in 
charge of the forty-tn'o-poundei's. 

CHANNEL BArrERY. (Did uot file.) 

Cnplaiu CALHors, commanding; Krst Lientenant A. M.Waonish; 

laeutenant ~ Sitgehaves ; Second Lieiirenant M. C. Prbstom. 



ON JAMES ISLAND. 
Miijor N. G, EvAHS, A. A. G., commanding, 

BATTEBY OF TWENTT-FOTIB-POUNDERS. 

Captain Geoeqb S, James, ecmmnnding. 

MORTAR BATTERY. 

ITii'st Lientenant W. H. Giubbb, of the Ar(il!eiy; Lientetiont H. ! 

Fardeit; Lieutenant J. E.MTberbok, -Washington; LJaulanai 

T, B. Hatnb ; Doctor Liuby. 

UPPRR BATTERY. (Pired 8425 sbote.) 
T-a>o teii-ineh mnrtars. 

LOWER BATTEEY. 

Tii}0 tBO-i-ach mortars. 

Captain S. C. Thatisr, of the S. C. Navy, commanding. 

ON SULLIVAH'S ISLAND. 
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B. Burns, of Genmiil Dunovabt's siaff; Surgeons P. J. Bojiik- 
eoN, 11. ~E. MiTciiiiLL, and Akthdr Ltkoh; Assistant -sui^eons 
U. W. Tayloh, Doetoc F. F. Miles, Doctor F. L. Parebr. 



THE lEON-OLAD FLOATING BATTERY. (AttteCove. Firefl ISO* shots.) 

Two foTty-tiBo^ounders. Two ihirty-two-povnders. 
Ganiaoned by Company D, of the Artillery. Cnptnin Jajius Ham. 
iltok; First Lientenant J. A. Tatbs, Second Liewteiiant F. H, 
Haulestok. 

THE DAHLQREN BATl'EKY. (Near the Ploatiug Bjitlcry.) 
One mne-ineh Dahlgrea jiiii. 
Gnriisoned by Company D, of tlie Artillery. Captain S. R. Hamil- 
TON ; Mr. JOHB Wbi,i.s. 



THE ENFILADE BAaTEBY. (Pliea 1825 abote.) 
Garrisoned by Company K, of tiie Artillery, Ciiptniu Jasius H. Hai 



MORTAK BATTERY, NO. 1. (Between Foit Monltrla and the Cove.) 
Captain Jambs H. HALl.oNQtriST, Company B, of tlie Artjilery, com- 
manding. Lieutenant 0. Blancing, Lientenant Flehino. 



PORT MOULTRIE. (Fired 18S5 shots.) 

Thee eighl-inch cohmbiads. two thirli/-tKO-pos/tilers, fow twenty. 

Jbar-pouaders, 

Gm'risoned hy tlie Artillerv lintfilion ntider Lieutenant colonel Rtf- 

LGT. Cnptuiri W. R. Calhoun Comp j I of tl e Artillery, ex- 

eeulivB offioer, 

SUMTER BATTEFY (F 1 TOnth son h vest.) 
Lientenant Auhed Rhett Con(K y B A lie v inimnnding: 
Second Lieuteniinl John MiTCHbLL J n H l D Blaiih, Vol- 
unteer Engineer. 

OBLIftUB BATTEEY. (On the weBt.) 

Two twenty-foar-pounders. 

Lieutenant C. W, Pabkbb, Company D, of tlio Artillery. 
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MORTAR BATTEEy, No. a. (Enat of Fort Monllrie.) 

Two teib-inah mortar-s. 

Captain William Euileb, of the Infantry ; Lieutenant J. A. Hcob- 

BiN. E. MowEY, Mr. Blocker, Mr. BiLLinGB, and Mr. Rice as- 

sisled. Tliis batleiy was joined ta ilie Maflit CImnnel Batteij. 

THE TBAPIEE BATTEKY. (Fired ISOO tbolB.) 

Tliree ten-inch mortars. 

Gmrisoned bj the Marion Ailillerj, J. Gadsden Kin6, comiunnding. 

Lientenant W. D. H, Kiekwood, J. P. Steohbokbr, A. M. Hc- 

GEK, E. L. Paekee. The Marion Arlilleiy ivas aftenvard relieved 

\iy llie Sumter Gimrd, under Captiiiii John Eusbell. 



AT MOUNT PLEASANT. 
BATTEKy. (Firea 202B shots.) 
Two ten-iTich mortors. 
CaptHiii RouEET Martin of the Infaiitiy, rommaiidi 
G. W. Bbtnolds, Company B, of tlie Avtilloiy ; 1 
CAi-HOOH, of the Infkntiy. 
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HUDSON'S HIS'TOBT OF JODRNALISH. Joamalism in the United Statfls, 
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Cloth, iP 60. 
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Cloth, $a 00. 
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HiJinc Maps aud III natrationB. Crown Svo, Cloth, $3 BO 
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Hbbvkt, M.A., AnthofofEhetoiicotConverB8tiOB,"&c. S C b 

3LD ROM 

Br Buii.10 
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Tix Teshob, D.D., Archbishop of Dublin, 
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aJonrneytoiheHebrldee. By JiUEs Boawiiti, Esq. ANewBdlilon, 
with nnmeroiia AfliiltionB audNoleB. By Joira Wiibok Cbokeb, LL.D., 
F.R.S. Portrait of Boewell. a vols., 8vo, Cloth, t* 00. 

LBrionn Civil War. By Jom 

, , , .nlstiT and Physiology in the 

Unlvei'sitjot New York. In Three Yoie. Svii, Cloth, $3 50pei'tol. 

._ _ INTBLLECTHAL DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE. A Hlato- 
_. jf the lutelleetnal BHTelopment of Europe. By John W. DiiArRn, 
M.l)., LL.D., Professor of CheinisBT and Physiology in the ITulverelty 
ofNaivYork. Svo, Cloth, $B 00, 
RAPSK'S AMERIOAH CIVIL POLICY. TUonghls on the Future Civil 
Policy of America. By Jouh W. Dkapkr, SCD., LL.D., Prnfesaor of 
Chemistry and Physiology iQ the UulverBliy of Hew TorJt. Crown Sro, 
Cloth, $3 GO. 

JliU'S AFRICA. Eiploi-atlonB and AdventnroB in Eqmaforinl Af- 
wlth Accounts of tha MannarH and Cnstoms of the Psople, and of 

"- f tha Gorilla, the Ci-ocodlle, LeopmiJ, Elejihnnc, Hlppopota- 

Iher Animals. Bv Pirn. B. Do Chaillb. Nunierona Iuqb- 
fO, Cloth, tti 00. 

8 ASHANGO LAND. A Jonraay to Ashaugo Land : and 
«! "^Handa'omelylllustrated. 8vo, cioth*^'oo! " "'"'''' ' 
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Harper Ss' Bmtksrs' Valuabk and Interesting Works. 5 

BOLWBE-S HOKACB. The Odes aod Kpodes of Horace. A Metrical 

Tniiialation into Euglish. Willi Iiitcmlotliun nufl Commenbirles. Br 

Lord LTTTosy. WUl) Lntln Texl; from the Editions orOrelli, Maclesiiei 

aud Tonga. 12rao, Clotli, $1 30. 
BCLWBR'S KING ABTHUR, APoem. By Loed Lrrmu. New Edition. 

ISmo, Cloth, SI T». 
BORNS'S LIFE AND WOBKa Tli« Life and WoikB of Eobeit BHina 

Edited br Rouitra' OiLAMBiiRB. \ vols., ISmo, Clotb, ffi 01). 
REINDBSK, DOGS, AND SNOW-SHOES. A Jonrual uf Siberfnii Trnrel 

aud SsnioratioTis made Hi llie Yomib 1806-'0'f. % Eiohieu J. Bdbh, laie 

.iftlieKusso-Aniei'ioaiiTelograpbEspBditloii. IlluslraCB.l. CniivuSi-u, 

Clotb, la 00. 
CAKLYLE'S FEEDEKICK THE GREAT. History of Frledrlcb IL, culled 

Fi-ederlclt tbe Great, By THoma C.eiylb. Poitriuts, Mapa, Plana, 

*c 6vol3.,18mo, Clotli, 112 09. 
CAELYLffa EEENCH REVOLUTION. History of the French HevoluHon. 

2 vule,, ISmu, Cloth, 13 SO. 
CARLTLB'S OLIVBE CROMWELL. Lotteia and Speeches of Oliver 

Cromwell. WltbElucidatiouaHuaCoiiiiectUisMafmllve. S vols., ISmo, 

Clotb, fS SO. 
CHALMERS-S POSTHUMOUS W0EK8. The 



e vols., l4ia 



COLERIDGE'S COMPLETE WORKS. The Complete Works of Smnne! 
Tavlor CoieridgB. With au Introdnctory Etaay upoa hia Philosoplilcal 
and TbeuloiiIcBl Opinions. Edited by rnil^ssnr SHniD, Couiulet« hi 
Seven Vols. With n Portrait Small 8vo, Cloth, JflO 60. 



_, Wth s]Mdul but _, 

Rev. Jbsira Doolittle, Fnmieeii Tears Membef of the J'uhohau Mis- 

~ ". ninBIratBd with more that IBO charucter- 

SiDla, ISrao, OInth, fe 00. 



Work, and a Portrait of the Antbor. 6 vols., 12mo, Cloth, fO 00. 
HAZSN'S SCHOOL AND ARMY IN GERMANY AND FRANCE. The 

Scliool and the Annj Ir 

Lift at Varaalilea. By B 

onel Sixth InRintry. Cr 
HAEPER'S HEW CLASaiCAL LIBBAET. Literal Trnuslfltiona. 

Tbe following Vols, arenowreiidy. ISiao, Clotb, fl fiWeaeh. 

C^AH.— VtKeii SiiTifai.— HoBJOi.— CioEno'a Osjtiobs.— CfOEm>'s 

OnrilHtB, Sfl.— OlOHEO OBOBATOBIABllOKiTO™.— TA01TDa(avOla.). 
_T KBRwnit.— SonTnwu.rn.-^Tirvi- w ai..— TtuHni-iioTj.—HnMi'E'B iT.lAn.— 
Ea TnnoiDmBS.— 

DAVIS-S CARTHAGE. CarUiHee and her Remains: being an AecDDnt of 
the BicftvaUons and BeBwirchea on the Site of the PhfEiiician Meirapo- 
lis In AMca and other adiacent Places. Conducted under the Auspices 
ofHerMajesty'sGovemment, By Dr.Divia, F.B.G.S. Pi-ofiiseV Ilina- 
tmted with Maps, Woodcuts, Cbromo-LltlioetiiphB, &0. Svo, Cloth, 
$4 00. 

EDQEIVOETH'S (Miss) NOVELS. With Engravings. 10 Tola, limo, 

SEOTE'S IIIKTORY OF GREECE!. 12 vol?., Ifitnn, Cloth, SIS 00, 
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